c
v
Py
>
-

ETHIOPIA j 4 9,‘

Treaty Series No. 38 (1949)

Agi‘eement

between His Majesty in respect of the United Kingdom .
and His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of Ethiopia for the

Regulation of Mutual Relatio’nsi

[With Annexure, Schedule and Exchanges of Letters)

—

* Addis Ababa, 19th December, 1944

, "Presented by the Secretary of State for.Foreign Affairs to Parliament
by Command of His Majesty .

LONDON |
HIS MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE
' SIXPENCE NET
Cmd. 7722



AGREEMENT BETWEEN HIS MAJESTY IN RESPECT OF THE
. UNITED KINGDOM . AND HIS IMPERIAL MAIJESTY THE
EMPEROR OF ETHIOPIA FOR THE REGULATION OF MUTUAL
RELATIONS

Addis Ababa, '19th December, 1944

His Majesty The King of Great Britain, Ireland and the British
Dominions beyond the Seas,- Emperor of India (hereinafter referred to as
His Majesty the King), and His Imperial Majesty The Emperor of Ethiopia,
Conquering Lion of the Tribe.of Judah, Elect of God (hereinafter referred
to as His Imperial Majesty the Emperor),

. Whereas, on the 3lIst January, 1942, an Agreement and a Military
Convention(!) were signed at Addis Ababa ‘between His Majesty the Emperor
and the Government of His Majesty the King in the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, with the provision - that they should
remain in force until replaced by a treaty for which His Imperial Majesty the
Emperor might wish to make proposals;

Considering that circumstances have changed since the said- Agreement
and Convention were concluded, but that while the war continues it is not
opportune to negotiate a permanent treaty;

Desiring, as members of the United Nations, to render mutual assxstance
to- the cause' of the United Nations and to conclude a new temporary
Agreement for the regulation of their mutual relations

Have accordingly appointed as their plempotenﬂanes —

His Imperial Ma]esty The Emperor
His Excellency Bitweddad Makonnen Endalkachau, The Prime
Minister;
" His Majesty The King: For the United Kingdom of Great Brltam
and Northern Ireland : -

The Right Honourable, Earl De La Warr -a Member of the Privy
Council;

who, having exchanged their full powers, found ‘to be in due and proper form,
have agrced as follows :(— :

ARTICLE I

The Agreement and the Military Convention concluded on the 3lst
. January, 1942, are superseded by the present Agreement.

ARTICLE I

Dxplomatlc relations between the High Contracting Parties shall be
conducted through an Ethiopian Minister Plempotentlary in London accredited
to His Majesty the King and a British Minister Plenipotentiary in Addis .
- Ababa accredited to. His Imperlal Majesty the Emperor. A

~ ARTICLE I
1. The Imperial Ethiopian Government will retain or appoint British or
other foreign persons of experience and special qualifications to be advisers or
officers of their administration and judges as they find necessary.
(1) “ Ethlopla No. 1 (1942),” Cmd. 6334.
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2: :fhe Government of the United Kingdom will .assist _The Tmperial
Ethiopian Government in finding suitable persons of British nationality whom

they may desire to appoint.

ARTICLE IV

: 1. Jurisdiction over British subjects, British Protected Persons, and

British Companies shall be exercised by the Ethiopian Courts constituted
according to~the Statute for the Administration of Justice issued by His
Imperial Majesty the Emperor in 1942 and the Rules of Court issued in
1943, provided (a) that in Article 4 of Section IIL of the Statute there shall
be substituted for “ judges of - British hationality ” the words “judges of
proven judicial experience in other lands,” and (b) that, in the hearing by
the High Court of any matter, all persons shall have the right to derhand
that one of the judges sitting shall have had judicial experience in other
lands. .
2. British sub]ects arid British Protected Persons shall be incarcerated
- only in prisons which are approved by an officer who has had experience in

moderh prison .administration.

ARTICLE V .

1. The Government of the United Kingdom will (a) relmqursh the
control and management of the section of the Franco-Ethiopian Railway
which lies in Ethiopian territory within three months of receiving from the
Imperial Ethiopian Government a formal assurance that-satisfactory arrange-
ments have been made for its continued efficient operation, and (b) transfer
the control.and management of the section of the Railway referred to in
(a) above to the organisation specified in the formal assurance.

