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AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS
ON EARLY NOTIFICATION OF A NUCLEAR ACCIDENT AND EXCHANGE OF
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE OPERATION AND MANAGEMENT OF

NUCLEAR FACILITIES

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and
the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics;

Desiring to develop mutually beneficial bilateral collaboration in the peaceful use of
nuclear energy;

Convinced of the need for international co-operation to promote the safe use of
nuclear energy;

Taking into consideration the Convention on Early Notification of a Nuclear Accident
adopted on 26 September 19861, (hereinafter referred to as " the Convention ") and, in
particular , Article 9 of that Convention;

Convinced that it is important for both countries to co-operate closely in order to limit
the transboundary consequences of any release of radioactive materials;

Desiring that both States should to that end be provided with the necessary
information as quickly as possible;

Recognising the desirability of exchanging information between them on nuclear
safety matters;

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE I

1. This Agreement, in so far as it relates to the notification of nuclear accidents, shall
apply to facilities and activities referred to in Article I and 3 of the Convention.

2. This Agreement, in so far as it relates to the exchange of information, shall apply to
civil nuclear power plants and storage facilities for unused and spent fuel thereof.

NOTIFICATION OF NUCLEAR ACCIDENTS

ARTICLE 2

In the event of an accident as defined in Article I of the Convention in the territory of
one Party which could be of radiological safety significance for the other Party, the former
Party shall forthwith notify the other Party directly. It shall also provide it with any
available information in accordance with Article 5 of the Convention.

ARTICLE 3

The Parties are prepared to notify each other as soon as possible of a nuclear accident
falling within the scope of Article 3 of the Convention if it is the assessment of the Party
within whose territory the accident has taken place that the effect of the accident outside
its territory could be of radiological safety significance for the other Party.

ARTICLE 4

If a Party registers an exceptional increase in levels of radiation in its territory not
caused by release from facilities or activities in its territory, it shall notify the other Party
and shall continue to keep the other Party informed of developments.
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EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION

ARTICLE 5

1. The Parties shall exchange the following information promptly and fully:

(a) basic information on developments over the previous year in all civil nuclear power
plants along the lines reported to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) for
the Power Reactor Information System including relevant information relating to
safety features at such nuclear power facilities;

(b) more detailed information on a number of civil nuclear power plants with different
types of reactors on the territory of each Party which can be used by the receiving Party
in assessing the consequences of an accident involving such facilities and in working
out the necessary measures for the protection of the population.

2. The competent authorities shall, by a Protocol attached to this Agreement, identify the
reactors under paragraph 1(b) and the scope and nature of information to be exchanged
under this Article. Either Party may propose amendment of the choice of reactors or the
nature and scope of information to be exchanged. The proposal shall be in writing and shall
be assented to in writing. A meeting of experts nominated by the Parties shall be held upon
the request of either Party to discuss any matter which is agreed between the Parties to be
substantial and connected with the exchange of information pursuant to this Article. Such
a meeting shall be held at a mutually agreed place.

3. Information exchanged under this Article shall, when appropriate, be provided in
accordance with national legislation.

ARTICLE 6

The Parties shall encourage the Health and Safety Executive of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the State Committee of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics for the Supervision of Safety at Work in Industry and in the Nuclear
Industry to maintain in operation arrangements to exchange information on matters for
which they have responsibility.

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 7

Each Party shall make known to the other Party its competent authorities and
appropriate means of communication for the purpose of implementing this Agreement,
and shall inform the other in the event of any change in the designation of these authorities
or means.

ARTICLE 8

This Agreement shall not affect the rights and obligations of the Parties under
agreements previously entered into by them.

ARTICLE 9

The provisions of this Agreement may be modified at any time by agreement between
the Parties.

ARTICLE 10

I. The Agreement shall enter into force on signature.

2. This Agreement may be terminated by either Party by giving one year's written notice
of its intention to the other Party.

In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorised thereto, have signed this
Agreement.
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Done at Moscow this tenth day of April 1990, in duplicate in the English and Russian
languages , both texts being equally authoritative.

