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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, 
SCIENTIFIC AND CULTUEAL OEGANISATION 

London, l(5tli November, 1945 

(The Constitution entered into force, 4th November, 1946) 

THE Governments of the States parties to this Constitution on behalf of 
their peoples declare,. 
that since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that 
the defences of peace must be constructed; 
that ignorance of each other’s wa}s and lives has been a common cause, 
throughout tlic history of mankind, of that suspicion and luistrust between 
the peoples of the world through which their differences have all too often 
broken into war; 
that the great and terrible war which has now ended \vas a war made possible 
by the denial of the democratic pririciples of the dignity, equality and mutual 
respect of men, and by the propagation, in their place,, through ignorance 
and prejudice, of the doctrine of the inequality of men and races; 
that the wide diffusion of culture, anel the education of humanity for justice 
and liberty and peace are indispensable to the dignity of man and constitute 
a sacu’ed duty wliieh all the nations must fulfil in a spirit of mutual assistance 
and concern; 
that a peace based exclusively upon the political and economic arrangements 
of governments w'ould not be a peace which could secure the unanimous, 
lasting and sincere support of the peoples of the world, and that the peace 
must therefore be founded, if it is not to fail, upon the intellectual and moral 
solidarity of mankind. 

For these reasons, the States parties to this Constitution, believing in 
full and equal opportunities for education for all, in the unrestricted pursuit 
of objective truth, and in the free exchange of ideas and knowdedge, are agreed 
and determined to develop and to increase tlie means of communication 
between their peoples and to employ these means for the purposes of mutual 
understanding and a truer and more perfect knowledge of each other’s lives; 

In consequence whereof they do hereby create the United Nations 
Educational. Scientific and (hiltural Organisation for the purpose of 
advancing, through the educational and scientific and cultural relations of 
the peoples of the world, the objectives of international peace and of the 
common welfare of mankind for which the'United Nations Organisation w;is 
established and which its C’harU'r pi’oclaims. 

ARTICLE I 

Purposes and Functions 

1. The purjiose of the Organisation is to contribute to peace and security 
by promoting collaboration among the nations through education, science and 
culture in order to further universal respect for justice, for the rule of law 
and for the human rights and fundamental freedoms which are affirmed for 
the peo])les of the world, without distinction of race, sex, language or religion, 
by the Charter of the United Nation>-’. 
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2. To realise this purpose the Organisation will: 
(d) collaborate in the work of advancing the mutual knowledge and 

understanding of peoples, through all means of mass communication 
and to that end recommend such international agreements as may 
be necessary bo promote the free flow of ideas by word and image; 

(b) give fresh impulse to popular education and to the spread of culture; 
by collaborating with Members, at their request, in the development 
of educational activities; 
by instituting collaboration among the nations to advance the 
ideal of equality of educational opportunity without regard to 
race, sex or any distinctions, economic or social; 
by suggesting educational methods best suited to prepare the 
children of the world for the responsibilities of freedom; 

(c) maintain, increase and diffuse knowledge; 
by assuring the conservation and protection of the world’s 
inheritante of books, works of art and monuments* of history and 
science, and recommending to the nations concerned the necessary 
international conventions; 
by encouraging co-operation among the nations in all branches 
of intellectual activity, including the international exchange of 
persons active in the fields of education, science and culture and 
the exchange of publications, objects of artistic and scientific 
interest and otlier materials of information; 
by initiating methods of international co-operation calculated to 
give the people of all countries access to the printed and published 
materials produced by any of them. 

3. With a view to preserving the independence, integrity and fruitful 
diversity of the cultures and educational systems of the States Members 
of this Organisation, the Organisation is prohibited from intervening in 
matters wliich are essentially within their domestic jurisdicition. 

ARTICLE II 

M emhership 
1. Membership of the United Nations Organisation shall carry with it 

tlie right to membership of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation. 

2. Subject to the conditions of the agreement between this Organisation 
and the United Nations Organisation, approved pursuant to Article X of this 
Constitution, States not members of the United Nations Organisation may be 
admitted to membership of the Organisation, upon recommendation of the 
Executive Board, by a two-thirds majority vote of the General Conference. 

3. Members of the Organisation which are suspended from the exercise 
of the rights and privileges of membership of the United Nations 
Organisation shall, upon the request of the latter, be suspended from the 
rights and privileges of this Organisation. 

4. Members of the Organisation which are expelled from the United 
Nations Organisation shall automatically cease to be members of this 
Organisation. 

ARTICLE III 

Organs 

The Organisation shall include a General Conference, an Executive 
Board and a Secretariat. 
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ARTICLE JV 

The General Gonjerence 

A. —Composition 
1. The General Conference shall consist of the representatives of the 

States Members of the Organisation. The Government of each Member 
State shall appoint not more than five delegates, who shall be selected after 
consultation with the National Commission, if established, or with 
educational, scientific and cultural bodies. 

B. —Functions 
2. The General Conference shall determine the policies and the main 

line of work of the Organisation. It shall take’ decisions on programmes 
drawn up by the Executive Board. 

