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EXCHANGE OF NOTES

BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

CONCERNING THE RESIDENCES OF THE AMBASSADORS OF

THE TWO COUNTRIES

No. 1

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office, London
to the Embassy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, London

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office presents its compliments to the Embassy of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and, with reference to the negotiations between
delegations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, and the Agreed Minutes I and II of 26 March 1991 in furtherance of the
understanding between the British Prime Minister and the President of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics of 8 June 1990 concerning the Residences of the Ambassadors of the
two countries, has the honour to propose the following:

1. (1) The Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (" the Government of
the USSR") shall grant to the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland (" the Government of the United Kingdom ") a 99 year lease at
an annual rent of 1 Rouble of the land and buildings at present occupied by the British
Embassy at 14 Morisa Toreza Embankment, Moscow;

(2) The Government of the United Kingdom shall grant to the Government of the USSR
a 99 year lease at an annual rent of £I (one pound Sterling) of the land and building
at present occupied by the Embassy of the USSR at 13 Kensington Palace Gardens,
London;

(3) The Government of the United Kingdom shall relinquish their rights under the
Agreement concerning the Mutual Provision of Sites signed in Moscow on 31 March
19871 (" the Sites Agreement ") in respect of the site on Voyevodina Street, Moscow;

(4) The Government of the United Kingdom shall grant to the Government of the USSR
a 99 year lease at an annual rent of £1 (one pound Sterling ) of the land and building
at No. 6/7 Kensington Palace Gardens for the Embassy of the USSR in London. The
Government of the United Kingdom shall effect the reconstruction, repair and
redecoration of the building at No. 6/7 Kensington Palace Gardens in accordance with
their own plans and specifications, formulated after consultation with the Government
of the USSR, so as to render the building suitable for occupation; subsequently, the
Government of the United Kingdom will carry out at their own expense all necessary
work on the premises at No. 14 Morisa Toreza Embankment and the Government of
the USSR on the premises at No.6/7 and No. 13 Kensington Palace Gardens;

(5) The arrangements set out in sub-paragraphs (1), (2) and (4) above shall take effect as
from I January 1991. The lease of the land and building at No. 6/7 Kensington Palace
Gardens shall be granted on the date on which the Government of the United
Kingdom make these premises available: it is the intention of the Government of the
United Kingdom that this date shall be not later than 31 December 1993.

2. In the period before the occupation of the new buildings of the Embassies in London and
Moscow the following interim arrangements shall enter into force as from I January 1991
and shall remain in force until the vacation of the buildings at Nos. 10, 16 and 18 Kensington
Palace Gardens occupied by the Embassy of the USSR in London on the dates indicated
below:

(1) The Government of the United Kingdom shall make available to the Government
of the USSR the land and building at 16 Kensington Palace Gardens on the terms and
conditions of the lease dated 5 July 1931 for a maximum period of 10 years or until the
date of completion of construction of the new buildings of the Embassy of the USSR
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on the site at Nos . 1-5 Kensington Palace Gardens, whichever is the sooner , but at an
annual rent of £40,000 (forty thousand pounds Sterling ) payable to the Crown Estate
Commissioners in exchange for the premises at 9 Ulitsa Vakhtangova on the terms and
conditions of the lease dated I I February 1986 but at an annual rent of £40,000 (forty
thousand pounds Sterling) or the equivalent in Roubles at the rate of exchange which
shall be applied on the day of payment to transactions of this kind;

(2) The Government of the United Kingdom shall make available to the
Government of the USSR the building at 10 Kensington Palace Gardens for a
maximum period of 10 years or until the date of completion of construction of the
new buildings of the Embassy of the USSR on the site at Nos. 1-5 Kensington
Palace Gardens, whichever is the sooner , on the terms and conditions of the lease
dated 16 June 1980 as amended by the Agreement for Surrender concerning
No. 10 Kensington Palace Gardens signed on 22 November 1991, but at an annual
rent payable to the Crown Estate Commissioners of £1 (one pound Sterling). The
competent authorities of the USSR shall, for the period that No. 10 Kensington
Palace Gardens remains in the use of the Embassy of the USSR, make available at
an annual rent of I Rouble, 1,489 m2 of accommodation already occupied by the
British Embassy in Moscow;

(3) The Government of the United Kingdom shall continue to make available to
the Government of the USSR the building at No . 18 Kensington Palace Gardens
for a maximum period of ten years on the terms and conditions of the lease dated
31 December 1929, but at an annual rent payable to the Crown Estate
Commissioners of £1 (one pound Sterling). The Government of the USSR shall
vacate the building at No . 18 Kensington Palace Gardens on the date of occupation
of the building at No . 6/7 Kensington Palace Gardens . The Government of the
United Kingdom recognise that agreement was reached on 22 November 1991
between the Embassy of the USSR and the Crown Estate Commissioners to
exchange the building at 18 Kensington Palace Gardens for the building at
15 Kensington Palace Gardens at an annual rent of £1 (one pound Sterling) to be
paid to the Crown Estate Commissioners. The premises at 15 Kensington Palace
Gardens shall , when occupied , be regarded as part of the premises of the diplomatic
mission of the USSR for the purposes of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic
Relations.