For the Government of the United For the Government of the Union of
Kingdom of Great Britain and Soviet Socialist Republics:
Northern Ireland:

r

[DOUGLAS HURD]

CCG^ ^v z- L

[EDUARD SHEVARDNADZE]

4



PROTOCOL

TO THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND AND

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

ON EARLY NOTIFICATION OF A NUCLEAR ACCIDENT AND EXCHANGE OF
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE OPERATION AND MANAGEMENT OF

NUCLEAR FACILITIES

Y

Both Parties have agreed that the information to be exchanged in accordance with
Article 5 of the Agreement between the Government of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics on Early Notification of a Nuclear Accident and Exchange of Information
concerning the Operation and Management of Nuclear Facilities shall be as follows:

Section I Under Article 5.1(a)

(I) For all nuclear facilities covered by the Agreement, completed proforma returns
along the lines provided for the IAEA under the Power Reactor Information System and
indicated in the Attachment to the present Protocol.

(2) Returns for those facilities made under the IAEA' s Incident Reporting System shall
also be supplied.

Section II Under Article 5.1(b)

In respect of the units listed below:

in the United Kingdom; in the Soviet Union;

Unit IAEA Code Unit IAEA Code

Wylfa, unit 2 GB-13 Rovno-2 SU-28
Heysham 1 , unit 2 GB-20B Novovoronezh-3 SU-9
Dungeness B, unit 2 GB- 18B Novovoronezh-5 SU-20
Dounreay PFR GB-15 Leningrad-4 SU-35

the Parties shall exchange the following information:

1. Descriptive drawings showing the main components and systems layout of each
plant.

2. Diagrams of essential equipment and primary circuit piping.

3. Any significant modifications to plant or procedures having safety connotations,
which require off-site approval.

4. Information about any unscheduled unit shutdown which may affect the level of
nuclear plant safety. (An unscheduled shutdown means an action as defined in
paragraph 10 of the instructions for completion ofIAEA Power Reactor Information
System Annual Questionnaire on operating experience with nuclear power plants.)

5. Brief description of geographical and meteorological and seismic conditions in
the vicinity of the nuclear plant.

6. Detailed information of on-site emergency planning provisions in the event of an
accident, including means of unit control and management.

7. Brief description of systems governing reactivity and their effectiveness.

8. Description of unit residual heat removal systems.

9. Data on containment and its control features.

10. Description and schematic diagrams of unit emergency power safety systems.

11. Information reviews about personnel exposure, gas/aerosol discharges and the
radiological situation in the vicinity of the nuclear plant.
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This Protocol shall be considered an integral part of the Agreement. It shall enter into
force on the day of the entry into force of the Agreement and shall remain in force for the
duration of the Agreement.

Done in duplicate at Moscow this tenth day of April 1990, in the English and Russian
languages, both texts being equally authoritative.

For the Government of the United For the Government of the Union of
Kingdom of Great Britain and Soviet Socialist Republics:
Northern Ireland:

[DOUGLAS HURD] [EDUARD SHEVARDNADZE]

r
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ATTACHMENT TO THE PROTOCOL

List of Information to be Provided Under Section I(1) of the Protocol

General

1. Reactortype
2. Number of reactors in the plant
3. Rated output of reactor
4. Location
5. Present status

Reactor Physics

6. Core parameters
7. Temperature coefficients
8. Shape and overall dimensions
9. Number and size of channels

10. Lattice
11. Critical mass
12. Core loading at rated power
13. Average power density in fuel
14. Average core power density
15. Bum-up
16. Fuel loading and unloading
17. Moderator
18. Blanket gas

Fuel Element

19. Form and composition
20. Cladding
21. Fuel assembly

Core Heat Transfer

22. Fuel element temperature
23. Channel velocity of the coolant
24. Heat transfer coefficient
25. Coolant temperature
26. Coolant pressures
27. Provision for shutdown heat removal

Control

28. Basic control features
29. Control , regulating and safety rods
30. Maximum rate of reactivity addition
31. Scram time and type of mechanism
32. Automatic control
33. Reactivity coefficients
34. Other shutdown provisions

Reactor Vessel

35. Form and dimensions
36. Integrated neutron flux
37. Reactor vessel and cladding materials
38. Pressures and nominal stress
39. Thermal insulation and/or thermal shield

Fluid Flow

40. Primary heat exchangers
41. Primarycircuit
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42. Primary circuit piping
43. Pumps or circulators
44. Primary coolant purification and losses
45. Secondary circuit
46. Safety features of the cooling system
47. System for detecting fuel element failures

Reflector and Biological Shielding

48. Reflector
49. Biological shielding and radiation levels
50. Biological shield cooling arrangements

Safety and containment

51. Site and surroundings
52. Type of containment
53. Arrangement materials and dimensions
54. Pressure
55. Leakage rate

Operation

56. Startup time
57. Maximum rate of power increase for load following
58. Computer usage
59. Staffing

v

S.
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