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Exchange of Notes between His Majesty’s Government in
Canada and the Norwegian Government respecting
Sovereignty over the Otto Sverdrup Islands,

London, August 8, 1980.
Oslo, November 5, 1930.

No. 1.
M. Steen to Mr. A. Henderson.

Royal Norwegien Legalion,
Sir, London, August 8, 1930.

AcriNG on instructions from my Government, I have the honour fo
request you to be good enough to inform His Majesty’s Government
in Canada that the Norwegian Government, who do not, as far as
they are concerned, claim sovereignty over the Sverdrup Islands,
formally recognise the sovereignty of His Britannic Majesty over these
islands. :

At the same time, my Government is anxious to emphasise that
their recognisance of the sovereignty of His Britannic Majesty over
these islands is in no way based on any sanction whatever of what is
named ‘‘ the sector principle.”

I have, &c.
DANIEL STEEN
(Chargé d’ Affatres, «.i.).

No. 2. ”
M. Steen to Mr. A. Henderson.

Royal Norwegian Legation,
Sir, London, August 8, 1930.
Wirn reference to my note of to-day in regard to my Govermment'’s
recognition of the sovereignty of His Britannic Majesty over the
Sverdrup Islands, I have the honour, under instructions from my
Government, to inform you that the said note has been despatched on
the assumption on the part of the Norwegian Government that His
Britannic Majesty’'s Government in Canada will declare themselves
willing not to interpose any obstacles to Norwegian fishing, hunting
or industrial and trading activities in the areas which the recognition
coniprises.
I have, &c.
DANIEL STEEN
(Chargé d’ Affaires, a.i.).
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No. 8.
Mr. Johnstone to M. Mowwmnckel.
M. le Ministre d'Etat, - -Oslo, November 5, 1930.

Ar the instance of His Majesty’s Government in Canada and under
the instructions of His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State .for
Foreign Affairs, I have the honour to invite reference to the two notes
addressed to His Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs by
the Norwegian Chargé d’Affaires in London on the 8th August last in
regard to the recognition by the Norwegian Government of the
sovereignty of His Britannic Majesty over the Otto Sverdrup Islands,
and to inform you that His Majesty’s Government in Canada has noted
the desire on the part of the Norwegian Government that no obstacles
should be interposed to Norwegian fishing, hunting, or industrial and
trading activities in the area which the recognition comprises, and
wishes to assure the Norwegian Government that it would have
pleasure in according any possible facilities. It wishes, however, to
draw attention to the fact that it is the established policy of the
Government of Canada, as set forth in an Order in Council of the
19th July, 1926, and subsequent orders, to protect the Arctic areas
as hunting and trapping preserves for the sole use of the aboriginal
population of the Northwest Territories, in order to avert the danger
of want and starvation through the exploitation of the wild life by
white hunters and traders. Except with the permission of the
Commissioner of the Northwest Territories, no person other than
native Indians or Eskimos is allowed to hunt, trap, trade, or traffic
for any purpose whatsoever in a large area of the mainland and in the
whole Arctic island area, with the exception of the southern portion
of Baffin Island. 1t is further provided that no person may hunt or
kill or traffic in the skins of the musk-ox, buffalo, wapiti, or elk.
These prohibitions apply to all persons, including Canadian nationals.
Should, however, the regulations be altered at any time in the future,
His Majesty’s Government in Canada would treat with the most
. friendly consideration any application by Norwegians to share in any
. fishing, hunting, industrial, or trading activities in the areas which

the recognition comprises.
4 I avail, &e.
KENNETH JOHNSTONE.

5897 Wt. —— 1000 6/31 F.O.P. 5487 B2
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No. 4.

M. Mowinckel to Mr. Johnstone.

Det Kgl. Utenriksdepartement,
Hr. Chargé d’Affaires, Oslo, 5. november 1930.

JEG har den mre § erkjenne mottagelsen av Deres note av 5.ds.,
avgitt i svar pd de to noter fra den norske chargé d’affaires 1 London
til den britiske utenriksminister av 8. august d.§. anglende Norges
anerkjennelse av Hans Britanniske Majestets suversenitet over Otto
Sverdrups Gyene.

Den norske regjering har hemerket sig, at den kanadiske Regjering
gjerne vilde ha innrémmet norsk fangst- og neringsdrift innen disse
omrfider enhver mulig lettelse, menat det er et ledende prinsipp i den
Kanadiske Regjerings politikk a s6ke bevaret de arktiske omrider til
utelukkende bruk som jakt- og fangstomrider for Nordvestterritorienes
urbefolkning for & hindre, at den kommer i néd sorh folge av hvite
jegeres og fangstfolks utnyttelse av vildthestanden, og at den ved en
flerhet av forordninger har utferdiget nmrmere forskrifter i det
Glemed.

Den norske regjering har videre bemerket sig, at den Kanadiske
Regjering, om disse forskrifter fremtidig skulde bli endret, vil
behandle pd den velvilligste mite enhver henvendelse fra nordmenn
om adgang til & drive fiske, fangst, industriell eller handelsvirksomhet
innen de omrider, den norske regjerings anerkjennelse omfatter.

Jeg tillater mig & meddele, at den norske regjering finder efter
omstendighetene & kunne akviesere ved det siledes avgivne svar pi
for nevnte noter av 8. august d.J.

Moftta, &c.

For Utenriksministeren,

AUG. ESMARCH.

(Translation.)

Royal Norwegian Ministry for Foreign Affairs,
M. le Chargé d’ Affaires, Oslo, November 5, 1930.

I rave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the
5th instant in reply to the two notes from the Norwegian Chargé
d’ Affaires in Liondon to the British Foreign Minister of the 8th August
lagt regarding Norway’s recognition of His Britannic Majesty’s
sovereignty over the Otto Sverdrup Islands.

The Norwegian Government has noted that the Canadian Govern-
ment would willingly have granted every possible facility to Norwegian
fishing, hunting, or industrial and trading activities in these regions,
but that it is a leading principle in the policy of the Canadian Govern-
ment to preserve the Aretic regions as hunting and trapping preserves
for the sole use of the aboriginal population of the Northwest Territories,
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in order to prevent their being in want as a consequence of the exploita-
tion of the wild life by white hunters and trappers, and that they have
drawn up more definite regulations to this end by means of several

. Orders in Council. _

The Norwegian Government has furthér noted that, should" these= -

regulations be altered in the future, the Canadian Government will
treat in the most friendly manner any application from Norwegians
for facilities to carry on fishing, hunting, industrial, or trading
activities in the areas which the Norwegian Government’s recognition
comprises. ,

I beg to inform you that in these circumstances the Norwegian
Government find themselves able to concur in this reply to the above-
mentioned notes of the 8th August last.

' I avail, &c.
(For the Minister for Foreign Affairs),
AUG. ESMARCH.
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