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Convention relative to the Development of Hydraulic
Power affecting more than One State, and Protocol
of Signature,

Geneva, December 9, 1923,

[ Ratifications deposited on behalf of Great Britain, Northern Ireland
and New Zealand (inelwding Western Swmoa), April 1, 19257

Trre British Empire (with New Zealand), Austria, Belgiam,
Bulgaria, Chile, Denmark, the Free City of Danzig, France, Greece,
Hungury, Italy, FLithuania, Poland. Kingdom of the Serhs, Croats
and Slovenes, Siam and Urngnay,

Desirous of promoting international agreement for the purpose
of facilitating the exploitation and inereasing the yiekl of hydraulic
power; ] :

Having aceepted the invitation of the League of Nations to take
part in the conference which met at Geneva on the 15th
November, 1928;

Wishing to conclunde a general convention for the ahove purpose,

The high contracting  parfies  have appointed as  their
plenipotentiaries :

The President of the Anstrian Republic
M. Imerich Pfliigl, Resident Minister, representative of the
Federal Government accredited to the League of Nations,
defegate  af  the Second General  Conference on
Communieations and Transit ;

Tis Majesty the King of the Belgians :

M. Xavier Neujean, Minister of Railways, Meveantile Marine,
Posts, Telegraphs and "Lelephones of Belgium, delegate
at the Seecond General Conference on Communications
and Transif;

His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Tretand and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Tmperor
of Tndia :

Bir Hubert Llewellyn Smith, G.C.B., Chief Fceonomie
Adviser of the British (Government, delegate at the
Second General Conference on Communications and
Transit

For the Dominion of New Zealand:

The Flonourable Sir James Allen, K.C.TA.. High Commis-

gioner for New Zealand in the United Kingdom ;
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His Majesty the King of the Bulgarians :
M. D, Mikoil, Chargé d’ Affaires ut Terne;
The Prestdent of the Republic of Chile

M. TFrancisco Rivas Viewdia, Fnvoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary to the Swiss Federal Council, to
the L'rvesident of the Czechoslovak Republic, to the
Prosident of the Austrian Federal Ropublic and to His
Serene Mighness the Governor of Hungary. delegate at
the Socond General Conference on Communications aud
Yransit ;

Mis Majesty the King of Demmark :

M. P. A. Holek-Colding, Director of Seotion at the Ministry
of Tublic Works, member of the Advisory wd Techunical
Commmittee for Communications and Transit, delegate ab
the Second Gonoral Conference on Communications and
T'ransit;

The President of the Polish Republic (for the Iree City of
Danzig) :

Professor Bohdan Winiarski, vice-chairman of the Advisory
and  Technical Committee for Communications and
Transit. delegate at the Second General Conference on
Communications and Transit;

The 'resident of the French Republic :

M. Maurice Sibille, Member of Parliament, member of the
Advisory and Technical Comuiittee for Communications
and Transit. delegate at the Second General Conference
on Communications and Transit;

His Majesty the King of the Hellenes :

M. A. Dolitis, technical representative of the Hellenic
Government Tn Paris, delegate at the Second General
Conference on Communieations and Transit; and

M. Demetre G Phocas, captain m the Hellenic navy, delegate
at the Second General Conference on Commumnications
and [ransit;

His Serene Highness the Governor of Hungary :

M. Emile de Walter, Ministerial Counscllor at the Royal
Flungarian Ministry for Foreign Affuirs, delegate at the
Second CGencral Conference on Communicilions and
Transit;

His Majesty the King of [taly:

M. Puolo Bignami. fortner Under-Secretary of State, former
Member of the Chamber of Deputies. delegate at the
Socond CGeneral Conforence on  Conmnunications and
Transit;

The President of the Republic of Lithuania :

M. C. Dobkevicins, Counsellor ab the Lithuanian Logation in
Paris, delegate at the Sccond General Conferenee on
Communications and Transit;
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The President of the Polish Republic :

Professor Bohdan Winiarski, vice-chaitnan of the Advisory
and Technical Committes for Comnumiealions and
Transit, delegate at the Second Genersl Conference on
Commmunications and Transit ;

His Majesty the King of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes :

. B. Vonkoviteh, Divector of the Btate Railways, delegabe
ab the Second Genoral Conference on Connnunications
and Trangif;

His Majesty the King of Siam :

M. Phya Sanpaliteh Preccha, Iunvuv ]b\tmouiumry and,

Minister Plenipotentiary to His MdJLhH the King of
Spain and to s Majosty the King of Tealy, (lblb{yltﬁ al
) 1 (. s . M
the Second General Conference on Conununicutions aid
Transit;
The President of the Republic of Urnguay :
. N . N : N o o

M. Benjamin Fernander y Medina, Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary to Mig Majesty the King of
Bpain, chairman  of  the Advisory and  Technicul
Committee for Connuunteations and Trousit:

who, after commuuivating their fudl powers, found in good und due
form, lve agreed as follows :—

Artrene 1.
The present convention in no way affects the right belonging to
sach Stage, within the limits of international law, to carry out on its
own turritory any operations for the development of hydraudic power
which it may consider desirable.