(4) The Government of the United Kingdom shall not require any compensation in
respect of the present occupation of No. 5 Kensington Palace Gardens nor in respect of
Nos. 4 and 5 Kensington Palace Gardens when made available to the Government
of the USSR under the Sites Agreement for the period during which they shall remain
in the use of the Embassy of the USSR.

3. Insofar as the arrangements set out in the present Note are inconsistent with the
provisions of the Sites Agreement , the arrangements set out in this Note shall prevail, and
in particular:

(1) The obligation of the Government of the USSR to grant a lease of the site at Ulitsa
Voyevodina to the Government of the United Kingdom (Article 1, paragraph 1(b) of
the Sites Agreement) shall no longer apply;

(2) The provisions of Article 3(1) of the Sites Agreement shall not apply to that part
of the London sites known as No. 6/7 Kensington Palace Gardens;

(3) In Article 4(3) of the Sites Agreement the provision that the Government of the
United Kingdom shall clear the part of the London sites known as No. 6/7 Kensington
Palace Gardens of all underground services outside the perimeter of the existing
buildings shall be understood to mean that only those underground services shall be
removed which are not required for the use of this building;

(4) Article 9 ( l) of the Sites Agreement shall no longer apply . Instead , vacation of
Nos. 10 , 16 and 18 Kensington Palace Gardens shall take place upon the termination
of the interim arrangements in respect of each property set out in paragraph 2 of this
Note;

(5) Article 10(4) of the Sites Agreement shall be interpreted in accordance with the
above provisions.
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4. If the above proposals are acceptable to the Government of the USSR , the Foreign
and Commonwealth Office have the honour to suggest that this Note and the Embassy's
reply to that. effect shall constitute an Agreement between the two Governments which
shall enter into force on the date of the Embassy ' s reply and which shall be considered an
integral part of the Sites Agreement.

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the
Embassy the assurance of its highest esteem.

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE

London

22 November 1991
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No. 2

The Embassy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics , London
to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office , London

HOCOnbCTBO Com03a COBeTCKHX CO11HaJIHCTH4eCKHX Pecny6nuK HMeeT 4ecTb
nOATBePJHTb nonyMeHHe HOTbI MHHHCTepcTBa HHOCTpaHHbIX Aen H no AenaM
conpyxcecTBa OT 22 HoA6ps 1991 r. CnenyiOmero conepxcaHHA:

(< MHHHCTepcTBO HHOCTpaHHblx Aen H no AenaM Cogpy)KecrBa CBHAeTennCTByeT

CBOe yBaxceHHe IIOCOnbCTBy Col03a COBeTCKHX CoLHaJlHCTH4eCKHX Pecny6JIHK H,
ccbinasCb Ha neperosopbi AenerauHH MHHHCTepcTBa HHOCTpaHHLIX Aen Co1o3a

COBeTCKHX CouHa-JlHCTH4ecxHx Pecny61tHK H MHHHCTepcTBa HHOCTpaHH&IX Aen H no

AenaM COApyxceCTBa CoemHHeHHoro KoponeBCTBa BeJIHKO6pHTaHHH H Cesepnoi
I'IpnaHAHH , B COOTBeTCTBHH C IIpOTOKonaMH No I H II OT 26 MapTa 1991 roaa H B pa3BHTHe

AOrOBOpeHHOCTH Me)KAy IlpeMbep -MHHHCTpOM BenHKo6pHTaHHH H IIpe3HAeHTOM

C0I03a COBeTCKHX COUHanHCTH4eCKHX Pecny611 HK OT 8 HH)HA 1990 roAa 0 pe3HAeHUHAX

IlocnoB o6eHx cTpaH , HMeeT XecT-b I7peAnox(HTb HH xcecneAyloIuee:

I. /I/ IlpaBHTenbcTBO Colo3a COBeTCXHX COAHaJIHCTH4eCKHX Pecny611Hx

(((IIpaBHTenbCTBO CCCP ») HpeAOCTaBHAeT flpaBHTenbCTBy Coe$HHeHHoro

KoponeBCTBa BeJIHKO6pHTaHHH H CeBepHOFi HpnaHAHH (<( IlpaBHTenbCTBO

CoeAHHeHHOro KoponeBCTBa >>) B apeHAy Ha 99 neT npH apeHAHoli nnaTe B pa3Mepe

I (OAHoro ) py6nA B rOA 3eMenbHbIN y4aCTOK H 3AaHHA , 3aHHMaeMble B HaCTOAnIee

BpeMA IIOCOnbCTBOM BeJ1HKO6pHTaHHH no aApecy : MoCKBa , Ha6.M .Tope3a, 14;

/2/ IIpaBHTenBCTBO COeJIHHeHHOro KoponeBCTBa HpenOCTaBJlneT IIpaBHTenbCTBy
CCCP B apeHAy Ha 99 neT npH apeHAHoit MaTe B pa3Mepe I (OAHoro) 4yHTa