3. The General Conference shall, when it deems it desirable, summon 
international conferences on education, the sciences and humanities and the 
dissemination of knowledge. ' 

4. The General Conference shall, in adopting proposals for submission 
to the Member States, distinguish “between recommendations and inter- 
national conventions submitted for their approval. In the former case a 
majority vote shall suffice; in the latter case a two-thirds majority shall be 
required. Each of the Member States shall submit recommendations or 
conventions to its competent authorities within a period of one year from 
the close of the session of the General Conference at which they were 
adopted. 

5. The General Conference shall advise the United Nations Organisation 
on the educational, scientific and cultural aspects of matters of concern to 
the latter, in accordance with the terms and procedure agreed upon between 
the appropriate authorities of the two “Organisations. 

6. The General Conference shall '^receive and consider the reports 
submitted periodically by Member States as provided by Article VIII. 

7. The General Conference shall elect the members of the Executive 
Board and, on the recommendation of the Board, shall appoint the Director- 
General. 

C. —Voting 
8. Each Member State shall have one vote in the General 'Conference. 

Decisions shall be made by a simple majority except in cases in which a 
two-thirds majority is required by the provisions of this Constitution. A 
majority shall be a majority of the Members present and voting. 

D. —Procedure 
9. The General Conference shall meet amiually in ordinary session; it 

may meet in extraordinary session on the call of the Executive Board. At 
each session the location of its next session shall be designated by the 
General Conference and shall vary from year to year. 

10. The General Conference shall, at each session, elect a President and 
other officers and adopt rules of procedure. 

11. The General Conference shall set up special and technical coin- 
miitees and such other subordinate bodies as may bo necessary for its 
purposes. 

12. The General Conference shall cause arrangements to be made lor 
public access to meetings, subject to such regulations as it shall prescribe. 
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B.—Observers 

13. The General Conference, on the recommendation of the Executiv.e 
Board and by a two-thirds majority, may, subject to its rules of procedure, 
invite as ^observers at specified sessions of the Conference or of its 
commissions representatives of international organisations, such as those 
referred to in Article XI, paragraph 4. 

ARTICLE V 

Executive Board 
A. —Composition 

1. The Executive Board shall consist of eighteen members elected by 
the General Conference from among the delegates appointed by the Member 
Slates, together with the President of the Conference who shall sit ex officio 
in an advisory capacity 

2. In electing the members of the Executive Board the General Confer- 
ence shall endeavour to include persons competent in the arts, the humanities, 
the sciences^ education and the diffusion of ideas, and qualified by their 
experience' and capacity to fulfil the administrative and executive duties 
of the Board. It shall also have i:egard to the diversity of cultures and a 
balanced, geographical distribution. Not more than one national of any 
Member State shall serve on the Board at any one time, the President of the 
Conference excepted. 

3. The elected members of the Executive Board shall serve for a term 
of three years, and shall be immediately eligible for a second term, but shall 
not serve consecutively for more than two terms. At the first election 
eighteen members shall be elected of whom one-third shall retire at the end 
of the first year and one-third at the end of the second year, the order of 
retirement being determined immediately after the election by the drawing 
of lots. Thereafter six members shall be elected each year. 

4. In the event of the death or resignation of one of its members, the 
Executive Board shall appoint, from among the delegates of the Member 
State concerned, a substitute, who shall serve until the next session of the 
General Conference which shall elect a member for the remainder of the 
term. 

B. —Functions 
5. The Executive Board, acting under the authority of the General 

Conference, shall be responsible for the execution of the programme adopted 
by the Conference and shall prepare its agenda and programme of work. 

6. The Executive Board shall recommend to the General Conference the 
admission of new Members to the Organisation. 

7. Subject to decisions of the General Conference, the Executive Board 
shall adopt its own rules of procedure. It shall elect its officers from among 
its members. 

8. The Executive Board shall meet in regular session at least twice a 
year and may meet in special session if convoked by the Chairman on his 
own initiative or upon the’'request of six members of the Board. 

9. The Chairman of the Executive Board, shall present to the General 
Conference, with or without comment, the annual report of the Director- 
General on the activities of the Organisation, which shall have been previously 
submitted to the Board. 
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10. The Executive Board shall make all necessary arrangements to 
consult the representatives of international organisations or qualified persons 
concerned with questions within its competence. 

11. The members of the Executive Board shall exercise the powers 
delegated to them by the General Conference on behalf of the Conference as a 
whole and not as representatives of their respective Governments. 

ARTICLE VI 
Secretariat 

1. The Secretariat shall consist of a Director-General and such staff as 
may be required. 

2.. The Director-General shall be nominated by the Executive Board and 
appointed by the General Conference for a period of six years, under such 
conditions as the Conference may approve, and shall be eligible for reappouit- 
ment. He shall be the chief administrative officer of the Organisation. 

3. The Director-General, or a deputy designated by him, shall participate, 
without the right to vote, in all meetings of the General Conference, of the 
Executive Board, and of the committees of the Organisation. He shall 
formulate proposals for appropriate action by the Conference and the 
Board. 

4. The Director-General shall appoint the staff of the Secretariat in 
accordance with staff regulations to be approved by the General Conference. 
Subject to the paramount consideration of securing the highest standards of 
integrity, efficiency and technical competence, appointment to the staff shall 
be on as wide a geographical basis as possible. 