2.+ The Imperial Ethiopian Government recognise that the maintenance
of the Railway in efficient operation is an essential part of the war effort,
and also agree that any traffic for which priority is in future requested by
the Middle East Supply Centre or by the British Military Authormes w1ll
receive that priority.

3. The Imperial Ethiopian Government, in makmg arrangements for the
operation and management of the Railway, undertake that these arrange-

I

ments will not be such as to prejudice the legal rlghts of the Franco-

Ethiopian Railway Company.
4. The Governmeni of the Umted Kingdom will also before the con-

clusion of the period specified in paragraph 1. above, withdraw from the
cantonment of Diredawa and the area north-west of the Railway formerly
included in the area defined in paragraph 1 of the Schedule to the Anglo-
Ethxopran Mlhtary Convention, 1942.

ARTICLE VI

1. The Government of the United Kingdom will make available to the
Imperial Ethiopian Government a military mission which shall be a unit
of the military forces of His Majesty the ng under the command of the
 Head of the Mission. It shall be called “The British Military Mission to
Ethiopia.”

2. The status and privileges of.the members of the military mission will
be governed by the terms of the annexure(®) to the present Article.

3. The Head of the Mission shall be responsible to the Minister of War
of the Imperial Ethiopian Government for the oraamsatlon trammg and
administration of the Ethiopian Army.

(®) See page 6.
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4. The policy governing such organisation, training and administration
shall- be laid down by the Minister cf War of the Imperial Ethiopian Govern-
ment in consultation with the Head of the Mission. The Minister shall have
the right to satisfy himself ‘that the policy so laid down is being executed.

5. The Minister of War of the Imperial Ethiopian Government and the
Head of the British Military Mission to Ethiopia shall agree as to the general
disposition and movement of the members”of the mission, as well as the
‘strength of the mission. : . . o ) .

6. The British Military Mission shall -be withdrawn during the currency
of this agreement if, after consultation between the High Contracting Parties,
either of them so desires and gives notice to the other to this effect. If any
such notice is given the Mission shall be withdrawn three months after the
date of receipt of notice. - C :

ARTICLfs VIIL

In order as an Ally to contribute to the effective prosecution of. the war,
and without prejudice. to their underlying sovereignty, the Imperial Ethiopian
Government hereby agree that, for the duration of this Agreement, the
territories designated as the Reserved Area and the Ogaden, as set forth

- in the attached schedule,(*) shall be under British Military ‘Administration.(*)

ARTICLE VIII

All installations, constructions, works or enterprises already constructed
in whole or in part by virtue of the provisions of Articles 8 (¢} and 9 (b) of
the Military Convention of 31st January, 1942, in the areas referred to in
Article V 4, shall from the date of withdrawal provided for in that paragraph
belong in full title to the Imperial Ethiopian Government.

ARTICLE 1X

1. The Government of the United Kingdom will accord to civil aircraft
duly registered in Ethiopia freedom of passage to, in and over territories
under their jurisdiction or authority provided that the regulations governing
_ air navigation in force within these territories are observed. Similarly the

Imperial Ethiopian Government will accord to civil aircraft duly registered
in any of the territories under the sovereignty, suzerainty, protection or’
authority of His Majesty the King freedom of passage to, in and over
Ethiopia, provided that the Ethiopian regulations governing air navigation in
force are observed. ) »

2. The Imperial Ethiopian Government will permit a British Air
Transport organisation or organisations, to be designated by the Government
of the United Kingdom, to operate regular air services to, in and over
Ethiopia for the carriage of passengers, mails and freight provided that such
regulations governing air navigation as may be in force in Ethiopia are
observed. For this purpose the Imperial Ethiopian Government will secure,
as far as possible, the constant maintenance of, and provide guards for, -
adequate landing grounds in Ethiopian territory. .They will consult with the
Government of the United Kingdom with regard to the construction of
additional landing grounds or the extension of existing landing grounds, as
_experience may show to be necessary. The said organisations shall be
permitted to use such landing grounds, together with' ground equipment and
facilities, and to provide such further facilities ‘as may be required.

