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Notes exchanged between the United Kingdom and Ttaly
respécting Lake Tsanha,

No. 1.
Sir R. Gralwem to Signor Mussolini.

M. le Président du Conseil, Rome, December 14, 1925,

Your Excellency is well aware of the vital importance to Egypt
and the Sodan of maintaining and, if possible, increasing the
volume of water for irrigation purposes available in those countries
from the Blue and White Niles and thejr tributary streams. Varions
schemes for the purpose huve been carried out or are projected
and you are informed of the negotiations undertaken at Addis
Ababa by His Majesty's Government, aefing in a fiduciary capacity
for the Sudan Govermmnent and mindful of Fgyptian interests in
the matter, in order to obtain a coneession from the Goverament of
Abyssinia for the construction of a barrage at Lake Tsuna with a
view to storing its waters for use in the Blue Nile. 8o far these
negotiations have led to no practicel result.

In November 1919 the delegates of the Italian Government then
in London were good enough to offer ltalian co-operation in this
question in the following ferms:—

“In view of the predominating interests of Great Britain
in respect of the control of the waters of Lake Tsana, Italy
offers Great Britain her support, in order that she may obtain
from Fthiopia the concession to earry out works of barrage in
the lake itself, within the Ttalian sphere of influence, pending
the delimitation of the extent of the territorial zone to he
recognised ag perfaining to Great Britain in respect of the
latter’s predominant hydraulic interesfs, and pending a just
consideration of the reservation on behalf of Ttaly by the
Tripartite Agreement likewise in respect of her hydranlie
inferests. TIfaly further offers her supporf fo Great Britain in
order that the latter may obtain from Ethiopia the right ta con--
strnet and maintain a motor road between Lake Tsana and the
Sndan. A

“Ttaly requests the support of Great Britein in order that
she may obtain from the Ethiopian Government the concessjon
to construet and to run a railway from the frontier of Hritrea Lo
the frontier of Ttalian Somaliland; which railway according to
the Tripartite Agreement must pass fo the west of Addis Ababa.
1t is understood that this railway, together with all the necessary
works for its constrnction and for its running, mnst have an
entirely free passage across the above-mentioned motor road.
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“Ttaly requests from Greal Britain, as she also reserves to
herself the right to request from France, an exclusive cconomic
influence in the west of Ethiopin amd in the whole of the
territory to be crossed by the above-mentioned railway, and the
promise (o support with the Ethiopian Govermment all reguests
for economic concessions regarding the Italian zone.”

The above offer was nobt entertained at the time chicfly owing
to the strong objection felt to the idea of allowing a forcign Power
to establish any sort of control over the head waters of rivers su
vital to the prosperity and even the cxistence of Lgypt and the
SBudan. But in view of the relations of mutual confidence so
happily existing between our two Governments, His Majesty's
Government desire to extend to this question the principle of
friendly co-operation which has proved so valuable in other ficlds.
His DBrifannic Majesty’s Government have accordingly farther
oxamined the gquestion and recognise that the Ttalian proposal is
not in contradiction with the stipulations of the London Agreenient
of the 13th December, 1906, since the object of that agreement is
to maintain the stetus quo in Ethiopia on the basis of the inter-
national instruments indicated in article 1 thercof und the
co-ordination of the action of the signatory States to protect their
respective interests so that they should not suffer prejudice.

They would therefore welcome the Italian support. offered pro-
vided that it can be accepted withoub prejudice to those paramount
hydraulic interests of Egypt and the Sudan which the TIfulian
Government have not failed fo recognise.

1 have therefore the honour, under instructions from His
Majesty's DPrincipal Secretary of State for TForeign Affairs, to
request vour Excellency’s support dnd assistance at Addis Ababa
with the Abysginian Government in order to obtain from them a
concession for His Majesty’s Government to construct a barrage at
l.ake Tsana, together with the right to construct and maintain a
motor road for the passage of stores, personnel, &e., from the frontier
of the Sudan to the barrage.

His Majesty’s Government in return are prepared to support the
Ltalian Government in obtaining from the Abyssinian Government
a concession to constrnet and run a railway from the frongier of
firitrea to the frentier of Ttalian Semaliland. It would be under-
stood that this railway, together with all the necessary works for
its construction and for its ranming, would have entively free passage
across the motor road mentioned above.