5. The responsibilities of the Director-General and of the staff shall’be 
exclusively international in character In the discharge of their duties they 
shall not seek or receive instructions from any Government or from any 
authority external to the Organisation. They shall refrain from any action 
which might prejudice their position as international officials. Eacli State 
Member of the Organisation undertakes to respect the international character 
of the responsibilities of the Director-General and the staff, and not to seek 
to influence them in the discharge of their duties. 

6. Nothing in this Article shall preclude the Organisation from entering 
into special arrangements within the United Nations Organisation for common 
services and staff and for the interchange of personnel. 

ARTICLE VII 
National Co-operating Bodies 

1. Each Member State shall make such arrangements as suit its 
particular conditions for the purpose of associating its principal bodies 
interested in educational, scientific and cultural matters with the work of the 
Organisation, preferably by the formation of a National Commission broadly 
representative of the Government and such bodies. 

2. National Commissions or national co-operating bodies, where they 
exist, shall act in an advisory capacity to their respective delegations to the 
General Conference and to their Governments in matters relating to the 
Organisation and shall function as agencies of liaison in all matters of interest 
to it. 

3. The Organisation may, on the request of a Member State, delegate, 
either temporarily or permanently, a member of its Secretariat to serve on 
the National Commission of that State, in order to assist in the development 
of its work. 
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ARTICLE VIII 

Reports by Member States 
Each j\Iember State shall report periodically to the Organisation, in a 

manner to be determined by the General Conference, on its laws, regulations 
and statistics relating to educational, scientific and cultural life and institu- 
tions, and on the action taken upon the recommendations and conventions 
referred to in Article IV, paragraph 4. 

ARTICLE IX 

Budget 
1. The budget shall be administered by the Organisation. 
*2. The General Conference shall'approve and give final effect to the 

budget and to the apportionment of financial responsibility among the States 
Members of the Organisation subject to such arrangement with the United 
Nations as may be provided in the agreement to be entered into pursuant to 
Article X. 

3. The Director-General, with the approval of the Executive Board, may 
receive gifts, bequests, and subventions directly from Governments, public 
and private institutions, associations and private persons. 

ARTICLE X 

Relations with the United. Nations Organisation 
This Organisation shall be brouglit into relation with the United Nations 

Organisation, as soon as practicable, as one of the specialised agencies 
referred to in Article 57 of the Charter of the United Nations. This relation- 
sliip shall be effected through, an agreement with the United Nations 
Organisation under Article 63 of the Charter, which agreement shall be 
subject to the approval of the General Conference of this Organisation. The 
agreement shall provide for effective co-o}jeration between the two Organisa- 
tions in the pursuit of their common purposes, and at the same time shall 
recognise the autonomy of this Organisation, within the fields of its 
competence as defined in this Constitution. Such agreement may, among 
other matters, provide for the approval and financing of the budget of the 
Organisation bv the General Assemblv of the United Nations. 

ARTICLE XI 

delations with other specialised international Organisations and. agencies 
1. This Organisation may co-operate with other specialised inter- 

governmental organisations and agencies whose interests and activities are 
Uilated to its purposes. To this end the Director-General, acting under the 
general authority of the Executive Board, may establish effective working 
relationships with such organisations and agencies and establish such joint 
(‘()mmittees as may be necessary to assure effective co-operation. Any 
bjrmal arrangements entered into with such organisations or agencies shall 
be subject to the approval of the Executive Board. 

r 

2-. Whenever the General Conference of this Organisation and the 
competent authorities of any other specialised inter-governrnental organisa- 
tions or agencies whose purposes and functions lie within the competence 
of this Organisation, deem it desirable to effect a ti’ansfer of their resources 
iind activities to this Organisation, the Director-General, subject to the 
iil)])i’oval of the Conference, may enter into mutually acceptable arrangements 
I >v this purpose. 

4 
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3. This Organisation may make appropriate arrangements with other 
inter-governrnental organisations for reciprocal representation at meetings. 

4. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 
may make suitable arrangements for consultation and co-operation with non- 
governmental international organisations concerned with matters within its 
competence, and may invite them to undertake specific tasks. Such 
co-operation may also include appropriate participation by representatives of 
such organisations on advisory committees set up by the General Conference. 

ARTICLE XII 

Legal status of the Organisation 
The provisions of Article 104 and 105 of the Charter of the United Nations 

Organisation concerning the legal status of that Organisation, its privileges 
and immunities shall apply in the same way to this Organisation. 

ARTICLE XIII 

Amendments 
1. Proposals for aiiiendments to this Constitution shall become effective 

upon receiving the approval of tlie General Conference by a two-thirds 
majority; provided, however, that those amendments wdiich involve 
fundamental alterations in the aims of the Organisation or new obligations 
for the Member States shall require subsequent acceptance on the part of 
two-thirds of tlie Member States before they come into force. The draft 
texts of proposed amendments shall be communicated by the Director-General 
to the Member States at least six months in advance of their consideration 
by the General Conference. 

2. The General Conference shall have power to adopt by a two-thirds, 
majority rules of procedure for carrying out the provisions of this Article. 

