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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

on the report of the Special Political Committee 

1991 (XVIII). Question of equitable representation on the Security Council 
and the Economic and Social Council 

A 

The General Assembly, 
Considering that the present composition of the Security Council is 

inequitable and unbalanced. 
Recognizing that the increase in the membership of the United Nations 

makes it necessary to enlarge the membership of the Security Council. thus 
providing for a more adequate geographical representation of non-permanent 
members and making it a more effective organ for carrying out its functions 
under the Charter of the United Nations(‘). 

Bearing in mind the conclusions and recommendations of the Committee 
on arrangements for a conference for the purpose of reviewing the Charter, 

1. Decides to adopt, in accordance with Article 108 of the Charter of 
the United Nations the following amendments to the Charter and to  submit 
them for ratification by the States Members of the United Nations: 

(a) In  Article 23, paragraph 1, the word “eleven” in the first sentence 
shall be replaced by the word “fifteen”. and the word “ s i x ”  in the third 
sentence by the word “ ten ”; 

(6) In Article 23. paragraph 2, the second sentence shall then be reworded 
as follows : 

‘‘ In  the first election of the non-permanent members after the increase 
of the membership of the Security Council from eleven to fifteen, two 
of the four additional members shall be chosen for a term of one year.”: 
(c) In  Article 27, paragraph 2, the word seven ” shall be replaced by 

the word ‘‘ nine ”; 
( d )  In  Article 27, paragraph 3, the word “ seven ” shall be replaced by the 

word “ nine ”; 
2. Calls upon all Member States to ratify the above amendments in 

accordance with their respective constitutional processes by 1 September 1965; 
3. Further decides that the ten non-permanent members of the Security 

Council shall be elected according to the following pattern: 
(a) Five from African and Asian States; 
(b)  One from Eastern European States; 
(c) Two from Latin American States; 
(d) Two from Western European and other States. 

( I )  “Treaty Series No. 67 (1946)”, Cmd. 7015. 
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B 

The General Assembly, 
Recognizing that the increase in the membership of the United Nations 

makes it necessary to enlarge the membership of the Economic and Social 
Council, with a view to providing for a more adequate geographical 
representation therein, and making it a more effective organ for carrying out 
its function under Chapters IX and X of the Charter of the United Nations, 

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolutions 974 B and C (XXXVI) 
of 22 July 1963. 

Bearing in mind the conclusions and recommendations of the Committee 
on arrangements for a conference for the purpose of reviewing the Charter. 

1. Decides to adopt, in accordance with Article 108 of the Charter of the 
United Nations, the following amendment to the Charter and to submit it 
for ratification by the Member States of the United Nations: 

. .  

“ARTICLE 61 

“ 1. 

“2.  

The Economic and Social Council shall consist of twenty-seven 
Members of the United Nations elected by the General Assembly. 

Subject to the provisions of paragraph 3, nine members of the 
Economic and Social Council shall be elected each year for a term of 
three. years. A retiring member shall be eligible for immediate re-election. 

“ 3. At the first election after the increase in the membership of the 
Economic and Social Council from eighteen to twenty-seven members, in 
addition to the members elected in place of the six members whose term 
of office expires a t  the end of that year, nine additional members shall be 
elected. Of these nine additional members, the term of office of three 
members so elected shall expire at the end of one year, and of three other 
members at the end of two years, in accordance with arrangements made 
by the General Assembly. 
. “ 4. Each member of the Economic and Social Council shall have one 
representative.” 

2. Calls upon all Member States to ratify the above amendment in 
accordance with their respective constitutional processes by 1 September 1965; 

3. Further decides that, without prejudice to the present distribution of 
seats in the Economic and Social Council, the nine additional members shall 
be elected according to the following pattern : 

(a) Seven from African and Asian States; 
(b )  One from Latin American States; 
(c) One from Western European and other States. 

. 