C) See pagé 8. (*) See letters Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4, pages 9, 10 and 11.
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3. If the obligations of either High Contracting Party. under paragraph 1

or 2 of this Article should be in coaflict with his obligations under a future

general international agreement or convention relating to civil aviation, the
provisions of these paragraphs shall be deemed:to be modified so far as is
necessary to avoid ‘such conflict. .

4.. Ther Imperial Ethiopian Government will accord freedom of naviga-
tion in and over Ethiopia to the Air Forces of His Majesty the King as well
as to Allied Air Forces, and will, as far as possible, secure the constant main-
tenance of adequate landing grounds in Ethiopian territory. They will
consult with the Government of the United Kingdom for the construction
of additional landing grounds, or the extension of existing landing grounds,
as the latter Government may request. The Imperial Ethiopian Government
will give all necessary orders for the passage of the personnel of the British
Air Forces, aircraft and stores to and from the said landing grounds.

ARTICLE X

The High Contracting . Parties, on receipt of proof that any enemy aliens
or ex-enemy aliens are dangerous to the security of Ethiopia-or of any of
the adjoining territories under the sovereignty or jurisdiction of His Majesty

the King, undertake to collaborate in arrangements for their internment or.

expulsion. -

ARTICLE XI

The High Contracting Parties undertake to carry out all reasonable steps
to search for, apprehend and hand over any member of the British or

Js53

Ethiopian forces who is claimed as a deserter or absentee without leave,

upon. request made in writing by the competent military authorities of the
forces from which he has deserted or absented himself, and transmitted
through the diplomatic channel.

A ARTICLE XIIL
The present Agreement shall enter into force as from to-day’s date.

ARTI.C_LE X1

The present ‘Agreement-shall remain in force until replaced by a treaty
between the two High Contracting Parties; provided, however, that, at any
time after the expiry of two years from the coming into force of this
Agreement, either of the High Contracting Parties may give notice to the
other of his desire ‘to terminate it. If such notice is given the Agreement
shall terminate three months after the date on which this notice is given.

In witness whereof the undersigned have subscribed their signatures to
the present Agreement and thereunto affixed their seals.

. Done at Addis Ababa, this nineteenth day of December- 1944 in duplicate
in the English and Amharic languages, both of which shall be equally
authoritative, except in case of doubt when the English text shall prevail.

(L.S) DE LA WARR. .
(LS) . MAKONNEN ENDALKACHAU!



ANNEXURE TO ARTICLE VI
Status and Privileges of the British Military Mission to Ethfopia

1. In this Annexure the expression “ Member of the Mission ” means :—

(@) Every person subject to the disciplinary laws in force for any of the
armed forces of His Majesty the King, who is serving on the strength of the
British Military Mission to Ethiopia (hereinafter " referred to as *The
Mission ”) ‘or who, with the consent of the Ethiopian Minister of War,. is -
attached to the Mission, or performing any duties in connection therewith.
. (b) Every other person of British Nationality who is (1) accompanying

or serving with the persons referred to in (a) above, (2) on. the s@af.f of the
Expeditionary Forces Institute serving with or attached to the Mission. .

2. 'The expression “Head of the Mission ” means the General or other
_Officer for the time being Commanding the Mission. A certificate under the -
hand of the Head of the Mission shall be conclusive that any person named
therein, is a person falling within one of the classes described in paragraph 1
above. ' '

3. The Imperial Ethiopian Government will provide adequate accom-
modation, lands; and buildings (hereinafter referred to as “ the accommoda-
tion ) for the Mission to.enable it to perform its functions adequately.

4. The Imperial Ethiopian Government consent to the enjoyment by the
Mission of :— .

(@) The right to erect at the expense of the Government of the United "
Kingdom temporary buildings and/or structures. upon? or make. alterations to,
the accommodation, as may be considered necessary by the Head of the
Mission, and to remove and dispose of buildings or structures which they
have so erected. - ) o -

(b) The right of entry into, and departure from, Ethiopia of mémbers
of the Mission without let or hindrance subject to the provision of Article V1
5 above. L .