ARTIOLE 2.

Should reasonable development of bhydraulic vower volve
international investigation, the confracting States concerncd shall
agree to such investigation, which shall be carried out conjointly
ab the request of any one of them, with a view to arriving at the
solution most favenrable to their interests as a whole, and o
drawing up, if possible, n scheme of development, with due regard
Cfor any works already existing, wnder construction, or projected.

Any contracting State desirous of modifying a programme of
devblopment 20 dmwn up shall, if necessary, apply for a fresh
iwvestigation, under the conditions laid down in the preceding
paragraph.

No State shall be obliged to carry out a programme of develop-
ment unless it has formally accepted the obligation to do so.

AnricLE 8.
If a contracting State desires to carry out operations for the
development of hydranlic power, partly on its own territory and
partly on the territory of another confracting State or involving
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alterations on the territory of another contracting State, the States
concerned shall enter into negotiations with a view to the conclusion
of agrvewents which will allow such operations to be excceuted.

ARTICLE 4.

IF o contracting State desives to carry out operations for the
development of hydraulic power which might canse serions prejudice
to any other contracting State, the States concerned shall enter into
negotiations with a view to the conclusion of agrecments which will
allow such operativns to be executed.

ARricLE 5,

The technical mothods adepled in the agrecinents referred to in
the foregoiug articles shall, within the lmutcs of the national legisla-
tion of the vartous countries, be based oxclusively upon considora-
tions which might I(_.”ltlllldtbl\ be taken into account in analogous
cases of deve lopmult of il\llmnhu power affecting only one BLJLL
withont refercuce to amy political fronier.

ArtioLe 6.
The agreements contemplated in the foreguing articles may pro-
vide, amougst other things, for— .

(a.) General conditions for the establishment, upkeep and opera-

tion of the works.

(h.y Bguitable contributions by the States concerned towards the
oxpenses, risks, dumaege and charges of cvery kind
incurred as a rosult of the construction and operaticn of
the works, as well as for mocting the cost of upkeep.

The settlement of questions of finuncial co-operation.

The methods for exercising techuical control and securing

public safety.

{e.) The protection of sites.

(f.) The regulation of the flow of water.

{g.) The protection of the interests of thivd parties.

(.} The method of settling disputes regarding the tuterpretation
or application of the agrecments.

(c.
(d.

— —

ARTICIE 7.

The ostablishiment and operation of works for the exploitation’ of
Liydeaulic power shall be subject, in the territory of each State, to the
laws and regulations applicable to the establishment and operation of
sitnilar works in that State.

ARTICLE 8.

So far as regards international waterways which, under the terms
of the general Convention on the Régime of Nuviguble Waterways of
International Concern, are contemplated as subject to the provisions
of that convention, all rights and obligations which may be derived
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from agreoments concluded in conformity w:th thc Presont conven-
tion shall be construed subject to all Lights and obligations resultiug
from the general convention and the special instr uznunts which have
been, or may be concluded, governing such navigable waterways.

Arrrcie 9.

This convention does not preseribe the rights and duties of
belligerents and neutrals ju fimo of war.  The convention shall, how-
ever, continue in force in time of war so Lar as such rights and datics
permit.

Avners 10,

This convention does not entail in any way tho withdrawal of
facilities which are greater than those provided for in the statite aud
which bave becn 'rnutul to international trafiic by vail under con-
ditions consistent wnbh its principles. This convention also eutails
no prohibition of such grant of greater facilities in the future.

Anrione 14,

The present convention does not in any way affect the rights and
obligations of the contracting States arising out of former conven-
tious or treatics uvn the subject-matler of the present convention, or
out of the provisivns on the swne subject-uatier in general trouties,
ineluding the Treatios of Vorsailles, Trianon and other treatics which
ended tht. war of 191418, o

Arriorr 12,

If a dispute arise betweeu confracting Biates as to the wpplication
or interpretation of the present statute, and if snch dispute cannot be
settled either dircctly between the parties o by some other anicable
methad of procedure, the parties to the dispute may submit it for an
advigory opinion to the body established by the Leagne of Natious
as the advisory and technical organisation of the members of the
League in matters of communications and transit, unless they have
decided or shall decide by mmntual agrecment to have recourse to
some other advisory, arbitral ‘or judicial procedure.

The provisions of the preceding paragraph shall not be applicable
to any State which represents that the dovelopmoent of hydraulic
power would be seriously detrimental to its nafionul cconomy or
securiby.

ArTicLE 13,

Tt is understood that this convention must not be interpreted as
regulating in any way rights and obligations inter se of territories
forming part of or placed under the protection of the same sovercigny
Stute, whethet or ncot these territories are individually contracting
States. ’

ARTICLE 14,

Nothing in the preceding articles is to be construed as affecting
in any way the rights or duties of a contracting State as member
of the League of Nations.
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Arricne 15,

The present convention, of which the Frenel and English texts
are both authentic, shall bear this day’s date, and shall be open
for signature until the 81st Ovtober, 1924, by any State represented
at the Conference of Geneva, by any member of the League of
Nutions amd by any States io which the Council of the Lea.gm, of
Nations shall have communicated a copy of the convention for this
prrpose.