. 
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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTEES PAR L’ASSEMBLEE GENERALE 

sur le rapport de la Commission politique spkiale 

I991 (XVIII). Question & r i m  reprdserttatiorz iqriitable ari Conseil de 
secriritd et air Conseil konontique et social 

A 

L‘AssembMe ginerale, 
Corrsidirurit que la composition actuelle du Conseil de securitt est 

intquitable et dtsequilibrte, 
Reconnnissant que, du fait de I‘accroissement du nombre des Etats 

Membres de I’Organisation des Nations Unies, il est nicessaire d’clargir la 
composition du Conseil de sicuritt afin d’y assurer une reprksentation 
gtographique plus adiquate des membres non permanents et de permettre 
au Conseil de s’acquitter plus efficacement des fonctions qui h i  incombent 
aux termes de la Charte des Nations Unies, 

Considiranf les conclusions et recommandations du Comiti char& des 
dispositions toucbant une conference aux fins d’une revision de la Charte, 

1. DPcide, conformiment B I’Article 108 de la Charte des Nations Unies, 
d‘adopter les amendements suivants B la Charte et de les sournettre B la 
ratification des Etats Membres de l’organisation des Nations Unies: 

a) Au paragrapbe 1 de I’Article 23, remplacer le mot “ onze ”, qui figure 
dans la premikre phrase, par le, mot “quinze” et le mot “six”, qui figure 
dans la troisikme phrase, par le mot “dix”;  

b)  Au paragraphe 2 de I’Article 23, remanier comme suit la deuxikme 
phrase: 

“ Lors de la premikre election des membres non permanents aprks que 
le nombre des membres du Conseil de sicuritk aura it6 port6 de onze 
B quinze, deux des quatre membres supplimentaires seront Clus pour une 
piriode d‘un an.”: 
c )  Au paragraphe 2 de I’Article 27, remplacer le mot “sept” par le 

mot “ neuf ”; 
4 Au paragraphe 3 de 1’Article 27, remplacer le mot “ sept ” par le mot 

“ neuf ”; 

2. Detnande B tous les Etats Membres de ratifier les amendements 
ci-dessus, conformkment S leurs rigles constitutionnelles respectives, au plus 
tard le I”’ septembre 1965; 

DPcide en outre que les dix membres non permanents du Conseil de 
stcuritk seront klus d‘aprks les critkres suivants: 

3. 

a) Cinq membres tlus parmi les Etats d‘Afrique et d’Asie; 
b) Un membre tlu parmi les Etats #Europe orientale; 
c) Deux membres tlus parmi les Etats d‘Amerique latine; 
d) Deux membres klus parmi les Etats d‘Europe occidentale et autres Etnts. 
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B 

rAssembUe gim'rale, 
Reconnaissant que, du fait de I'accroissement du nombre des Etats 

Membres de I'Organisation des Nations Unies, il est ntcessaire d'tlargu la 
composition du Conseil tconomique et social en vue d'y assurer une 
reprksentation gdographique plus adtquate et de permettre au Conseil de 
s'acquitter plus efficacement des fonctions qui lui incombent aux termes des 
Chapitres IX et X de la Charte des Nations Unies. 

Rappelanr les rCsolutions 974 B et C (XXXVI) du Conseil dconomique 
et social, en date du 22 juillet 1963, 

Comidiranr les conclusions et recommandations du ComitC char& des 
dispositions touchant une conference aux fins d'une revision de la Charte, 

1. Dicide, conformiment B I'Article 108 de la Charte des Nations Unies, 
d'adopter l'amendement suivant ?i la Charte et de le soumettre i la ratification 
des Etats Membres de I'Organisation des Nations Unies: 

"ARTICLE 61 

"1.  Le Conseil tconomique et social se compose de vingt-sept 
Membres de I'Organisation des Nations Unies, Clus par I'AssembKe 
gedrale. 

" 2. Sous rtserve des dispositions du paragraphe 3, neuf membres du 
Conseil tconomique et social sont elus chaque annte pour une ptriode de 
trois ans. Les membres sortants sont immtdiatement rtdligibles. 

Lors de la premikre tlection qui aura lieu aprks que le nombre des 
membres du Conseil tconomique et social aura Ct t  porte de dix-huit ?i 
vingt-sept. neuf mernbres seront Clus en plus de ceux qui auront it6 tlus 
en remplacement des six membres dont le mandat viendra B expiration B 
la fin de I'annte. Le mandat de trois de ces neuf membres suppltmentaires 
expirera au bout d'un an et celui de trois autres au bout de deux ans, 
selon les dispositions prises par I'Assemblee gtntrale. 