(c) The right to establish and carry on the normal Army Postal services
without restriction for the handling and conveyance of all correspondence
of the Mission, and the sole right of censorship over such correspondence. '

.5.—(a) Save as hereinafter provided, no member of the Mission shall be
subject to the criminal jurisdiction of the Courts of Ethiopia. ‘ :

(b) No member of the Mission shall be subject to the civil jurisdiction of
the- Courts of Ethiopia, in respect of any matter arising out of his official
duties. A statement in writing to the Ethiopian Courts by. the Diplomatic
Representative of His Majesty the King, that civil proceedings in respect of
any member of the Mission arise out of his official duties, shall be taken as.
conclusive evidence by the Courts of that fact.

(¢) No member of the Mission shall be committed to prison in default of
satisfaction of any civil judgment, or order of any Ethiopian Court or
tribunal, until the sanction in writing of the Head of the Mission has been
obtained. . : '

- 6. Any claims in respect of reparation for damage or injury caused, or
alleged to have been caused, by any members of the Mission, in any matter
arising out of his or their official duties, shall be referred in the first instance

. to the Head of the Mission. Any difference of opinion shall be referred to

a Joint Claims Commiission, to be set up in case of need by the Head of the
Mission and the Ethiopian Minister of Justice. ~ Any claim, in respect of
which the Joint Claims Commission fails to reach agreement, shall be settled
through the diplomatic channel. ‘ :
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7.—(a) The appropriate Ethiopian Authority shall have the right to arrest
and detain any member of the Mission, when such arrest is immediately
necessary- for the preservation of law and order, including the protection of
person or property. If any member is arrested under this sub-paragraph,
the Head of the Mission shall be immediately informed of the name and
particulars of the person arresied, and the reason for his arrest.

__ (b) The appropriate Ethiopian Authority will, on the request of the Head
of the Mission, take all possible steps to arrest and detain any member of
the Mission who is a deserter or absent without leave, or who js required to
answer any other charge against him before an appropriate tribunal of the
Mission. ' . i
.~ (c) Except as provided in (@) and () above, no member of the Mission
shall be arrested or detained by the Ethiopian Authorities.

(d) Every member of the Mission who is arrested by the Ethiopian

Authorities shall be handed over at once to the Mission at the nearest suitable
place indicatéd by the Head of the Mission.

8.—(a) When the Ethiopian. Authorities consider that a member of the
Mission has committed an offence against Ethiopian law for which he should
be prosecuted (whether or not he has been arrested under paragraph 7 (a)),
particulars of such alleged offence, together with the statements of any
witnesses, will be sent with all' convenient speed to the .Head .of the
Mission. ) .

(b) If the evidence obtained with regard to an alleged offence appears
sufficient to ‘substantiate a charge, the Head of the Mission will cause such

- member to be tried by an appropriate tribunal of the Mission, and shall in

due course arrange for the appropriate Ethiopian Authority to be informed,
through the Diplomatic Representative of His Majesty the King, of the result
of the trial. Where, however, the Head of the Mission receives representa-
tions from the Minister of Justice of the Imperial Ethiopian Government
that it is desirable for a member of the Mission to be tried for a criminal

.offence by an Ethiopian Court, and in any other case where the Head of the

Mission .considers this- desirable, the Head of the Mission may give a
certificate in- writing to that effect, and thereupon such court shall have
jurisdiction, notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 5.

9.—(a) The appropriate Ethiopian Authority shall, at the request in
writing of the Head of the Mission, take all reasonable steps to secure the
attendance of persons amenable to its jurisdiction, required as witnesses
before any tribunal of the Mission convened and assembled by. the Head of
the Mission. < .