With this object in view the necessary identic instructions should
be sent to the British and Itulian representatives in Ethiopia to
concert for common action with the Abyssinian Government in
order to obtain that the concessions desired by the CGovernments
of Great Britain and Italy regarding Lake Tsana and the con-
struction of a railway to join up Eritrea with Italian Somaliland,
shonld be granted contemporaneously. Tt remains understood that,
in the event of one of the two Governments securing the concession
sought for while the other Government failed to do so, the Govern-
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" inent which had obtained satisfection would not relax their whole-

hearted efforts to secure a corresponding satisfaction for th<, other
Gover nment concer ned.

In the event of His Majesty’'s Government, with the valued
assistance of the Italian Govermnent, obtaining from the
Abyssinian Government the desired concession on Liake Tsana, they
are also prepared to recognise an exclusive Italian economic
influence in the west of Abyssinia and in the whole of the territory
to be ‘crossed by the above-mentioned railway. They would further
promise to support with the Abyssinian Government all Ifalian
reguests. for economic concessions in the above zone. But such
recognition and undertaking are subject to the proviso that the
Italian Government on their side, recognising the prior hydraulic
rights of Egypt and the Sudan. will engage not to construct on the
head waters of the Blue or White Niles or their tributaries or
affluents any work which might sensibly modify their flow into the
min river. It is understood that the 'above provise would not
preclude a reasonable use of the waters in question by the
inhabitants of the region, even to the extent of constructing dams
for hydro-electric power or small veservoirs in minor affluents to
store water for domestic purposes, as well ag for the eultivation of
the food crops necessary to their own subsistence.

His Mujesty’s Government avail themselves of this opportunity
to assure the Ttalian Government that the construetion and opera-
tion of the dam will be effected so far as possible with loeally
recruited labour and will not raise the level of the waters in ths
lake beyond the maximum hitherto attained during the rainy
season. They are therefore confident that the existence of the dam
will not only be of value to Bgvpt and the Sudan but will increase
the prosperity and promote the economic progress of the loeal
inhuabitants.

T take this opportunity, &e.

‘R. GRATIAM,

No. 2.
Signor Mussolini to Sir R. Graham.
Ministero degli Affari Esteri,

Signor Ambasciatore, - Roma, 20 dicembre 1925,
Ho l'onore di aceusare ricevuta della nota in data del

‘14 dicembre eon la quale Vostra Tecellenza, -per incarico del suo

Governo, ha attirato la mia attenzione sul ploblema dell’irrigazions
dell'Egitto e del Sudan e sul negoziati finora condotti senza
risultato dal Governo britannico per otfenere dal Governo abissino
la concessione di costruire uno sbarramento sul TLago Tzana allo
scope di immagazzinarne le acque per alimentare il Nilo Azzurro.
Vostra Hecellenza ricorda a questo proposito le proposte che
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vennero presentute a Londra nel novembre 1919 dai delegati del
Governo italiano per un'amichevole cooperazione anglo-italiana in
tale questione, e mi dichiara che le proposte’ stesse non furono
altora aceolte per 'obiezione che sorse all'idea di permeottere ad una
Potenza estera di stabilire una qualsinsi specie di controllo sulle
sorgenti di fiumi cosi vitali per la_ prosperith e persino per
Iesistenza dell’Egitto e del Sudan. Ma che ora, considerando i
rapporti di reciproca fiducia cosi felicemente esistenti tra i nostri
due Governi, 11 Governo di Sua Maestd Britannica desidera
ostendere a tale questione il prineipio della cooperazione amichevole
che ha dato prove tanto apprezzabili in aitri campi, :

Vostra Eccellenza aggiunge che il Governo di Sua Maesta
Britannica ha percid proceduto ad un pit attento esame della
questione e riconosce che le proposte italiane mon contraddicono
alle stipulazioni dell’accordo di Londra del 18 dicembre 1906, poiche
lo scopo di tale accordo & il mantenimento dello statu quo in
Etiopia in base agli atti internazionali indicati nell’articolo 1
dell’accordo stesso, ed il coordinamento dell’azione degli  Stati
firmatari nella protezione dei rispettivi interessi in modo che questi
non abbiano ad esserne pregiudieati. '

H Governo britannico pertanto, aderendo alle proposte italiane,
accoglierebbe volontieri 1'appoggio dell’ltalia purchd questo possa
assore  accettato senza pregiudizio di quel prevalenti interessi
idvanlici dell’ITigitto e del Sudan che il Governo italiano stesso ha
riconossiuto.