"4 .  Chaque membre du Conseil tconomique et social a un 
representant au Conseil.": 

2. Demande B tous les Etats Membres de ratifier I'amendement ci-dessus. 
conformtment ?i leurs rkgles constitutionnelles respectives, au plus tard le 
1" septembre 1965; 

3. Dicide en outre que, sans prijjudice de la Itpartition actuelle des 
- sikges au Conseil tconomique et social, les neuf membres suppltmentaires 
seront t lus d'aprh les critkres suivants : 
. 

" 3. 

a) Sept membres Clus parmi les Etats d'Afrique et d'Asie; 
b) Un membre tlu parmi les Etats d'Amtrique latine; 
c) UII membre tlu parmi les Etats #Europe occidentale et autres Etats. 

6 



















B 

La Asaniblea General, 
Reconociendo que el aumento del nlimero de Miembros de las Naciones 

Unidas hace necesario ampliar la composicion del Consejo Econ6mico y 
Social, a fin de propiciar una representacih geografica m8s adecuada en el 
mismo y convertirlo en un organo m8s eficaz para el desempeiio de sus 
funciones, conforme a 10s Capitulos IX y X de la Carta de las Naciones 
Unidas, 

Recordand? las resoluciones 974 B y C (XXXVI) del Consejo Econ6mico 
y Social de 22 de julio de 1963. 

Teniendo presentes las conclusiones y recomendaciones del ComitC de 
preparativos para celebrar una conferencia con el prop6sito de revisar la 
Carta. 

1. Decide aprobar, de conformidad con lo dispuesto en el Articulo 108 
de la Carta de las Naciones Unidas, la siguiente reforma a la Carta y 
presentarla a 10s Miembros de las Naciones Unidas para su ratificaci6n : 

“ARTICULO 61 
“ I. El Consejo Econ6mico y Social estara integrado por veintisiete 

Miembros de las Naciones Unidas elegidos por la Asamblea General. 
“ 2.  Salvo lo prescrito en el pBrrafo 3, nueve miembros del Consejo 

Econ6mico y Social serin elegidos cada aiio por un periodo de Ires aiios. 
Los miembros salientes serin reelegibles para el periodo subsiguiente. 

“ 3 .  En la primera elecci6n que se celebre despuis de baberse 
aumentado de dieciocbo a veintisiete el nlimero de miembros del Consejo 
Econ6mico y Social, ademas de 10s miembros que se elijan para sustituir 
a 10s seis miembros cuyo mandato expire al final de ese aiio, se elegirin 
nueve miembros mas. El mandato de tres de estos nueve miembros 
adicionales asi elegidos expirar8 al cabo de un aiio, y el de otros tres 
miembros una vez transcurridos dos aiios, conforme a las disposiciones 
que dicte la Asamblea General. 

“4.  Cada miembro del Consejo Econ6mico y Social tendri un 
representante.” 

2.  Insta a todos 10s Estados Miembros a que ratifiquen la reforma 
arriba indicada, de conformidad con sus respectivos procedimientos 
constitucionales y antes del 1’ de septiembre de 1965; 

Decide ademls que, sin afectar la actual distribucidn de puestos en el 
Consejo Econ6mico y Social, se elijan 10s nueve miembros adicionales de la 
siguiente manera : 

3. 

a) Siete de entre 10s Estados de Africa y Asia; 
b) Uno de entre 10s Estados de Amirica Latina; 
c)  Uno de entre 10s Estados de Europa Occidental y otros Estados. 

15 
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PROTOCOL 
OF ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES 

23, 27 AND 61 OF THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS 

1991 A AND B (XVIII) OF 17 DECEMBER 1963 

WHEREAS Article 108 of the Charter of the United Nations provides as 
follows : 

“Article 108 

“Amendments to the present Charter shall come into force for all 
Members of the United Nations when they have been adopted by a vote 
of two thirds of the members of the General Assembly and ratified in  
accordance with their respective constitutional processes by two thirds of 
the Members of the United Nations, including all the permanent members 
of the Security Council.”, 

.WHEREAS the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted on 
17 December 1963, in accordance with the said Article 108, the amendments to 
Articles 23. 27 and 61 of the Charter of the United Nations as set forth in 
resolutions 1991 A and B (XVIII), 

WHEREAS the requirements of the said Article 108 with respect to the 
ratification of the above-mentioned amendments were fulfilled by 31 August 
1965. as shown in the Annex to this Protocol, and the said amendments 
entered into force on that day for all Members of the United Nations, 

AND WHEREAS the text of Articles 23, 27 and 61 of the Charter of the 
United Nations as amended reads as follows: 

‘’ Article 23 
“ 1. The Security Council shall consist of fifteen Members of the 

United Nations. The Republic of China. France, the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, and the United States of America shall be permanent members of 
the Security Council. The General Assembly shall elect ten other Members 
of the United Nations to be non-permanent members of the Security 
Council, due regard being specially paid, in the first instance to the 
contribution of Members of the United Nations to the maintenance of 
international peace and security and to the other purposes of the 
Organization, and also to equitable geographical distribution. 