* (b) The Head of the Mission shall, at the request in writing by an
authorised official of the Ministry of Justice, or the President of the Tribunal
concerned, take all reasonable steps to secure the attendance of any member
of bthe IIVIission required as a witness in any proceedings before any Ethiopian
tribunal. o

10.  The Imperial Ethiopian Government agree that where any person
not being a member of the Mission has been ordered to attend a tribunal
of the Mission under paragraph 9 (@) fails to attend or commits any offence
against such tribunal, such person will be prosecuted before the appropriate
Ethiopian Court : similarly, the Head of the Mission will take disciplinary
action against any member of the Mission in like default.

11.—(a) Members of the Mission who are owners by Ethiopian Law of
real property in Ethiopia shall pay the same taxes, registration and transfer
fees as Ethiopian subjects, in respect of such property and its produce.

() Members of the Mission shall pay any taxes or registration fees, for
the time being in force for any private owners of vehicles used on any public

+ roads in Ethiopia which are paid by Ethiopian subjects.

7
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(¢) Members of the Mission shall pay import or export duties on goods
(other than goods for their personal use or consumption) imported into or
exported from Ethiopia by them. e

(d) Except as provided in (a), (b) and (c) above no tax or duty, registra-
tion fee, or similar charge, shall be levied on any member of the Mission.

(¢) No tax, duty, registration fee or similar charge shall be levied on the
Mission, Expeditionary Forces Institutes, save as expressly provided to the
contrary elsewhere in this Agreement. ) ' .

(/) The Mission, the Expeditionary Forces Institutes and all other official
canteens of the Mission, shall pay at the most favoured rates for all services
rendered by the Imperial Ethiopian Government, or any municipal or local
authority. _ .

12. The Government of the United Kingdom will assume all expenses
-of the Mission, except as provided in paragraph 3 above. : :

SCHEDULE

1. Reserved Area

A continuous belt of Ethiopian territory bounded by a line starting at
the point where the French Somaliland and British Somaliland boundaries
meet, thence in a westerly direction along the French Somaliland boundary
to the point where it cuts the Franco-Ethiopian Railway, thence along the
eastern limit of the railway zone in a south-westerly direction as far as
the railway bridge at Haraua, thence in a south-easterly direction to the gorge
of the Hullo river, thence following the Hullo river bed to a point at Hara-.
makale where it is crossed by the Diredawa-Jibuti motor road. at km. 45 -
from Diredawa, thence in a south-easterly direction to the summit of Burta
Amare, thence to the south-western summit of Gara Okhaya, thence to the
north-eastern summit of Dagale, thence to the summit of Gara Digli, thence
in a direct line to the summit of Mt. Goreis, thence along the crest of the
Goreis range to the top of the Marda Pass, thence following along the crest
of the Goreis range over the following summits : Burfik, Boledit, Burkulul,
Dibba, Hagogani, Nig Niga, Kabalkabat, Dandi, Karabedi, Konya and Adadi,
until it intercepts the ninth parallel of latitude at a point approximately
three miles south of Burta Adadi, thence due eastwards along the ninth
parallel of latitude to the point where it meets the British Somaliland
boundary, thence following the British Somaliland boundary in a north- -
westerly direction to the starting point.

NoTE.—Map reference—East Affican 1:500,000. (EAF No. 552) .

2. Ogaden
The area of Ethiopia which is at present being administered by the British.

Military Administration of Somalia.



- ‘ - Letter No. i

: British Legation,

Your Excellency, Addis Ababa, Tth December, 1944.

Durlng the discussion on the terms of Article VII of the new Agreement
to replace the 1942 Agreement certain points were raised by Your Excellency,
and I, on behalf of the Government of the United ngdom gave certain
undertakings on the understanding that Article VII, in all other respects,
gives full administrative, including judicial, powers to the Government of the
gmted ngdom These undertakings, which I now confirm, are set “forth

elow :—

(1) Any existing customs posts at Jigjiga or elsewhere shall continue on
exactly the same basis as at present.

(2) The Ethiopian postal system shall continue as at present at Jlg]lga

(3) The Ethiopian Court shall continue at -Jigjiga and the Ethiopian
judges shall be appointed by the Ethiopian Government. This Court must,
however, be under the authority of the British Military Administration.

