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AGREEMENT B.ET\\VLEN '.I'HE UNI1'ED KINGDOM

AND FRANCE RESPECTING BRITISH WAR

GRAVES IN FRANCE.

Sigurd al J'mas, Norcneber 26, 1918.

flacord en tic to Caarcrilcutcut do
Sa ALejestd britau niyne cl to
Gonrorneuecnl do la h'dpubliyne
Irant?rise an stet des Sdpetl-
leares militaires brilalmeiyues on
France.

(Translation.)

11 yreement between . His J3ritonu ie
bbejesty:s Government and the
Government of the French.
Jfcpublic relative be the Grapes
of British Soldiers in Fiance.

LE Gouvernemcnt do Sa 11Ia-
,lestd britannique ut lc Gouvurnu-
ment do la Republique francaise,
;mimes du mime d6sir d'hmwrer
la memoire des soldats britau-
niques tombes all champ d'hon-
neu• stir le territoire fram; ais, out
convene ce qui suit :

ARTICLE 1".

Is Commission Imperiale des
Sepultures militaires , coustituee
par Ia Charte Royale du 10 umi,
1917, est reconnue par le Gou-
vernement frangais conlnlu le soul
organisms ofliciel britannique,
eharg6 de veiller en France is la
conservation des sepultures nuili-
taires britanniques.

ARTICLE 2.

Les tombes isolues de militaires
britanniques se trouvant daus les
regions des anciens champs de

[63]

Ills Britannic -majesty's
Government and the Govern-
ment of the French Republic,
animated by it common desire to
honour the memory of British
soldiers who have fallen on the
field of battle in French terri-
tory, have agreed as follows:-

ARTICLE 1.

The Inmperial War Graves Coln-
mission. incorporated by Royal
Charter on the 10th May, 1917,
is recognised by the French
Government as the sole British
authority charged with the care of
British military graves in F rance.

ARTICLE 2.

Isolated braves of British
soldiers situated in the regions
of former bolds of battle may be
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bataille pourrout cue rclevees
:ulssitut apres la cessation des
tiostilites, ell vue de grouper les
corps Bans des cimetieres mili-
taires.
Dans le ells oil, avant In cessa-

tion des hostilite's, certaiues do
ces regions ne feraieu6 plus pantie
do la zone des artnt:es, la Commis-
sion Impcriale' des S6pultures
militaires pourra demander' an
Couvernenlent frangais l'autorisli-
tion de relever les toulbes qui s'y
trouvent placdes. Le Gouverne-
ment francais ddclare titre dispose
it examiner les deuraudes, qui
pourraient hti itre pre'sent6es
dais ces conditions, aver le vif
dcsir d'y dcnumr satisfaction calls
torte in ulesure oil les cireon-
stances lc pcrnletttmlt.

Des clue lc groupenleut des
tonlbes isolces aura 6t6 auto is6,
et an plus tard an umineut du la
cessation des hostilit6s, le Gon-
verueruent frangais s'eugage a
rlonner 4tus instructions aux
autorites pr6fectorales et nuuli-
cipales pour pie celles-ci accor-
dent les autorisations necessaires
d'exhtunations et de transports
des corps inns des cimetieres
militaires.

Lorsgne, en vue du groupe-
ment ultdrieur des tombes isol6es,
la creationde nouveaux cimetieres
militaires sera recvnuue nCcessaire
par In Commission Inlperiale des
S6pultures militaires, celle-ci
formulera des propositions et les
transmettra an Ministre de la
Guerre (Direction du Genie), qui,
d'accord avcc elle, preudrd tomes
dispositions utiles pour l'acquisi-
Lion des terrains.

rculoyed i'uuuediately after the
Cessation of hostilities with a vier
to the grouping together of the
bodies in military cemeteries.

In cases where, before the

cessation of hostilities, any of

those regions are no longer within

the zone of the armies, the 1nt-

perial 'War Graves Commission
may request authorisation from

the lirench Government to remove
graves situated in them. The

French Government declares its

readiness to examine any requests

which may be made to it in such

cases with all earnest desire to

satisfy them as far. as circlnu-

stallees permit.

As soon as the grouping together
of isolated graves shall have been
autlrorised, and, at latest, oil the
termination of 'hostilities. the
French Government undertakes
to instruct the prefectoral and
municipal authorities to grant the
necessary permits for the exhunm-
tion of V the bodies and their
transport to military cemeteries.

When the Imperial War Graves
Commission shall, recognise as
necessary the creation of new
military cemeteries with a view
to the ultimate grouping together
of isolated graves, the Commission
shall formulate its proposals, and
shall transmit them to the blinis-
ter of War ("Direction du Genie"),
who, in agreement with the Conn
mission; shall take the necessary
steps to acquire the ground. _

ellt'11CLE, i.