“2 .  The non-permanent members of the Security Council slraii be 
elected for a term of two years. In the first election of the non-permanent 
members after the increase of the membership of the Security Council 
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from eleven to fifteen, two of the four additional members shall be chosen 
for a term of  one year. A retiring member shall not be eligible for 
immediate re-election. 

“ 3 .  Each member of the Security Council shall have one 
representative.”. 

“ Arficle 27 
‘I 1. Each member of the Security Council shall have one vote. 
“ 2. Decisions of  the Security Council on procedural matters shall be 

made by aa affirmative vote of nine members. 
“ 3 .  Decisions of the Security Council on all other matters shall be 

made by an affirmative vote of nine members including the concurring 
votes of the permanent members; provided that, in decisions under Chapter 
VI. and under paragraph 3 of Article 52, a party to a dispute shall abstain 
from voting.”. 

“ Arficle 61 
“ 1. The Economic and Social Council shall consist of twenty-seven 

Members of the United Nations elected by the General Assembly. 
“ 2 .  Subject to the provisions of paragraph 3. nine members of the 

Economic and Social Council shall be elected each year for a term of 
three years. A retiring member shall be eligible for immediate re-election. 

‘‘ 3. At the first election after the increase in the membership of the 
Economic and Social Council from eighteen to twenty-seven members, in 
addition to the members elected in place of the six members whose term 
of o5ce expires at the end of that year. nine additional members 
shall be elected. Of these nine additional members. the term of o5ce  of 
three members so elected shall expire at the end of one year, and of three 
other members at the end of two years. in accordance with arrangements 
made by the General Assembly. 

‘ I  4. Each member of the Economic and Social Council shall have one 
representative.”, 

Now, THEREFORE, I, U THANT. Secretary-General of the United Nations. 
sign this Protocol in two original copies in the Chinese. English, French, 
Russian and Spanish languages, of which one shall be deposited in the archives 
of the Secretariat of the United Nations and the other transmitted to the 
Government of the United States of America as the depositary of the Charter 
of the United Nations. Copies of this Protocol shall be communicated to 
all Members of the United Nations. 

DONE AT THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS, NEW YORK. this 
thirty-first day of August, one thousand nine hundred and sixty-five. 

MAUNG THANT 
Secrefary -General. 
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ANNEX 

TO THE PROTOCOL OF ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE AMENDMENTS 
TO ARTICLES 23,27 AND 61 OF THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS, ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
RESOLUTIONS 1991 A AND B (XVIll) OF 17 DECEMBER 1963 

List of Members having deposited instruments of ratification of the above- 
mentioned amendments with the Secretary-General as at 31 August 1965: 

, I  Member 
. Jamaica ... ... ... 

Thailand .._ ... ... 
Algeria _.. ... ... 
Ghana ... ... ... 
Tunisia ... ... ... 
Cameroon . . . . . .  ... 
Ethiopia ... ... ... 
Central African Republic ... 
Jordan ... ... ... 

. Gabon ... ... ... 
Upper Volta ... ... 
Trinidad and Tobago ... 
Guinea ... ... ... 
Togo ... ... ... 
New Zealand ... ... 
Libya ... ... ... 
Niger ... ... ... 
Canada ... ... ... 
India ... ... ... 
Liberia ... ... ... 
Mali . . . . . .  ... ... 
Ivory Coast . . . . . .  ... 
Austria . . . . . . .  ... 
costa Ria  . . . . . .  ... 
United Republic of Tanzania 
Ireland ... ... ... 
Kenya ... ... ... 
Chad ... ... ... 
Iceland ... ... ... 
Morocco ... ... ... 
Philippines . . . . . .  ... 
Ceylon .... ... ... 
Rwanda ... ... ... 
Iraq . . . . . .  ... ... 
El Salvador . . . . . . .  ... 
Nepal- . . . . . . . .  ... 

.. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 
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... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 
1.. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Date of deposit 
12March 1964 
23 March 1964 
26 March 1964 
4 May 1964 

29 May 1964 
25 June 1964 
22 July 1964 

6 August 1964 
7 August 1964 

11 August 1964 
11 August 1964 
18August 1964 
19August 1964 
19 August 1964 
26 August 1964 
27 August 1964 

8 September 1964 
9 September 1964 

10 September 1964 
21 September 1964 
23 September 1964 
2 October 1964 
7October 1964 
7 October 1964 
7 October 1964 

27 October 1964 
28 October 1964 

2 November 1964 
6 November 1964 
9 November 1964 
9 November 1964 

13 November 1964 
17 November 1964 
25 November 1964 

1 December 1964 
3 December 1964 
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Member 
Nigeria ... ... 
Albania ... ... 
Yugoslavia ... .._ 
Madagascar ... 
Netherlands ... 
United Arab Republic 
Norway ... ... 
Sweden ... ... 
Cuba ... ... 
Brazil ... ... 
Kuwait _.. ... 
Poland ... ... 
Denmark ... ... 
Iran ... ... ... 
Bulgaria _ _ .  ... 
Finland ... ... 
Czechoslovakia ... 
Mauritania ... ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 
Rumania ... ... ... ... 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
Uganda ... ... ... ... 
Hungary ... ... ... ... 
Syrian Arab Republic _ _  . ... 
Afghanistan ... ... ... 
Mongolia ... ... ... ... 
Pakistan ... ... ... ... 
Sierra Leone ... ... ... 
Laos ... ... ... ... ... 
Senegal ... ... ... ... 
Zambia ... ... ... ... 
Belgium ... ... ... ... 
Mexico ... ... ... ... 
Sudan ... ... ... ... 
Israel ... ... ... ... 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic 
Malaysia ... ... ... ... 
Malawi ... ... ... ... 
Burma ... ... ' ... ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 
... 
... 

Dare of deposif 
... 5 December 1964 
... 7 December 1964 
... 9 December 1964 
... 14 December 1964 
... 14 December 1964 
... 16December 1964 
... 11 December 1964 
... 18 December 1964 
... 22 December 1964 
... 23 December 1964 
... 28 December 1964 
... 8 January 1965 
... 12January 1965 
... 12January 1965 
... 13January 1965 
... 18January 1965 
... 19January 1965 
... 29 January 1965 
... 5 February 1965 
... loFebruary 1965 
... 10 February 1965 
... 23 February 1965 
... 24 February 1965 
... 25 February 1965 
... 10March 1965 
... 25March 1965 
... 25 March 1965 
... 20 April _ _ _  23 April 
... 28 April 
... 29 April 
... 5 May 
. . . I May _ _ _  13May 
... 17May 
.... 26 May 
... 2 lune 
... 3 June 
... 4 June Japan ... ... ... ... ... 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Australia ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Saudi Arabia ... 1. .  ... ... ... 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic .._ . ._ 
Malta ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Turkey ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Congo (Brau3ville) ... ... ... ... 
Yemen ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Panama ... ... ... ... ... ... 
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4 June 
9 June 

17 June 
22 June 
23 June 

1 July 
I July 
7 July 

21 July 

1965 
1965 
1965 
1965 
1965 
1965 
1965 
1965 
1965 
1965 
1965 
1965 

1965 
1965 
1965 
1965 
1965 
1965 
1965 
1965 
1965 



Member 
Greece ... ... ... 
China ... ... ... 
Spain ... ... ... 
Paraguay ._. ... ... 
Guatemala . . . . . .  ... 
Burundi ._. ... ... 
France ... ... ... 
Italy,.. ... ... ... 
Chile ... ... ... 
Ecuador ... ... ... 
United States of America . , . 

... ... ... 

... ... ... 

... ... ... 

... ... ... 

... ... ... 

... ... ... 

... ... ... 

... ... ... 

... ... ... 

... ... ... 

... ... .... 

Dare of deposit 
2August 1965 
2August 1965 
5August 1965 

17August 1965 
18August 1965 
23 August 1965 
24 August 1965 
25 August 1965 
31 August 1965 
31 August 1965 
31 August 1965 

. .  
[See also additional ratifications on page 44.1 
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