ART;CLE XIV 

Interpretation 
1. The English and French texts of this Constitution shall be regarded 

as equally authoritative. 
2. Any question or dispute concerning the interpretation of this Constitu- 

tion shall be referred for determination to the International Court of Justice 
or to an arbitral tribunal, as the General Conference may determine under its 
rules of procedure. 

ARTICLE XV 

Entry into force 
1. This Constitution shall be subject to acceptance. The instruments 

of acceptance shall be deposited with the Government of the United Kingdom. 
2. This Constitution shall remain open for signature in the archives of 

the Government of the United Kingdom. Signature may take place either 
before or after the deposit of the instrument of acceptance. No acceptance 
shall be valid unless preceded or followed by signature. 

3. This Constitution shall come into force when it has been accepted by 
twenty of its signatories. Subsequent acceptances shall take effect 
immediately. 

4. The Government of the United Kingdom will inform all members of 
the United Nations of the receipt of all instruments of acceptance and of the 
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date on'-which the Constitution comes-into force in accordance, with the 
preceding paragraph, 

In faith whereof, the undersigned, duly authorised .to that effect, have 
signed this Constitution in the English and French languages, both texts 
being equally authentic. 

: Done in London the sixteenth day of November, 1945, in a single copy, 
in the English and French languages, of which certified copies will be 
communicated by the Government of the United Kingdom to the Govern- 
ments of all the Members of the United Nations. 

(See List of Signatories—page 17) 

CONVENTION CREANT UNE ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES 
POUR L’EDUCATION, LA SCIENCE ET LA CULTURE. 

LES Gouvernements des Etats parties a la presente Convention, au nom 
de leurs peoples, d^clarent: 

que, les guerres prenant naissanee dans I’esprit des hommes, c'est dans 
lesprit des hommes que doivent etre 4iev4es les defenses de la paix; 

que rincompr4hension mutiielle des peoples a toujours 6t4, au cours de 
riiistoire, k Forigine de la suspicion et de la m4fiance entre natiohs, par ou 
leurs disaccords ont trop souvent diginire en guerre; 

que la grande et terrible guerre qui vient de finir a iti rendue possible 
par le reniement de Fidial dimocratique de digniti, d’igaliti et de respect 
do la personne humaine et par la volonte de lui substituer, en exploitant 
rignoranee et le prijugi, le dogme de Finigaliti des races et des hommes; 

que, la digniti de Fhomme exigeant la diffusion de la culture et Fiducation 
dc tons en vue de la justice, de la liberte et de la paix, il y a 1^, pour toutes 
Ifis nations, des devoirs sacres k remplir dans un esprit de mutuelle assistance; 

qu’une paix fondie sur les seuls accords iconomiques et politiques des 
Oouvernements ne saurait entrainer Fadhision unanime, durable et sincere 
drs peoples et que, par consiqueiit, cette paix doit .etre itablie sur le 
fmidement de la solidariti intellectuelle et morale de Fhumaniti. 

Pour ces motifs, les Etats signataires de cette Convention, risolus h assurer 
a tous le plein et igal accis k Fiducation, la libre poursuite de la viriti 
oljjective et le libre ichange des idees et des connaissances, dicident de 
ddvelopper et de multiplier les relations entre leurs peoples, en vue de se 
iiiieux comprendre et d’acquirir une connaissance plus pricise et plus vraie 
(le leurs coutumes respectives. 

En consiquence, ils orient par les prisentes FOrganisation des Nations 
Unies pour FEducation, la Science et la Culture afin d’atteindre graduelle- 
ment, par la cooperation des nations du monde dans les domaines dc 
I’rducation, de la science et de la culture, les buts de paix internationale et 
(le prospiriti commune de Fhunianiti en vue desquels 1’Organisation des 
Nations Unies a iti eonstituie, et que sa Charte proclame. 

ARTICLE I 

Buts et Fonctions 

1. L’Organisation se propose de contribuer au maintien de la paix et de 
la sicuriti en resserrant, par Fiducation, la sciencie et la culture, la collabora- 
H(jn entre nations, afin d’assurer le respect universel de la justice, de la loi, 
des droits de Fhomme et de? libertis fondamentales pour tous, sans distinction 
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de race, de sexe; de langue ou de religion, que la Charte' des Nations Uniefe 
reconnait k tons ies peuples. 

2. A ces fins, 1'Organisation 
(a) favorise la connaissance ct la comprehension mutuelle des nations en 

pretant son concours aux organes d’information des masses; elle 
recornmande a cet elfet tels accords internationaiix qu’elle juge 
utiles pour faciliter la libre circulation des id4es, par le mot et par 
rirnage; 

{b) imprime une impulsion vigoureuse a I’education populaire et k la 
diffusion de la culture: 
en collaborant avec les Etats Membres qui le d^sirent pour les aider 
a d4velopper leur action 4ducatrice; 
en instituant la collaboration des nations afin de realiser graduelle- 
ment I’ideal d’une chance egale d’Education pour to us, sans 
distinction de race, de sexe ni d’aucune condition 4conomique ou 
sociale ; 
en suggerant des methodes d’Education convenables pour pr4pai*er 
les enfants du monde entier aux responsabilit^s de Thomme libre; 