In eonseguenza Vostra Eeccellenza, per incarico del suo Governo,
richiede I'appoggio e I'assistenza del Governo italiano presso
(Governo etiopico per ottenere da quest'nltimo la conecessione i
costruire uno sharramento nel Lago Tzana insieme con il divitto
di costrnire e mantenere una strada antomohilistica per il passaggio
delle merci, del personale, ecc.. dalla frontiera del Sndan allo
sharramento,

Vostra Fecellenza mi dichiara che i1 Governo di Sna Maesta
Britannica appoggerd in confraceambio il Governo italiano perchs
ottenga dal Governo abissino la’ concessione di costruire ed esercire
una ferrovia dalla frontiera dell’Eritrea fino alla frontiera della
Somalia Ttalana. restando inteso che detta ferrovia, nonché tutte
le opere orcorrenti per la sua costruzione ed esercizio, avranno
libero transito attraversa la suddetta strada antomobilistica.

A tale scopo Vostra Eceellenza aggiunge che mnecessavie ed
identiche istruzioni dovrebbero esserc inviate alla Rappresentanza
hritannica ed a quella italiana in Ttiopia per coneerfare uha comune
azione presso il Governo abissino, al fine di ottenere che le eon-
cessioni desiderate dal Coverno hritannico e da guello italiano.
circa il Tiago Tzana, e la costruzione di una ferrovia che colleghi
’liritrea con la Somalia italiana, debbano essere accordate
contemporaneamente. Resta inteso che nel easo in cni uno dei due
Governi si assicurasge la concessione richiesta mentre 1’altro Governo
non vi rinscisse, il Governo che avesse ottenuto soddisfazione non
rallenterebbe i suoi maggion sforzi per assicurare nna corvispondente
soddisfazione per 'altro Governo.interessato, .
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Vostra Kecellenza mi dichiara poi che, nel caso in cui col valido
appoggio del Governo italiano il Governo di Sua Maesta ]311tannlca
r)ttﬁnga. dal Governo abissino la richiesta concessione al Lago Tzana,
il Governo britaunico riconoscerd anche 1’esclusivita dell’influenza
economica italiana nell’ovest dell’Abissinia e in tutto il territorio
attraversato dalla suddetta ferrovia. Il Governo britannico inalire
appoggerd presso 11 (Governo etiopico tutte le domande italiane
per concessioni economiche nella detta zona. Tale riconoscimento e
tale impegno sono perd soggetti alla condizione che i1 Governo
italianio’ dal canto suo, rioonoscendo il preminente diritto idraulico
dell’Fgitto e del Sudan, s'impegni a non costruire sulle sorgenti del
Nilo Azzurro’ ¢ del Nilo Bianco e dei loro tributari affluenti alecuna
opera che possa in modo sensibile modificare il loro deflnire nel
finme principale.

Vostra, Eeeellenza dichiara infine restare inteso che, con ‘la
suddetta condizione, non si precluderebbe un ragionevole uso delle
acque in questione agli abitanti delln regione, compresavi anehe
la costruzione di dighe per forze idro-elettriche o di piceoli serbatoi
negli afffuenti minori destinati ad immagazzainare acque. per usi
domestici, cogi come per la coltivazione dei prodotti alimentari
necessari al lore sostentamento.

Vostra Fceellenza inoltre, per incarico del Bua Governo,
agsicira it Governo italiano ehe la costruzione ¢ it funzionamento
della diga verrd effettuato, per quanto posgibile, con mano d’opera
locale, ¢ che non si cleverd il livello delle acque del lago oltre il
limite massimo finora ragginnto durante la stagione detle ploggie.
Il Governo britannico coufida pereid che Desistenza della diga,
non soltanto sard vantaggiosa all’Ygitto e al Sndan. ma acerescerd
la prosperita e promuoverd il progresso economico delle popolazioni
locali.

In risposta alle snindicate dichiarazioni e richieste di Vostra
Eeeellenza, ho V'onore di far conoscere per parte mia che il Regio
Governo ha preso atto c¢he il Governo  britanmico riconosce
Uopportunita di estendere alla questione di cui sopra il principio
delia collaborazione anichevale che ha dato prove cosi apprezvabili
in altri campi, e cid con tanta maggiore scddisfazione in ¢gnanto &
mio convincimento che tale collaborazione sard tanto pift utile
gnanto pilt estesa.