(4) Wherever in the Reserved Area and the Ogaden the British flag is
flown by the British Military Administration the Ethiopian flag will be flown
beside it under the same conditions. Wherever in the Reserved Area and

- the Ogaden the Ethiopian flag is flown on Ethiopian Government offices the
British flag will be flown beside it under the same conditions.

(5) His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom recognise that all
mineral and sub-soil (excluding water) rights in the said territories belong -
to the Imperial Ethiopian Government, and agree that the. British Military .
Administration in these areas shali not prevent the full exercise of the
proprietary rights of the Imperial Ethiopian Government in the sub- soﬂ and
-mineral rights of those territories.

(6) The status quo shall be mamtamed in regard to all schools in the

said territories.
_ (7) His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom recognise and
assure the right of free and unhampered movement and passage for all
" Ethiopian troops, ‘Government officials, nationals and"vehicles along the roads
Dxredawa—Alsha and Diredawa-Jigjiga-Goggiar.

1 avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your Excellency the
assurance of my hlgh consideration.
’ ‘ (Signed) DE LA WARR.

His Excellency
- Bitweddad Makonnen Endalkachau, *
President of the Council of Ministers,
Addis Ababa.

Letter No. 2

Office of the Prime Minister of the -
_ Imperial Ethiopian Government,
My Lord, : Tth December, 1944.

I have the honour to acknowledge Your Lordship’s note of even date and
to inform Your Lordship, on.behalf of the Imperial Ethiopian Government,
that the undertakings contained therein are noted and agreed.

9
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On my part I desire to inform Your sLordship that in connexion with
Article: VII my Government are prepared to give the following under-
takings :—

(1) The Ethiopian Courts in Aisha will not hear cases in which either
of the parties is normally resident in the Reserved Area, save when the
cause of action has arisen solely in the town of Aisha. . . .

(2) Mixed cases between residents east and west of the Railway will be
settled jointly between the Ethiopian Authorities and the British Military
Administration under detailed arrangements to be mutually agreed.

(3) If a person normally resident in the Reserved Area wishes to institute
proceedings in the Ethiopian Courts in Aisha against arother person or
persons also normally resident in the Reserved Area such person shall be
- informed by the Ethiopian Authorities that his case cannot be heard in the
Ethiopian Court and that he should institute proceedings in the appropriate .
British Military Administration Court. : :

(4) The Imperial Ethiopian Government agree that the appropriate
British Military Administration authority may from time to time hold Courts
in-Aisha in the settlement of cases between persons normally resident in the
Reserved Area other than in respect of actions arising in the town of Aisha
itself. :

(5) The Imperial Ethiopian Government agree to grant free access to, -
and use of, the market facilities of Aisha to any person normally resident in
the Reserved Area. '

- (6) The Imperial Ethiopian Government agree to grant the right of free
and unhampered movement and passage to transport of the British Army
and accompanying escorts along the road Jigjiga to Diredawa, for the purpose
of removing Army supplies which have been conveyed to Diredawa by the
Franco-Ethiopian Railway.

"I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your Lofdship the
assurance of my high consideration. .

(Signed) MAKONNEN ENDALKACHAU,
Prime Minister.

The Right Honourable
The Earl De La Warr,
British Legation, Addis Ababa.

Letter No. 3

Office of the Prime Minister of the
Imperial Ethiopian Government,

My Lord, . 7th December, 1944,

During the discussion on the terms of Article VII of the new Agreement
between our two Governments certain points were raised by the Imperial
Ethiopian Delegation and Your Lordship, on behalf of the Government of
the United Kingdom, gave certain undertakings on the understanding that
Article VII in all other respects, including judicial powers, places the
Reserved Area and the Ogaden under British Military Administration. These
undertakings contained in Your Lordship’s note of even date I now confirm
as set forth below :— : S

(1) Any existing customs posts at Jigjiga or elsewhere shall continue on
exactly the same basis as at present.
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(2) The Ethiopian postal system shall continue as at present at Jigjiga.