. (c) aide au maintien, a I’avancement et ^ la diffusion du savoir: 
en veil!ant k la conservation et protection du patrimoine universel 
de livres,. d’oeuvres d’art et d’autres monuments d’interet historique 

*ou scientifique, et en recommandant aux peuples int4ress4s des 
conventions internationales a cet effet; 
en encourageant la cooperation entre nations dans toutes les 
branches de Tactivit^ intellectuelle, l’4change international de 
repr^sentants de I’education, de la science et de la culture ainsi 
que celui de publications, d’oeuvres d’art, de materiel de laboratoiio 
et de toute documentation utile; 
en facilitant par des m4thodes de cooperation internationale 
appropriees I’acces de tons les peuples k ce que chacun d’eux public. 

■3; Soucieiise d’assurer aux Etats Membres dc la pr4sente Organisation 
rindependance, I’integrite et la f4conde diversite de leurs cultures et de leurs 
systefnes d’education, I’Organisation s’interdit d’intervenir en aucune matiere 
relevant .essentiellement de leur juridiction intcrieure. 

ARTICLE IT 

Membres 

1'. Ties Etats Membres de TOrganisation des Nations Unies possklent le 
droit de faire partie de rOrganisation des Nations Unies pour I’Educatiun, 
la Science et la Culture. 

2. Sous reserve des termes de 1’accord h intervenh* entre la presente 
Organisation et I’Organisatioii des Nations Unies, approuve conformement a 
rArticle X de la presente Convention, les Etats non membres de 
rOrganisation des Nations Unies peuvent etre admis comme membros 
do rOrganisation sur recommandation du Conseil Executif, par la Conference 
(lenerale votant k la rnajorite des deux tiers. 

8. Les Etats Membres de I’Organisation suspendus de I’exercice de leurs 
droits et privileges de membres de I’Organisation des Nations Unies, seroni 
sur la demande de cette derniere suspendus des droits et privileges inh4rents 
k la qualite de membre. 

4. Les Etats Membres de 1’Organisation cessent ipso facto d’en etre 
membres s’ils sont exclus de I’Organisation des Nations Unies. 
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ARTICLE III 

Organes 
L’Organisation comprend une Conference gendrale, un Conseil executif 

et un Secretariat. 

ARTICLE IV 

La Gonjerence generate 
A.—Composition 

1. La Conference generale se compose des representants des Etats 
Membres de TOrganisation. Le Gouvernement de chaque Etat Membre 
nomme au plus cinq representants clioisis aprbs consultation avec le Comite 
National, s’il en existe, ou avec les institutions et corps educatifs, scientifiques 
et culturels. 

13.—Fonctions 
2. La Conference generale determine 1’orientation et la ligne de conduite 

generale de 1’Organisation. Elle se prononce sur les programmes etablis 
par le Conseil executif. 

3. La Conference gdnerale convoque, s’il y a lieu, des conferences Inter- 
nationales sur reducation, les sciences, les humanites et la dilfusion du 
savoir. 

4. Quand elle se prononce pour 1’adoption de pro jets a soumettre aux 
Etats Membres, la Conference generale doit distinguer entre les recom- 
inandations aux.Etats Membres et les conventions internationales a ratifier 
par les Etats Membres. Dans le premier cas, la majorite simple suffit; dans 
le second, une majorite des deux tiers est requise. Chacun des Etats 
Membres soumottra les recommandations ou conventions aux autorites 
iiationales competentes dans le deiai d’un an ^ partir de la cloture de la 
session de la Conference generale au cours de laquelle elles auront ete 
adoptees. 

5. La Conference generale conseille 1’Organisation des Nations Unies 
sur les aspects educatifs, scientifiques et culturels des questions interessant 
les Nations Unies, dans les conditions et suivant la procedure qui auront 
ete adoptees par les autorites competentes des deux Organisations. 

6. La Conference generale reQoit et examine les rapports qui lui sont 
soumis periodiquement par les Etats Membres, conformement k 
1’Article VIII. 

7. La Conference generale eiit les membres du Conseil executif; elle 
nomme le Directeur General sur presentation du Conseil executif. 

G.—Vote 
8. Chaque Etat Membre dispose d’une voix a la Conference generale. 

Les decisions sont prises h la majorite simple, sauf dans les cas oil les 
dispositions de la presente Convention exigent une majorite des deux tiers. 
Par majorite, il faut entendre la majorite des membres presents et votant. 

D,—Procedure 

9. La Conference generate se reunit chaque annee en session ordinaire; 
(die pent se reunir en session extraordinaire sur convocation du Conseil 
executif. Au cours de chaque session la Conference fixe le siege de la 
session suivante; ce sibge change cliaque annee. 
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10. La Conference generale,. k chaque session, eiit son president et son 
bureau et adopte son rSgleinent interieur. 

11. La Conference generale cree les commissions tant speciales qiie 
techniques et autres organismes subsidiaires qui peuvent etre necessaires a ■ 
I’execution de sa tache. 

12. Des dispositions seront prises pour que le public puisse assister 
aux deliberations, sous reserve des dispositions du i-eglement interieur. 