Tl Regio Governo ha pure'preso atto che il Governo di %‘l
Macstd Britannica i & ora persnaso che le proposte italiane
presentate nel noveruhre 1919 noan contraddicevano alle stipulazioni
dell’ Accordo di Londra del 13 Dicemhre 1906, poiché lo scope di
tale accordo (come 1'Ttalid ha sempre sostenuto) & il mantenimento
dello state quo in Ttiopia in base agli atti internazionali indicati
neli’articolo 1 dell’ Accordo stesso ed 11 coordinamento dell’azione
degli Stati firmatari nella protezione dei rispettivi interessi in maoilo
che non risultino pregindizi agli interessi medesimi.

Dato cio, quantunque le suddette ]‘imposte presentate a Tondrt
nel novembre 19149 facessero parte di un pitt ampio . negoziato di
carattere coloniale in dipendenza del Patto di Londra del 1915,
negoziato che ha avuto soltunto parziale attuazjone, pur tuttavm



T

it Regio Governo acconsente a riprendere le proposte suddetts,
spesialmente condividendo il desiderio del Governo britannico, di
attaare il principio della cooperazione amichevole, anzi confidando
che fale principio possa essere sempre pil esteso per la tutela ¢
lo sviluppo dei rispettivi interessi italiani e britannici in Ktiopiu.
naturalmente sulle basi e nei limiti delle disposizioni dell’ Accordo
di Londra del 1906.

Ho l'onore pertanto di dichiarare a Vostra Eccellenza che il
Regio Governo appoggerd il Governo britannico presso quello
etiopico perche ottenga da quest’ultimo la concessione di costruire
uno sharramento nel Liago Tzana con il diritto di costruire e di
mantenere una strada automobilistica per il passaggio di merci,
personale, ece., dalla frontiera del Sudan allo sbarramento.

Il Regio Governo prende atto d’altra parte ehe il Governo
britannico appoggerd in ricambio il Governo italiano perchd
ottenga dal Governo abissino la concessione di costruire ed esercire
una ferrovia dalla frontiera dell’Eritrea fino alla frontiera della
Somulia italiana, restando inteso che detta ferrovia, nonché tutte lc
opere oceorrenti per la sua costruzione ed esereizio, avranno libero
traugito attraverso la suddetta strada automobilistica,

A tale scope il Regio Governo invierd le necessarie istruzioni al
Rappresentante italiano in Addis Abeba identicamente a quelie che
il Governo britannico invierd al proprio Rappresentante, per con-
cordare una linea di azione comune presso il Governo abissino al
fine di ottenere che le concessioni chieste dal Governo britannico e
da quello italiano relativamente al Liago Tzana ed alla costruzione
detla ferrovia di conginnzione fra I'Fritrea e la Somalia siano
contemporaneamente accordate. Rimane inteso che nel caso in
cni uno dei due Governi ottenesse la concessione da esso richiesta,
mentre l'altro non vi riuscisse, il Governo che avesse oftenuto
soddisfazione non desigterebbe dall’impiegare i suoi sforzi pitt
efficaci per assicarare una corrispondente soddisfazione all’altro
(ioverno interessato, allo scopo di fare in modo che le due con-
cessioni abbiano a ricevere possibilmente contemporanea pratica
attuazione.

1l Regio Governo prende atto che nel caso in cui col valido
appoggio  del Governo italiano, 11 Governo i Sna Maestd
RBrtannica oftenga dal Governo abissino la richiesta concessione
al Tago Tzana, esso riconoscerd lesclusivith  dell’influenza
nconomica italiana nell’ovest dell’Abissinia ed in futto il territorin
che sard attraversato dalla suddetta ferrovia, nonché appoggevit
presso il Governo etiopico tutte le domande italiane per concessioni
economiche nella detfa zona.

Dal canto sun il Governo italiano, riconoscendo il preminente
diritto idraulico dell’Egitto e del Sudan, si impegna a non costruire
sulle sorgenti del Nilo Azzurro e del Nilo Bianco e dei loro
{ributari ed affluenti alenna opera che possa in modo sensibile
modificara il loro defluire entro il finme principale.

Prendo atto che il Governo di Sna Maestd Britannica ha tutfa
Vintenzione di rigpettare 1 diritti d’aequa esistenti delle popolazioni
dei territori limitrofi eompresi nella sfera di esclusiva influenza
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ceconomica italiana. Resta inteso che per quanto & possibile e
compatibile coi prevalenti interessi dell’Egitto e del Sudan, i
progetto in parola debbu essere concretato ed eseguito in modo tale
da dare un adegnato soddisfacimento ai bisegni GLOI]OIIHGI di queste
popolazioni.
Gradisca, &e.
MUSSOLINI

(Translation.)