CTepJ1HHFOB B rOA 3eMenbHbIN yMaCTOK H 3AaHHe , 3aHHMaeMble B HaCTOAluee BpeMA

IIOCOnbCTBOM CCCP HO anpec y: JIOHAOH , KeHCHHrTOH flanac rapAeHC, 13;

/3/ IIpaBHTenTCTBO COeJIHHeHHoro KoponeBCTBa OTKa3bIBaeTCA OT CBOHx npaB,
npe$OCTaBneHHbIx eMy B COOTBeTCTBHH C CornaueM 0 B3aHMHOM npe4OCTaBneHHH

3eMenbHbMX y'aCTKOB , nOAHHCaHHbIM B MOCKBe 31 MapTa 1987 roja (< CornameHHe
o6 y4acrxax »), B OTHOIHCHHH 3eMenbnoro y4acTKa no aApecy: MocxBa, nep.
BOeBOAHHa;

/4/ IIpaBHTenbcTBO CoeaHHeHHOFO KoponeBCTBa npeAocraBnAeT IIpaBHTenbCTBy CCCP

B apeHAy Ha 99 neT npH apeHAHOii nnaTe B pa3Mepe I (OAHOrO) ()yHTa CTCpJ1HHrOB B

rOA AAA IIoconbcrBa CCCP B JIOHAOHC 3eMenbHbIN y iaCTOK H 3AaHHe no aApecy:

KeHCHHrTOH II3nac I'apAeHC , 6/7. IIpaBHTeJIbCIBO COeAHHeHHOro KoponeBCTBa

npOH3BeACT peKOHCTpyKUHIO , peMOHTHble H OTAenOgHble pa6OTbi no 3naHHIO Ha

KeHcHHrTOH II3nac I-apAenc , 6/7 B COOTBeTCTBHH CO CBOHMH nnaHaMH H

clleuH4IHKauHei , C(XOpMyBHpOBaHHb1MH nocne KOHCyJmTauHN c IIpaBHTeJImCTBOM

CCCP, C TeM , 4TO6bI CAenaTb 3TO 3AaHHe npHFOAHbIM K axciulyaTawHH ; B Aa rbHeNIUeM

HpaBHTenbcTBO CoeAHHeHHOro KoponeBCTBa OCyU1eCTBHT 3a CBDN C4eT Bee

Heo6XOAHMble pa60TbI no AOMOBna.eHHIO Ha Ha6 . M.Tope3a , 14, a IIpaBHTeJmcTBO

CCCP-no AOMOBna$eHHAM Ha KeHCHHITOH II3nac rapAeHC , 6/7 H 13;

/ 5 / ROFOBopeHHOCTII , yKa3aHHble B nyHKTax / 1/, /2/ H /4/ BbIIHe , C4HTaIOTCA

BCTyIHBUIHMH B CHny C I AHBapA 1991 roAa . ApeHAa 3eMenbHOrO y4acTKa H 3AaHHA

Ha KeHCHHrTOH II 3nac I'apneHC, 6/7 Ha4HeTCA C aaTbI , KOrAa IipaBHTenbcrBO
CoenHHeHH oro KoponeBCTBa npeROCTaBHT 3TO AoMOBnaAeHHe : HaMepeHHeM

HpaBHTenbCTBa COeAHHeHHoro Kopone BCTBa ABJIAeTCA TO, 4TO 3Ta AaTa 6yAeT He

no3AHee 31 .4exa6pA 1993 rona.

2. Ha nepHOA AO 3aceneHHA HOBbIX 3$aHHH nOCOnbCTB B JIOHAOHe H MocxBe

cneAyion*He BpeMeHHLIe AOTOBOpeHHOCTH C'HTaIOTCA BCTynHBIHHMH B CHny C I AHBapA

1991 roAa H AeICTByIOT A0 ocBo6o)KaeHHA 3aunMaeMblx IIOCOnbCTBOM CCCP B JIOHnoHe

3AaHHN no aApecy: KCHCHHrTOH Mime I'apneHC, 10, 16 H 18 B AaTH, yKa3aHHble HH)Ke:

/I/ IIpaBHTenbcTBO CoeAHHeHHoro KoponeBCTBa npeAOCTaBJIAeT

IIpaBHTenbcTBy CCCP 3eMenbHbIN y4aCTOK H 3AaHHe no aApecy: KeHCHHrTOH
II3nac I'apAeHc, 16 Ha ycno BHAX Aoroeopa apeHAbl OT 5 HIOJIA 1931 rona Ha
MaKCHManbHbIN CpOK 10 neT HJIH AO aaTbl 3aBepIII HHA CTpoHTeJlbCTBa HOBbIX

3AaHHN IIOCOnnCTBa CCCP Ha y4aCTKe no aApecy: KCHCHHrTOH II3nac rapaenc,
1-5, B 3aBHCHMOCTH OT TOFO, KaKae AaTa HaCTynHT paHbuJe npH excero$HOIi
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