E.—Observatcurs 
13. La Conference gendrale, votant a la majorite des deux tiers, sur la 

recommandation du Conseil executif, et sous reserve du I'eglement interieur, 
pent inviter coiimie observateurs a des sessions determindes de la Conference 
ou de ses commissions, des representants d’organisations internationales, 
notamment de cedes qui sont visdes a I’Article XI, paragraphe 4. 

ARTICLE V 

Conseil executif 
A.—Composition 

1. Le Conseil executif est compose de dix-huit membres eius par la 
Conference generale parmi les deieguds nommes par les Etats Membres ainsi 
que du President de la Conference qui siege es-qualite avec voix consultative. 

2. En i^rocedant a I’eiection des membres du Conseil ex4cutif, la 
Conference generale s’efforcera d’y faire hgurer des personnalites competentes 
dans le domaine des arts, des lettres. des sciences, de I’education et de la 
diffusion de la pensee, et ayant I’experience et la competence necessaires 
pour remplir les functions administratives et executives qui incumbent au 
Conseil. Elle tiendra compte egalement de la diversite des cultures et d’line 
repartition geographique equitable. II ne pourra jamais y avoir en meme 
temps au Conseil executif plus d’un ressortissant d’un meme Etat Membrc, 
le President de la Conference n’entrant pas en compte. 

3. Les membres eiiis du Conseil executif conservent leurs fonctions 
pendant une durde de trois ans; ils sont immediatement reeiigibles pour im 
second mandat, mais ils ne peuvent sidger plus de deux termes consdcutifs. 
A la premiere election, dix-huit membres seront eius, parmi lesquels un tiers 
se retirera a 1’expiration de la premibre annee de mandat et un tiers a 
I’expiration de la deuxieme, I’ordre de sortie etant determine par tirage au 
sort immediatement apres I’eiection. Par la suite, six membres seront eius 
chaque annee. 

4. En cas de deces ou de demission d’un des membres, le Conseil 
executif designe parmi les deidgues de I’Etat Membre interesse, un suppieani 
qui sidgera jusqii’c'i la plus prochaine session de la Conference generale, 
laquelle eiira un titiilaire pour la portion du mandat restant ^ courir. . 

B.—Fonctions 
5. Le Conseil executif, agissant sous 1’autorite de la Conference generale, 

est responsable devant elle de I’execution du programme adopte par la 
Conference. II prepare I’ordre du jour des reunions de la Conference et le 
programme de travail qui est soumis h celle-ci. 

6. Le Conseil executif recommande ^ la Conference generale Padmission 
de nouveaux Membres dans 1’Organisation. 

7. Sous reserve des decisions de la Conference geudrale., le Conseil 
executif etablii son regloment interieur. II eiit, ])armi ses membres, sou 
bureau. 
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8. Le Conseil ex4cutif se r^unit en session ordinaire an rnoins deux fois 
par an; il peut se reunir en session extraordinaire sur convocation de son 
President h I’initiative de celui-ci, ou k la dernande de six membres du 
Conseil. 

9. Le President du Conseil ex^cutif presente h la Conference g4nerale, 
avec ou sans commentaires, le rapport annuel du Directeur G4n4ral sur 
I’activite de TOrganisation, prealablernent soumis au Conseil. 

10. Le Conseil executif prend toutes‘dispositions utiles pour consulter 
les representants des organismes internationaux ou les-personnalites qualifiees 
qui s’occupent de questions relevant de sa competence. 

11. Les membres du Conseil executif exercent les pouvoirs qui leur sont 
deiegues par la Conference generale, au nom de la Conference tout entiere et 
non comme representants de leurs Gouvernements respectifs. 

ARTICLE VI 

Secretariat 

1. Le Secretariat se compose d’un Directeur General et du personnel 
rc'connu necessaire. 

2. Le Directeur General est propose par le Conseil executif et nomme par 
la Conference generale pour une periode de six ans, aux conditions qui seront 
approuvees par la Conference. Sa nomination est renouvclable. Le Directeur 
General est le plus liaut fonctionnaire de TOrganisation. 

3. Le Directeur General ou, a son defaut, le remplaqant qu’il aura 
(Icsigne, prend part, sans droit de vote, a toutes les reunions de la Conference 
generate, du Conseil executif et des commissions de TOrganisation. II formule 
cles propositions en vue des mesures a prendre par la Conference et le Conseil. 

4. Le Directeur General nomme le personnel du Secretariat conforme- 
ment au statut du personnel, qui devra etre soumis a I’approbation de* la 
Conference generale. Sous reserve de reunir les plus hautes qualites 
d’integrite, d’efficacite et de competence technique, le personnel devra etre 
rccrute sur une base geographique aussi large que possible. . 

5. Les responsabilites du Directeur General et du personnel ont un 
caractere exclusivement international. Dans I’accomplissement de leurs 
devoirs, ils ne demanderont ni ne recevront d’instructions d’aucun Gouverne- 
ment ni d’aucune autorite etrangbre b, I’Organisation. Ils s’abstiendront de 
tout acte de nature a compromettre leur .situation de fonctionnaires inter- 
nationaux. Tous les Dtats Membres de TOrganisation s’engagent a respecter 
le caraetbre international des functions du Directeur Genbral et du personnel 
et b, ne pas cbercher b les influencer dans I’accomplissemcnt de leur tache. 

