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AGREEMENT
ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A EUROPEAN PROJECT
ON POLLUTION, ON THE TOPIC “ RESEARCH INTO THE
PHYSICO-CHEMICAL BEHAVIOUR OF SO, IN THE

ATMOSPHERE *»
The Governments of
Denmark,
the Federal Republic of Germany,
Spain,

the French Republic,

the Kingdom of Greece,

the Italian Republic,

the Kingdom of the Netherlands,

the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia,

the Republic of Austria,

the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and
the European Coal and Steel Community
hereinafter referred to as “ the Signatories »,

Have ACCEPTED partlclpatlon in the project described below, heremafter
referred to as “ the project ”, and HAVE AGREED as follows:

ARTICLE 1

The Signatories shall co-ordinate their efforts in the project which consists
of research work on the physico-chemical behaviour of sulphur dioxide in
the atmosphere. An outline description of the work envisaged for the
project is contained in the Annex.

Research operations shall be carried out chiefly by means of work
entrusted to public research establishments which agree to work in associa-
tion on a multinational basis. Contracts may, however, be concluded between
the Signatory or Signatories concerned, on the one hand, and industrial
undertakings and other research establishments (private research centres,
university institutes or joint centres) on the other.

ARTICLE 2

The duration envisaged for work on the project shall be five years.

ARTICLE 3

This Agreement is open for signature by other European Governments
which participated in the Ministerial Conference held in Brussels on 22 and
23 November 1971 and by the European Communities, subject to the
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unanimous consent of the Signatories. This unanimous consent shall not
however be required until after the entry into force of the Agreement, on
condition that the annual sum allocated by new Signatories to work on
the project is no less than 20,000 Units of Account.

ARTICLE 4

A Management Committee, hereinafter referred to as * the Committee ”,
composed of one representative of each Signatory, is hereby established.
Each representative may be accompanied by such experts or advisers as
he may need.

The Committee shall draw up its rules of procedure. The rules shall

lay down the quorum required for the validity of the decisions of the
Committee.

The Committee shall draw up reasoned recommendations on the
research proposals submitted to it, as well as on the direction and volume
of the work envisaged. These recommendations shall be adopted by a simple
majority; minority views and the reasoning behind them may be expressed
in these recommendations.

Each representative shall have one vote in the Committee. Decisions
concerning procedure shall be adopted by a simple majority. All other
decisions shall be taken by unanimous vote; however, abstention by one or
more representatives shall not preclude unanimity.

ARTICLE 5

The Committee shall:

(a) address to the bodies concerned recommendations on the research
which it deems necessary to carry out, and recommend the allocation
of tasks among the Signatories;

(b) encourage co-operation between partners from different countries;

(c) follow the progress of the work and recommend, where appropriate,
such changes as may be necessary in the direction or the volume of the
work being undertaken;

(d) publish, annually and at the end of the project, a report containing
conclusions on the results of the operations covered by the project.

ARTICLE 6

At the request of the Signatories, the Secretariat of the Committee shall
be provided by the Commission of the European Communities.
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ARTICLE 7

The research outlay devoted to the work planned for the project shall
be divided as follows among the Signatories :

Annual maximum

Signatories amount in UA
Governments of
Denmark ... .. 40,000
Federal Republic of Germany 40,000
Spain 20,000
French Republic ... 40,000
Kingdom of Greece 20,000
Italian Republic ... . 40,000
Kingdom of the Netherlands .. 40,000
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslawa 60,000
Republic of Austria . 40,000
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northem Ireland 115,000
European Coal and Steel Community ... 60,000

In this connection, each Signatory shall be responsible for financing
operations under the project in respect of work carried out on its initiative.

However, a financial contribution may be made by a Signatory towards
work carried out upon the initiative of another Signatory on the basis of
an agreement between them.

Any joint expenses shall be shared equally among the Signatories, with
the exception of Secretariat expenses.

ARTICLE 8

Applications for the award of contracts pursuvant to Article 1 may be
submitted by industrial undertakings and research establishments, preferably -
working in association, which are capable of carrying out all or any part
of the planned research or of having certain parts thereof carried out on their
behalf and on their responsibility.

ARTICLE 9

The Signatories shall address to the Secretariat of the Committee the
research proposals submitted to them.