Ministry for Foreign Afjairs,
M. 1'Ambassadeur, Rome, December 20, 1925.

I uave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note of the
14th December, in which your. Excellency, on instructions from your
Government, drew my attention to the problem of the irrigation of
Kgypt and the Sudan and to the negotiations hitherto conducted
without result by the British Government to obtain from the
Abyssinian Government the concession for the construction of a
barrage at Lake Tsana, with the object of storing the waters of the
lake to feed the Blue Nile.

Your Excellency recalls in this connection the propos‘ils which
were presented in London in November 1919 by the delegates of the
Italian Government for an amicable Anglo-Italian co-operation in
this question, and you inform me that these proposals were not
then accepted owing to the objection which was felt to the idea of
allowing a foreign Power to establish any kind of control over the
sources of rivers so vital to the plospﬂnty and even the existence
of Egypt and the Sudan. But that now, in view of the relations of
reeiprocal confidence so happily existing between our two Govern-
ments, Lis Britannic Majeaty’'s Covernment desive to extend to
this question the principle of friendly co-operation which has proved
g0 valuable in other fields.

Your Excellency adds that His Britannic Ma]esty s GGovernment
hag accordingly proceeded to a more careful examination:of the
question, and recognises that the Italian proposals are not in con-
tradiction with the provigsions of the Agreement of London of the
13th December, 1906, since the object of that agreement is the
maintenance of the status quo in Ethiopia on the basis of the inter-
national instruments indicated in article 1 of the agreement itself,
and the eco-ordination of the action of the signatory States in the
protection of their respective interests so that these should not
suffer prejudice.

The British Government consequently adhering to the Italian
proposals, would welcome the support of Italy, provided that it can
be accepted withont prejudice to those paramount hydraulic
intereste of Fgypt and the Sudan which the Ttalian Governmeént
themselves have recognised.

Your Excellency, therefore, on instructions from your Govern-
ment, requests the support and assistance of the Italian Government
with the Fthiopian Government in order to obtain from the latter
the concession to construct a harrage on Lake Tsana, together with
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tlie right to coustruct and maintain a motor road for the passage of
stores, personnel, &c., from the fronticr of the Sudan to the barrage.
Your Excellency declares to me that His Britanuic Majesty's

Government will in return support the ltalian Government in

obtaining from the Abyssinian Government the concession to
construct and operate a railway from the frontier of Iiritrea to the
frontier of lialian Somaliland, it being understood that such railway,
together with all the neccessury works for its construction and
operation, shall have free transit across the motor road mentioned
nbove.

Witl: this object, your Excellency adds, the necessary and identiv
instructions should be sent to the British and Italian representatives
in Ihiopia to concert for commmon action with the Abyssinian
Ciovernmeni, in order to obtuin that the concessions desired by the
British and Italian Governments rvegarding Lake Tsana and the
construction of a railway to conneet ritrea with Ttalian Somaliland
should be granted contemporaneously. It remains understood that,
i the event of one of the two Governments securing the concession
sought for while the other Government failed to do so, the Govern-
ment wiiich had obtained satisfaction would not relax their best
endeavours to secure a corresponding satisfaction for the other
Governtuent concerned.

Your lixcellency then states that, in the event of Llis Majosty's
Government, with the effective support of the ltalian Government,
obtaining from the Abyssinian Governtent the concession asked for
at Luke "Psana, the British Govermment will also recognise the
exclusive character of italian cconomic influence in the west of
Abyssinia and in the whole of the territory crossed by the above-
wentioned railway. The British Government will further support
with the Fthiopian Government all Italian requests for economic
concessions in the above-mentioned zone. Such recognition and
undertaking are, however, subject to the proviso that the Italian
(Government, on their side, recognising the prior hydraulic rights
of Egypt and the Sudan, will engage not to eonstruct on the head
waters of the Blue Nile and the White Nile and their tributaries
and affluents any work which might sensibly modify their flow
into the main river.