6. Aucune des dispositions de cet article ne saurait empecher I’Organisa- 
tion de passer, dans le cadre de TOrganisation des Nations Unies, des accords 
spbeiaux pour la constitution de services communs et le recrutement de 
personnel commun ainsi que pour Techange de personnel. 

ARTICT-E MI. 

Co)uitcs nationaux de cooperatiem 
1. Cbaque Ltat Membre prendra les dispositions appropribes b sa 

sitimtion ])articu!ibre pour assoeier aux travaux de I’Organisation les 
principaux groupes nationaux qui s’intbressent aux pi’oblemes d’cklucation, 
(le recherche scientifique et de culture, de preference on constiiuant une 
Commission nationale ou seront representes le Gouvernement et ces 
diffbrents groupes. 
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2. Dans les pays ou il en existe les Commissions nationales ou les 
organismes nationaux de cooperation remplissent un rolo consultatif aupr^s 
de leur Delegation natidnale a la Conference generale et aupr^s de leur 
Gouvernement pour tous les problemes se rapportant k I’Organisation. Ils 
jouent le role d’organe de liaison pour toutes les questions qui interesscnt 
I’Organisation. 

3. Sur la demande d’un Dtat Membre, I’Organisation peut deidguer, a ' 
titre temporaire ou permanent, aupres de la Commission nationale de cet 
Etat, un membre de son Secretariat pour collaborer aux travaux de cette 
Commission. 

ARTICLE VIII 

Presentation de rapports par les Etats Membres - 
Chaque Etat Membre adresse k TOrganisation un rapport periodique, sous 

la forme que determinera la Conference generale, sur les lois, lAglements et 
statistiques relatifs a ses institutions et a son activite dans I’ordre de 
reducation, de la science et de la culture ainsi que sur la suite donnee aux 
recommandations et conventions visees k TArticle IV, paragraphe 4. 

ARTICLE IX 

Budget 

1. Le budget est administre par 1’Organisation. 

2. La Conference generale approuve definitivement le budget et fixe la 
participation financiere de cbacun des Etats Membres, sous reserve des 
dispositions qui pourront etre pievues en cette matifere par la convention 
eonclue avec I’Organisation des Nations Unies conformement a TArticle X 
de la presente Convention. 

3. Le Directeur General peut, avec Tapprobation du Conseil executif, 
recevoir directement tous dons, legs et subventions provenant de Gouveme- 
ments, d’institutions publiques ou privees, d’associations ou de particuliers. 

ARTICLE X 

Relations avec VOrganisation des Nations Unies 
L’Organisation sera rcliee, des que possible, ^ 1’Organisation des Nations 

Unies. Elle en constituera I’une des institutions specialisees prevues a 
rArticle 57 de la Charte des Nations Unies. Ces relations feront I’objet d’un 
accord avec 1’Organisation des Nations Unies conformement aux dispositions 
de 1’Article 63 de la Charte. Cet accord sera soumis, pour approbation, k la 
•Conference gdnerale de la presente Organisation. II devra • fournir les 
moyens d’etablir une cooperation effective entre les deux organisations, dans 
la poursuite de leurs fins communes. II consacrera, en me.me temps, 
I’autonomie de I’Organisation dans le domaine de sa competence particuliere, 
tel qu’il est defini dans la prdsente Convention. Cet accord poiirra 
notamment contenir toutes dispositions concernant 1’approbation du budget 
•et le financement de I’Organisation par I’Assembiee gendrale des Nations 
Unies. 

ARTICLE XI 

Relations avec d'autres organisations et institutions internationales 
specialisees 

1. L’Organisation peut cooperer avoc d’autres organisations ct 
institutions intergouvernementales specialisees, dont les taches et activites 
sont en barmonie avec les siennes. A cet efiet, le Directeur General peut. 
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sous la haute autorit4 du Conseil ex4cutif, 4tablir des relations effectives 
avec ces organisations ,et institutions et constituer les commissions mixtes 
jug4es n4cessaires pour assurer une cooperation efficace. Tout accord passd 
avec ces organisations ou institutions sp4cialis4es sera soumis k T approbation 
du Conseil ex4cutif. 

2. Toutes les fois que la Conference generale et les autorites 
competentes de toute autre organisation ou institution intergouvernementale 
specialises poursuivant des activites et des objectifs analogues jugeront 
souhaitable de transferer k T Organisation les ressources et fonctions de ladite 
organisation ou institution, le Directeur General pourra, sous reserve de 
I’approbation de la Conference, conclure, k la satisfaction des deux parties, 
les accords necessaires. 

3. L’Organisation pent, d’un commun accord avec d’autres organisations 
intergouvernementales, prendre des dispositions appropriees pour s’assurer 
une representation k leurs reunions respectives. 