ARTICLE 10

The Signatories shall be responsible for the administration and financial
management of the contracts which they conclude.
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ARTICLE 11

1. The information and industrial property rights which any Signatory
has obtained from its own work in implementing this project shall remain
the property of that Signatory in so far as it is entitled to them under
its national legislation. It may make use of the information belonging to
the other Signatories for its own requirements in the fields of public safety
and public health.

The other Signatories shall be entitled, for the requirements defined
in the preceding sub-paragraph, to a non-exclusive licence, free of charge.
on the information and industrial property rights of any Signatory, arising
out of its work in implementing this project.

2. At the request of another Signatory, each Signatory shall grant
non-exclusive licences on its information and industrial property rights
referred to in paragraph 1, on fair and reasonable terms, to undertakings
established in the territory of the former.

3. The Signatories shall not prevent the use of the information and
industrial property rights referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 on the terms
set out in those paragraphs, by invoking against such use any prior property
rights which they may possess. '

4. Where under national law the information and industrial property
rights do not belong exclusively to the Signatories, the latter undertake
to grant each other, on the basis of the provisions of their national laws,
licences with the possibility of granting sub-licences, in order to ensure that
this Article is implemented effectively.

ARTICLE 12

The Signatories shall insert in the contracts a clause requiring the
industrial undertakings or research establishments to submit periodic progress
reports and a final report.

The progress reports shall be circulated in a limited number of copies
to the Signatories and to the Committee and shall be confidential to the
extent that they contain detailed technical information. The circulation
of the final report shall be much wider; the details thereof shall be decided
by the Committee.

ARTICLE 13

Without prejudice to the provisions of national laws, the Signatories shall
insert in the study contracts and the research and development contracts,
clauses enabling the application of the following provisions for as long as the
industrial property rights arising out of the studies, research and development
(hereinafter referred to as * research ), excluding know-how, remain valid.

1. Asregards the separately financed work :

(@) The industrial property rights over the research results belonging to
the undertakings or research establishments which carried out the
research or had it carried out on their behalf shall remain their
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property, but a Signatory concluding contracts which, in execution,
gave rise to such property rights may reserve certain rights which shall
be defined in the contracts.

As regards contracts concluded with research establishments (public
or private research centres, university institutes and joint centres),
it may be agreed that the industrial property rights are to belong
to the Signatory concerned or to any other body designated by that
Signatory.

The filing of applications for industrial property rights resulting
from the research shall be brought to the attention of the Signatories
through the agency of the Signatories to which the bodies relate.

(b) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-paragraph (c), the
proprietor of industrial property rights resulting from research or
acquired during it shall be at liberty to grant licences or dispose of the
industrial property rights, it being his responsibility to inform the
Signatories of such an intention through the agency of the Signatories
to which the bodies relate.

(¢) In so far as the stipulations of the Treaties establishing the European
Communities, the laws and regulations in force in the territory of the
Signatory concerned and obligations previously contracted by the
undertakings granted research contracts and notified at the time of
the conclusion of these contracts do not constitute any obstacle
thereto, each of the Signatories shall have the right to oppose the
granting to undertakings established outside the territories of the
Signatories of industrial property rights acquired by the undertakings
granted research contracts during the implementation of these contracts
and enabling the undertakings established outside the territories of the
Signatories to manufacture or sell on the territory of the Signatory.

{d) The proprietor of the industrial property rights shall, in the cases
enumerated below, be obliged to grant a licence at the request of
any Signatory other than the one who concluded the contract which
in execution gave rise to the industrial property rights:

(i) where this is necessary in order to meet the needs of the Signatory
requesting the licence in the fields listed in Article 11 (1), first
sub-paragraph;

(i1) where the market requirements in the territory of the Signatory
requesting the licence are not satisfied, in which case the licence
is to be granted to an undertaking designated by that Signatory
for the purpose of enabling that undertaking to meet the require-
ments of the market. However, a licence shall not be granted if
the proprietor establishes legitimate grounds for refusing it, in
particular that he has not been given adequate notice.

To obtain the grant of these licences, the applicant Signatory shall
apply to the Signatory which concluded the contract which in execution
gave rise to the industrial property rights.
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These licences shall be granted on fair and reasonable terms and
shall be accompanied by the right to grant a sub-licence on the same
terms. They may, under the same conditions, cover the prior
industrial property rights and applications for property rights of the
licensor, in so far as is necessary for their utilisation.