ArTICLE 16.

The present convembion s subject to  ratification.  The
instruments of ratification shall he deposited with the Secretary-
General of the League of Nations, who skall uotify their receipt
to every Slate sllrn.ltm v of or acceding to the convention.

Arricis 17,

On and after the 1st November, 1924, the present convention
may be acceded to by any State ropresented at the Conferenee of
Geneva, by any wember of the League of Nations. or by any State
to which the Council of the [eague of Nationg shall have
communicated a copy of the convention for this purpose.

Accession shall be effected by an instrument communicated to
the Secerotary-General of the League of Nabions to be deposiled
i the archives of the secretariat. Thu Secretary-General shall
at once notify such deposit to every State sighatory of or acceding
to the convention.

AwrricLe 18.

The present convention will not come into foree until it has been
ratified in the nane of three States. The date of its coming into
force shall be the ninetieth day after the receipt by the Scerctary-
General of the Teague of Nations of the third ratification.
Thereafter, the present convention will lake effect in the casc of
each party ninety dayvs after the receipt of ifs vatification or of the
notificalion of its accession.

I compliance with the provisions of article 18 of the Covenans
of the League of Nations, the Sceretary-General will register the
present convention upon the day of its coming into force.

AgricLe 19.

A special record shall be kept by the Secretary-General of the
Licague of Nations showing, with due regard to the provisions of
article 21, which of the parties have signed, ratified, acceded to,
or denounced the present convention. 'This record shall be open
to the members of the Teague at all times; it shall be published
as often as possible, in accordance with the directions of the
Couneil.

AgrtreLe 20,

Subject to the provisions of article 11 above, the present
convention may be denonnced by any party thereto after the
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expiration of five years fromn the date when it came into foree in

‘vegpect of that party. Denuneiation shall be cffected by notification

in writing addressed to the Sccrctary-General of the League of
Nations. Copies of such notification shall be transmitted forthwith
by him to all the obher parties, informing them of the date on
which it was received.

A denunciation shall take effect one year after the date on
which the notification thersof was received by the Sceretary-General
and shall operate only in respect of the notifying State.

ArTICLE 21.

Any Stale signing or adliering to the present convention may
declare, at the momeht cither of its signature, rafification or
accession, that its acceptance of the present convention does not
include any or all of its colonies, overseas possessions, protectorates,
or overseas territories, under its sovercignty or authorify, and may
sithsequently  accede, In  eonformity with the provisions -of
article” 17, on behalf of any such colony, overscas possession,
protectorate or territory excluded by such declaration.

Denunciation may also be made separately in respect of any
such colony, overseas possession, protectorate ov territory, and-the
provisions of article 20 shall apply to any such denunciation.

AnTicLE 22.

A request for the revigion of the present convendion may be
made at any time by one-third of the contracting States.

In faith whereof the above-named plenipotentiaries have signed
the present convention.

Done at Géneva, the 9th day of December, 1928, i a single

copy which shall remain deposited in the archives of the secretarial
of the League of Nations,

Austria EMERICH PFLUGL.

Bolginm : NAVIER NIEUJEAN,

British Empire : H. LLEWELLYN SMITIH.
New Zealand ; J. ALLIEN.

Bulgana : . MIKOFF.

Chile : FRANCISCO RIVAS VICUNA.
Denmark : A, HOT.CK-COLDING.

Free City of Dauziy : BOHDAN WINTARSKI.
TFrauce : MAURICE SIBILLE.

Subject to the rescervabion contained in article 21 of the prescnt
convention to the effect that its provisions do not apply to the
varicus protectorates, colonies, possessions or vverseas territorivs
under the sovereignty or authority of the Freomch licpublic.
(Translation.)

Grecee : . A. POLITIS.
D. G. PHOCAS.



Hungary : WALTER.

Ttaly : PAQLO BIGNAMI,
Lithuania : DOBKEVICIUS.

T'aland : BOFIDAN WINTARSKT.

Kingdom of the Serhs, Croats and Slovenes :
B, VOUKOVITCH.

Siam : PHUYA SANPAKITCH PRETCHA.
Urnguay : B. FERNANDEZ Y MEDINA.

Protocol of Signature of the Convention relating to the
Development of Hydraulic Power affecting more than
One State.

At the moment of signing the convention of to-day’s date relating
to the development of hydraulic power affecting more than one
State, thie undersigned. duly authorised, have agreed

The provisions of the convention do not in any way modify the
reaponsibility or obligations imposed on States, as regards injury
dong by the construction of works for development of hydraulic
power. by the rules of international law.

Tho presont protocol will have the same foree, effect and duration
as the eonvention of to-day’s date, of which it is to be considered as
an integral part.

In faith whereof the above-named plenipatentiaries have signed
the present protocol.

Done at Geneva. the 0th day of December, 1928, in o single copy.
which will remain deposited in the archives of the secretariat of the
League of Nations; certified copies will be transmitted to all the
States represented at the Couference.

[Here f(J”O’.'b the same signatures s those appearing at the
end of the convention.]