4. L’Organisation des Nations Unies pour I’Education, la Science et la 
Culture peut prendre toutes dispositions utiles pour faciliter les consultations 
et assurer la cooperation avec les organisations internationales privees 
s’occupant questions qui entrent dans son domaine. Elle peut les-inviter 
a entreprendre certaines taches determinees rentrant dans leur competence. 
Cette cooperation peut egalement prendre la forme d’une participation 
appropriee de reprisentants desdites organisations aux travaux de comites 
consoltatifs crees par la Conference generale. 

ARTICLE XII 

Statut juridique de VOrganisation 
Les dispositions des Articles 104 et 105 de la Charte de 1’Organisation 

des Nations Unies relatives au statut juridique de cette Organisation, a 
ses privileges et immunites, s’appliquent. egalement k la pr4sente 
organisation. 

ARTICLE XIII 

Amendements 
1. Les projets d’amendements e la presente Convention prendront effet 

lorsqu’ils auront 4te adopt4s par la Conference gen4rale k la majorite des 
deux tiers; neanmoins, les amendements entrainant des modifications 
fondamentales dans les buts de I’Organisation ou des obligations nouvelles 
pour les Etats Membres, devront etre ensuite acceptes par les deux tiers 
des Etats Membres avant d’entrer en vigueur. Le texte des projets 
d’amendements sera communique aux Etats Membres par le Directeur 
General six mois au moins avant d’etre soumis k I’examen de la Conference 
generale. 

2. La Conference generale aura pouvoir d’adopter k la majorite des deux 
tiers un reglement en vue de I’application des dispositions du present article. 

ARTICLE XIV 

Interpretation 
1. Les textes anglais et frauQais de la piAsente Convention font 

egalement foi. 
2. Toutes questions et tons differends relatifs k I’interpretation de la 

piAsente Convention seront soumis pour decision k la Cour Internationale de 
J ustice ou a un tribunal arbitral, selon ce que ddcidera la Conference generale 
conformement a son reglement inlerieur. 
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ARTICLE XV 

' Entree en vigueur 
1. La 2Dr4sente Convention sera soumise k acceptation. Les instruments 

d'acceptation seront d4pos4s aupr^s du Gouvernement du Royaume-Uni, 
2. La pr4sente Convention sera d4pos4e dans les archives du Gouverne- 

ment du Royaume-Uni, ou elle restera ouverte k la signature. Les signatures 
pourront etre apposees avant ou apres le d4p6t des instruments d’acceptation. 
L’acceptation ne sera valable que si elle est pr4c4d4e ou suivie d’une 
signature. 

3. La presente Convention entrera en^ vigueur lorsqu’elle aura 4t4 
acceptee par vingt de ses signataires. liCS acceptations ult^rieures prendront 
effet immediatement. 

4. Le Gouvernement du Royaume-Uni notifiera a tons les Membres de^ 
rOrganisation des Nations Unies la reception de tons • les instruments 
d’acceptation et la date k laquelle la Convention entrera en vigueur conforme- 
ment au paragraphe precedent. 

En foi de quoi les soussignes, dument autoris6s k cet elfet, ont sign4 la 
pr4sente Convention dans les langues anglaise et fran^aise, les deux textes 
faisaiit 4galement foi. 

Eait a Londres, le seize novernbre 1945, en un seul exemplaire dans les 
langues anglaise et fran^aise. Des copies dument certifi^es conformes seront 
remises par le Gouvernement du Royaume-Uni aux Gouvernements de tous 
les Etats fiiembres des Nations Unies. 

(See List of Signatories—page 17) 
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ERRATUM 
Page 17, lines 1 and 2. 

For—“ Argentine Republic   11th June, 1946 
Australia   

Read—“ Argentine Republic  
Australia   11th June, 1946 " 
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Signatories 
Argentine Eepublic  
Australia 
Belgium   
Bolivia 
Brazil 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Eepublic 
Canada 
Chile ... 
China... 
Colombia 
Costa Eica   
Cuba ... 
Czechoslovakia   
Denmark 
Dominican Eepublic 
Ecuador ...   
Egypt  

(With the reservation that Egypt’s share in the 
Organisation’s expenses should be approved 
by the Egyptian Parliament) 

Prance 
Greece 
Guatemala ... 
Haiti  
India ... 
Iran ... 
Iraq ... 
Lebanon 
Liberia 
Luxembourg 
Mexico 
The Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Nicaragua 
Norway 
Panama 
Peru ... 
Philippine Commonwealth 
Poland 
Saudi Arabia 
Syria ... 
Turkey ...   
Union of South Africa 
United Kingdom of Great Britai 

Ireland 
United States of America ... 
Uruguay   
Venezuela 
Yugoslavia ...   

Date of the deposit of 
the Instrument of 

Acceptance 
11th June, 1946 

14th October, 1946 

6th September, 1946 

13th September, 1946 

5th October, 1946 
‘20th September, 1946 
2nd July, 1946 

16th Julv, 1946 

and Northe 

29th June, 1946 
4th November, 1946 

12th June, 1946 

28th October, 1946 

12th June, 1946 

6th March, 1946 

8th August, 1946 

30th April, 1946 

6th July, 1946 
3rd June, 1946 

n 
. 20th February, 1946 
. 30th September, 1946 

13670 \Vt. 1955/928 11/46 F.O.P. 32677 Op. 340 
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