2. As regards the jointly financed work, the provisions set out in point 1
shall be applicable subject to the following: in the event of one of the
Signatories acting as the agent for the other Signatories, the rights which
it may reserve, in accordance with point 1 (@), shall extend to the other
Signatories.

3. The provisions set out in points 1 and 2 shall apply mutatis mutandis
to information not covered by industrial property rights (know-how, etc.).

ARTICLE 14

The Signatories shall consult with each other, if one of them so requests,
on any problem arising out of the application of this Agreement.

ARTICLE 15

1. Each of the Signatories shall notify the Secretary-General of the
Council of the European Communities as soon as possible of the completion
of the procedures required in accordance with its internal provisions for
the purpose of implementing this Agreement.

2. For the Signatories which have transmitted the notification provided
for in paragraph 1, this Agreement shall enter into force on the first
day of the second month following the date on which the majority of the
Signatories have transmitted these notifications.(*)

For those Signatories which transmit this notification after the entry into
force of this Agreement, it shall come into force on the date of receipt of
the notification.

Signatories which have not yet transmitted this notification at the time
of entry into force of this Agreement shall be able to take part in the work
of the Committee without voting rights for a period of six months after the
entry into force of this Agreement.

3. The Secretary-General of the Council of the European Communities
shall notify each of the Signatories of the deposit of the notifications provided
for in paragraph 1 and of the date of entry into force of this Agreement.

ARTICLE 16

This Agreement,drawn up in a single copyin the German, English, French,
Italian and Dutch languages, all texts being equally authentic, shall be
deposited in the archives of the General Secretariat of the Council of the

(*) The Agreement entered into force on 1 November 1972 for the Governments of

Austria, Denmark, France, the Federal Republic of Germany, Greece, Spain and the
United Kingdom.
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European Communities, which shall transmit a certified true copy to each of
the Signatories.

DoNE at Brussels on the twenty-third day of November in the year one
thousand nine hundred and seventy-one.

[For signatures and notifications see page 10]

ANNEX

1. Definition of the project

The project is concerned with the clarification of the physico-chemical
behaviour of sulphur dioxide in the atmosphere. The term ‘ physico-
chemical behaviour” is taken to mean all the reactions occurring in the
atmosphere which lead to a change in the state of sulphur dioxide or in the
course of which sulphur dioxide undergoes a chemical transformation which
decisively influences its further behaviour or the behaviour of its reaction
products.

2, Proposed research
The topics are as follows :

(1) Research into the natural mechanism for removing sulphur compounds
from the atmosphere, washout, adsorption on surfaces such as soil,
vegetation, etc. Research on vertical profiles of sulphur dioxide and
sulphuric acid in the atmosphere.

This topic can provide fundamental information on damage to
living organisms, corrosion of materials, acidification of soil and water
and the lifetime of sulphur dioxide in the atmosphere.

(2) Development of measuring methods and techniques for the determina-
tion of sulphuric acid, sulphates and the total acidity in the
atmosphere.

These studies are essential for the solution of the problems referred
to in the preceding item. They will also provide information required
for a more accurate assessment of the health risks caused by sulphuric
acid and, in conjunction with the research referred to in (1), they will
be of assistance in the definition of air quality criteria.

(3) A more intensive exchange of information and results of research
in this field, including those already undertaken by participating
countries by organising meetings and exchanging scientists.

3. Financial requirements for the implementation of the project

A sum of 260,000 Units of Account per annum for 4 years is considered
necessary for the implementation of the proposals set out above.

This sum includes the cost of supporting a total of six research teams (the
cost of maintaining each team being equivalent to that of maintaining one
professional scientist).
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The annual cost of a research team for topics I and 2 is estimated at
40,000 Units of Account and that arising from topnc 3 at 20,000 Units of
Account.

The scope of the project may be widened by increasing the number of
teams provided for in item 3 and, consequently, the sum of the amounts
provided for in Article 7 of the Agreement.

SIGNATURES AND NOTIFICATIONS UNDER ARTICLE 15 (1)

Government of : Date of deposit
of notification
Austria 27 Sept. 1972
Denmark 14 Dec. 1971
France 3 Mar. 1972
Germany, Fed Rep of 26 June 1972
Greece .. 1 June 1972
i ltaly '

Netherlands
Spain . 20 Sept. 1972
United ngdom 12 May 1972
Yugoslavia ... 2 Feb. 1973 (date

of notification)
European Coal and Steel Community
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