Les exhumations des corps in-
humes clans les cimetieres oil les
sepultures militaires, en vue de

AiicLci 3.

bodies buried in cemeteries or
in military graves shall not be
exhumed for transport, to tlfe



lour Lransport dines It! ltuyaumo-
Uii nit dams title autit pantie do
l'Empire britann ique , n'aurumt
lieu quo d'aeenrd avec la Com-
mission ftip6riale des Sepultures
militaires ; Ie Uouveruomeut
francais s'engage h douuer des in-
structions aux prefets pour qu'ils
rcjetteut touto'lemaudu d'autori-
satiou de transport qui n'aurait
pas end present&c par I'internie-
diaire de cette Commission.

_\uricus 4.

Sur ht deuruule du Uuuverue-
memt I titaumique, lit Gouverte-
mWtt frnncais rccoinaii a la Cot-
mission Imipe>aale des Sepultures
militaires le droitd'agiron Prance

on ipialit6 dltssociatiui regnlicie-
ilicmL eoistituee pour assurer,
dais les cutditions prevues h
Particle 6 de la Loi du 29 d6-
ceiibre, 1915, Ventretien ties
cimetieres et des sepultures mili-
taires I ritanniques. Mais, en
outre, pour r6pondre all desir ex-
priuid par le Couvernement bri-
tannique, le Couvernement fran-
gais concede it la Commission lnt-
periale des Sepultures militaires
le droit do pourvoir it ses frail h
I'amtenagmuent des cimetieres et
sepultures militaires britanniques.

Ija Commission Ianperiale des
Sepultures inilitaires est, en con-
sdquenee, autorisee it clone les
cimetieres militaires britauniques,
it les ameuager suivant un plan
approuvc par elle, a y etablir des
in' unnents funcraires oil d'autres
constructions, ft y- faire des planta-
Lions, h edicter des rCglcments
pour la visite des cimetieres, it
designer lost persones charg6es
de les ,,ardor.

Elle^est 6galemett autoris6e it
assurer 1'mmenagemelt des sepul-
tures militaires britanniqucs
plac6es clans les cimetieres appar-
[cuaut a ',tat oil se trouvent it

3

United Kingdom or Lo' another
part of the British Empire with-
out the approval of the Imperial
\\'ar Graves Commission ; the
French Government undertakes
to instruct the prefects to refuse
all applications for permission for
the removal of bodies unless
preferred through the Comuuis-
sioi.

AWIIULE 4.

At the request of the British
Government, the French Goveru-
nemt recoguises the right of the
Imperial War (:raves Coin mission
to act in France as it properly
constituted association to ensurt',
under thecondi tions contemplated
by article 6 of the Law of the
29th December' .1,915, the upkeep
of British cemeteries and military
graves. III compliance with the
wishes of the British Government,
the Fre'lcli Govorument further
concedes to the imperial War
Graves Commission the right to
provide at its own charges for the
laying out of British cemeteries
and military graves.

The Imperial War Graves
Commission is accordingh-
authorised to close British
military cemeteries, to lay Woo
out on It system approved by
itself, to erect in them sepulchral
monuments or other structures,
to make plantations in them, to
enact regulations governing visits
to the cemeteries, and to select
persons to take charge of.then.

The Commission is further
authorised to provide for the lay-
ing out of British military graves
in cemeteries belonging to the
State which contain the graves of
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la fois des tombes do tiiilitaires
I ritauuiqucs et do militaires des
armees fraugaises on allices.
Lorsque la Commission nrl)6rialc
des Sepultures militaires estimera
gn'il serait desirable qu'mi plan
eintimun d'amdna,ement soit
adopte pour till cimetiere mixee,
ells soumettra an Ministre do Ill
Guerre fraucais ses propositions,
qui statuera.
La Commission Imperiale des

Sepultures militaires reglera d'ac-
cord avec les autorites muni-
cipales, les questions relatives it
1'aurenagemcnt des tombes situees
,hats les cametieres Colnnutaux,
]orsgtie l'Etat fraurais no sera pas
deveuu proprietaile des emplace-
ments oft ces tombes soul, situucs.
on dominant on uehsnge till antra
terrain. Pans to cas eft YEtat
francais serait devmut proluietaire
des emplacements des tombes
militaires , la Commission Impe-
riale des Sepultures Inilitaire.s
aura stir cos emplacements les
memos droits que ceux prevus
aux doux paragraphes precedents.

Darts 1'exercice des droits con-
fers par' le present article, la
Commission Imperiale des Se-
pultures militaires se conformera
aux lois et reglements frangais
regissant les cimetieres.

ARTICLE 5.

