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EXCHANGE OF NOTES
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

CONCERNING THE ABOLITION OF VISAS

No. I

Her Majesty's Embassy to the German Democratic Republic to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic

v

Note No. 115

Her Britannic Majesty's Embassy present their compliments to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic and have the honour to propose the
following.

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland with
a view to facilitating travel between the United Kingdom and the German Democratic
Republic are prepared to conclude an Agreement with the Government of the German
Democratic Republic in the following terms:

1. Subject to the provisions of paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 of this Note, British nationals
holding valid British passports of a type described in the Annex to this Note shall be
free to travel to the German Democratic Republic without the necessity of first
obtaining a visa on their passports.

2. Subject to the provisions of paragraphs 3 and 4 of this Note, German Democratic
Republic nationals holding valid German Democratic Republic passports (including
Service and Diplomatic passports) shall be free to travel to the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man without
the necessity of first obtaining a visa on their passports.

3. It is agreed that the waiver of the visa requirement shall not exempt British
nationals proceeding to the German Democratic Republic, nor German Democratic
Republic nationals proceeding to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man from the necessity of complying with
the respective laws and regulations concerning the entry and residence (temporary or
permanent) of foreigners and their participation, whether on a self-employed or
salaried basis, in gainful activity. Travellers who are unable to satisfy the immigration
authorities that they comply with these laws and regulations are liable to be refused
leave to enter, land or stay in the respective territories.

4. The competent authorities of the German Democratic Republic and of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Channel Islands and the Isle of
Man reserve the right to refuse leave to enter or stay in their territory in any case where
the person concerned is considered undesirable or otherwise ineligible under the
general policy of the respective Governments relating to the entry or stay of foreigners.

5. German Democratic Republic nationals travelling to territories not referred to in
paragraph 2 above for the international relations of which the Government of the
United Kingdom are responsible shall also not come within the scope of this
Agreement.

6. The Government of the German Democratic Republic or the Government of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland may temporarily suspend the
foregoing provisions in whole or in part for reasons of public policy. In any such case
the suspension shall be notified to the other Government through the diplomatic
channel and shall have effect immediately upon such notification.

7. This Agreement may be terminated by either of the Parties on giving 30 (thirty)
days' advance notice in writing to the other.
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If the above proposals are acceptable to the Government of the German Democratic
Republic, the Embassy have the honour to suggest that the present Note and the Ministry's
reply shall constitute an Agreement concerning the Abolition of Visas between the two
Governments . It shall enter into force on 8 June 1990.

The Embassy avail themselves of this opportunity to renew to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs the assurances of their highest consideration.

BRITISH EMBASSY

25 May 1990
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I. UNITED KINGDOM AND ISLANDS PASSPORTS-'BLUE NON-EC' FORMAT

Passport Cover National Status Endorsements
(Shown on Page 1) (Shown on Page 5)

British Passport British Citizen None

Royal Crest

British Subject, " Holder has the right of
Citizen of the United abode in the " United
Kingdom and Colonies Kingdom"

or

United Kingdom of "Holder has the right of
Great Britain abode in the United
and Northern Ireland Kingdom but has no

right to employment or
establishment in the
remainder of the European
Community "

or

Jersey

or

"Holder is entitled to
readmission to the United
Kingdom"

or

Guernsey and its
Dependencies

or

Isle of Man British Subject " Holder has the right of
abode in the United
Kingdom"
or
"Holder is entitled to
readmission to the United
Kingdom"
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H. UNITED KINGDOM AND ISLANDS PASSPORTS-
BURGUNDY RED EC FORMAT

Passport Cover National Status Endorsements
(Shown on Page 1) (Shown on Page 5)

European Community British Citizen None

United Kingdom of British Subject " Holder has the right of
Great Britain and abode in the United
Northern Ireland Kingdom "

or

British Islands'
Bailiwick of Jersey

or

British Islands'
Bailiwick of Guernsey

or

British Islands'
Isle of Man

Royal Crest

Passport

Passports not yet in issue . Final format may differ slightly.

III. UNITED KINGDOM AND ISLANDS PASSPORTS-
BURGUNDY RED NON EC FORMAT

Passport Cover National Status
(Shown on Page 1)

Endorsements
(Shown on Page 5)

United Kingdom of
Great Britain
and Northern Ireland

Royal Crest

Passport

British Subject

British, British
Dependent Territories
Citizen (Name of
Dependent Territory)

British National
(Overseas)

British Overseas
Citizen

British, British
Dependent Territories
Citizen (Name of
Dependent Territory)

British National
(Overseas)

British Overseas
Citizen

" Holder is entitled to
readmission to the United
Kingdom "

" Holder is entitled to
readmission to United
Kingdom "

" Holder is entitled to
readmission to the United
Kingdom "

" Holder is entitled to
readmission to the United
Kingdom "

"Holder is entitled to
readmission to the United
Kingdom "

" Holder is entitled to
readmission to the United
Kingdom "

"Holder is entitled to
readmission to the United
Kingdom "
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