- (3) The Ethiopian Court shall continue at Jigjiga and the Ethiopian
judges shall be appointed by the Ethiopian Government. This Court must,
however, be under the authority of the British Military Administration. _

(4) Wherever in the Reserved Area and the Ogaden the British flag is
flown by the British Military Administration the Ethroplan flag will be flown
,beside 1t under the same conditions. Wherever in the Reserved Area and
the .Ogaden the Ethiopian flag is flown on Ethiopian Government offices the
"British. flag will be flown beside it under the same conditions.

_(5) His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom recognise that all
mineral and sub-soil (excluding water) rights in the said territories belong
to the Imperial Ethiopian Governmert, and agree that the British Military
Administration in those areas shall not prevent the full exercise of the
proprietary rights of the Imperial Ethiopian Government in the sub-soil and
mineral rights of those territories.

(6) The status quo shall be maintained in regard to all schools in thé
sald territories.

(7) His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom recognise and
assure the right of free and unhampered movement and passage for. all
- Ethiopian troops, Government officials, nationals and vehicles along the roads
. Diredawa—Aisha and Diredawa-Jigjiga—Goggiar.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your Lordship the
assurance of my high consideration.

(Signed) =~ MAKONNEN ENDALKACHAU,
Prime Minister.

The Right Honourable
The Earl De La Warr,
British Legation, Addis Ababa.

Letter No. 4

- British Legation,
Your Excellency, : Addis Ababa, Tth December, 1944.

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency’s letter
of to-day’s date in which, on behalf of the Imperial Ethiopian Government,
you give certain undertakings in connexion with Article VII of the new
Agreement to replace the 1942 Agreement.

I have noted and agreed these undertakings which are set forth below :—

(1) The Ethiopian Court in Aisha will not hear cases in which either
of the parties is normally resident in the Reserved Area, save when the
cause of action has arisen solely in the town of Aisha.

(2) Mixed cases between residents east and west of the Railway will be
“settled jointly between the Ethiopian Authorities and the British Military
Administration under detailed arrangements to be mutually agreed.

. (3) It a person normally resident in the Reserved Area wishes to institute
proceedings in the Ethiopian Court in Aisha against another person or
persons also normally resident in the Reserved Area such person shall be
informed by the Ethiopian Authorities that his case cannot be heard in the
Ethiopian Court and that he should institute proceedings in the appropnate
British Military Administration Court.
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(4) The Imperial Ethiopian Government agree that the appropriate
British Military Administration authority may from time to time hold Courts
in Aisha for the settlement of cases between persons normally resident in the
Reserved Area other than in respect of actions arising in the town of Aisha
itself. ' : C

(5) The Imperial Ethiopian Government agree to grant free access to,
and use of, the market facilities of Aisha to any person normally resident in
the Reserved Area. )

(6) The Imperial Ethiopian Government agree to grant the right _of free
and unhampered movement and passage to transport of the British” Army
and accompanying escorts along the road Jigjiga to Diredawa, for the purpose
" of removing Army supplies which have been conveyed to Diredawa by the
Franco-Ethiopian Railway. : :

I avail myself of the opportunity to renew -to Your Excelléncy the
assurance of my high consideration. | :

. (Signed) DE LA WARR.

His Excellency
Bitweddad Makornren Endalkachau,
President of the Council of Ministers,
Addis Ababa. :

Letter No. 5

Office of the Prime Minister of the
Imperial Ethiopian Government,

My Lord, ‘ 7th December, 1944.

We have given further consideration to our discussion on Saturday
morning, the 14th October, on the draft Article VI of the new Agreement.
At that meeting we said that we did not think this article necessary; we
wish to point out that we have already-issued the Ethiopian Enemy Property
Proclamation of 1942, as amended by Proclamation No. 64 of 1944, and we
pow confirm that the Ethiopian Government accept full responsibility for
the enemy private property entrusted to them in accordance with inter-
national law. We trust, therefore, in view of the dction we have already
taken in this connexion, that you agree with us that the point in gquestion
is covered and that the draft article is unnecessary. '

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your Lordship the
assurance of my high considération.

(Signed) MAKONNEN ENDALKACHAU,
Prime Minister.

The Right Honourable
The Earl De La Warr,
British Legation, Addis Ababa.

Note.—This draft article was accordingly omitted from the Agreement.
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