Your Excellency finally states that it remains understood that
the above proviso would nof preclude a reasonable use of the waters
in question by the inhabitants of the region, even to the extent of
constructing dams for hydrvo-electric power or small reservoirs in
mninor affluents for storing water for domestic purposes, as well as
for the cultivation of the food products necessary to their own
stubsistence. -

Your Excelloncy further assures the Italian Government, on
instructions from your Government, that the construction and
operation of the dam will be effected, so far as possible, with locally
recruited labour. and that the level of the waters of the lake will
not be raiged beyond the maximum limit hitherto attained during
the rainy season. The British Government are therefore confident
that the existence of the dam will not only be of value to Egypt
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apd- the Sudan but will increase the prosperity and promete the
seonotnic progress of the local popnlations.

In reply to the above-mentioned declarations and requests of
vour Execellency, T have the honour to state on my part that the
Royal Government have taken note that the British Government
recoguise the desirability of extending to the guestion referred to
the principle of friendly colluboration which has proved so valuable
in other fields; this has been noted with all the more satisfaction,
inasmuch as it is my conviction that such co-operation will ba
the more useful the further it is extended.

The Royal Goveinment have further taken note that His
Britannic Majesty's Government are now persuaded that the
ltwlian proposals presented in November 1919 are not in contradic-
tion with the provisions of the Agreement of London of the
L3th December, 1906, since the object of that agreement {as Italy
has alwavs maintained) is the maintenunce of the status quo m
Fithiopia on the bagis of the international agreements indicaied in
article 1 of the agreement itself and the co-ordination of the action
af 1he signatory States in the protection of their respective interests
g0 that these should not suffer prejudice.

This being granted, although the above-mentioned proposals
prosented in London in November 1919 formed part of a wider
negotistion of a colonial character arising out of the Treaty cf
London of 1915, a negotiation which had only partial results, the
Taval Government nevertheless agree fo take up again the proposals
in question, sspaciully sharing the desite of the British Governmens
to realise the prineiple of friendly co-operation, and further trusting
that this principle may be continually further oxtended for the
protection and development of the respective Ttalian and DBritish
interests in ISthiopia. naturally on the bases and within the limits
of the provisions of the London Agreement of 1906.

1 have, therefore, the honour to state to your Excellency thas
the Royal Government will support the British Government with
the Ethiopian Government, in order to obtain from the latter the
concession to construct a barrage at Lake Tsana, together with
the right to vonstruct and maintain a motor road for the passage of
slores, personnel, &c., from the frontier of the Sudan to the barrage.

The Royal Government take note, on the other hand, that the
British Government will, in return, support the Italian Governiment
in obtaining from the Abyssinian Government the concession tfo
congtruct and operate a railway from the frontier of Eritrea to the
frontier of Italian Somaliland, it remaining understood that this
rallway, together with all the necessary works for its comstruction
and operation, shall have free transit across the motor road
mentioned above.

With this object, the [talian Government will send the necessary
instruefions to the Jtalian representative in Addis Ababa in an
‘idenfic sense to those which the British Government will gend to
their own representative, to concert a common line of aetion with
the Abyssinian Government in order to obtain that the eoncessions
asked for by the British and Ttalian Governments regarding Lake
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Tsana and the railway conneeting Eritrea and Bomaliland should
be granted eontemporaneously. It remains understood that, in
the event of one of the two Govermnents securing the concession
sought by them, while the other failed to do so, the Government
which had obtained satisfaction would not relax their most effective
efforts to secure a corresponding satisfaction for the other Govern-
ment concerned, with the objeet of ensuring that practical exeeution
of the two concessions shonld, if possible, be contemporaneous.

The Royal Government take note that in the event of His
Britunnic Majesty’s Government, with the effective support of the
Ttalian Government, obtaining from the Abyssinian Government
the concession asked for on Liake Tsana, they will recognise the
exclusive character of Ttalian economic influence in the west of
Abyssinia and in the whole of the territory to be crossed by the
above-mentioned rnilway, and will also support with the Ethiopian
Government all Italian requests for economic concessions in the
above zone,

On their side the Italian Government, recognising the prior
hydraulie rights of Egypt and the Sudan, engage not to construct
on the head waters of the Blue Nile and the White Nile and their
tributuries and affluents any work which might sensibly modify their
flow into the main river.

1 note that His Britannic Majesty's Government have every
intention of respecting the existing water rights of the populations
of the neighbouring territories which enter into the sphere of
exclusive Italian economic influence. Tt is understood that, in so
far ag is possible and is compatible with the paramount interests
of Egvpt and the Sudan, the scheme in contemplation should be so
framed and executed as to afford appropriate satisfaction to the
economic need of these populations.

Accept, &e.
MUSSOLTNT.