Toutes les fois quo l'interven-
tion du Gouvernement fram,•ais
sera necessaire pour l'Ctablisse-
ment 1`d'un monument co mne-
moratif devant rappeler tin fait
d'armes de l'atTnee britannique on
d'nne des unites qui la composent,
Is demande devra etre presentee
par la Commission Imperiale des
Sepultures militaires. Si tine
demande de cette nature Ctait
adressee directement all Cou-
vernement fran^ais, celui-ci ]a
reuverra a cette Commission,

British soldiers as well as ,raves
of soldiers of the French or of
Allied armies . When the Inr
penal War Graves Commission
considers it desirable that a com-
mon system of laying. out
should be adopted for a mixed
cemetery, it shall submit its
proposals to the French Minister
of War, who shall decide.

The Imperial War Graves
Cm nmissimt shall decide, in
agreement with the municipal
autlmrities, questions relative to
the laying out of graves situated in
eatunnmal cemeteries, when the
French State shall not have
acquired the sites of such graves,
by giving other sites ill exehanne.
In cases where the French State
shall have acquired the sites of
the military graves, the Imperial
War Graves Commission shall
have over such sites the same
rights as those granted by the
two preceding paragraphs.

In the exercise of the rights
conferred by the present article,
the Imperial War Graves Com-
mission shall conform to the
French laws and regulations re-
lating to cemeteries.

ARTICLE 5.

Whenever the intervention of
the French Government shall
become necessary for the erection
of a monument commemorative
of a feat of arms of the British
Army or of one of its units,
application shall be made by the
Imperial War Graves Commis-
sion. Should a request of this
nature be made direct to the
French Government, the latter
shall refer it to the Connuission
before giving any decision, and
shall consider, in agreement with



avant toute decision, et examinera,
d'accord avec elle, la suite qni
doit lui "etre reserves.

ARTICLE 6.

La Commission Imperials des
Sepultures militaires corstituera
an Comite mixte franco-britan-
nique, charge de la representer
en France, aupres des antorites
franraises, inilitaires on civiles,
et d'exercer notaininent oil son
non, tout on partie des droits qni
Ini sort reconnus par le present
accord. Cc Comite aura qualfte
pour acconrplir, all non de ]a
Commission llnperiale des Sepul-
tures militaires, et suivant l'eten-
tiue de la deldgation qui sera
doune'e par elle, tons les actes de
la vie civile neoessaires pour lid
permettre de remplir son but.

ARTICLE 7.

Le Comite mixte sera compose :

De quatre membres d'honneur,
dent deux meinbres britanniques
et deux rnembres francais
De douze membres techniques,

dent six mernbres britanniques et
six mernbres francais.

Tons les mernbres seront nom-
mes par Is Commission Imperiale
des Sepultures militaires. Toute-
fois, en ce qui concerns les rnem-
bres francais, la nomination aura
lieu sur la presentation du Gou-
vernement francais, qui sera de-
mandee et tra» smise par la voie
diplonatique.

Les rnembres d'honneur francais
serout choisis parmi des person-
nalites qni se sent illustre'es clans
1'armee, la marine, les lettres, les
sciences et les arts.

5

the Commission, what action shall
be taken thereon.

Auricl,E 6.

The Imperial War Graves
Commission shall appoint a
mixed Anglo-French Committee,
to represent the Commission in
France in its relations with the
French authorities, both military'
and civil, and especially to exer-
cise in the name of the Commis-
sion all or part of the rights
reserved to it order the present
agreement. This Committee shall
be competent to perform, in the
name of the Imperial War Graves
Commission and within the limits
of the powers delegated to it by
the latter, all civil acts necessary
to enable it to fulfil its object.

ARTICLE 7.

The Mixed Committee shall be
composed-

Of four honorary members, of
whom two shall be British and
two French;

Of twelve official members, of
whom six shall be British and
six French.

All the members shall be
appointed by the Imperial War
Graves Commission. Neverthe-
less, so far as the French members
are concerned, the appointment
shall take place on the reconm-
mendation of the French Govern-
ment, which shall be requested
and transmitted through the
diplomatic channel.

The French honorary members
shall be chosen from persons
who have won distinction in the
arnmy, the navy, in letters, science,
and art.

11
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.
Les membres techniques fran-

lsais seront, a concurrence cle cinq,
choisis a raison des fonctions ad-
ministratives gn'ils occupent of
seront les Directeurs (lit Genie,
du Service de Sante; du Service
des Pensions (lit Alinistkre do la
Guerre, to I )irecteur de t'Ad-
ministration departementale et
cominunale du MinistZre de 1'lu-
t6rieur, uu officier gdne'ral on
superieur du Grand Quartior Ge-
neral on de l'Etat- Major do
1'Arm6e. Lo sixicme sera nn
jnriscorsulte.

Les ulembres d'honneur et le
juriscorsulte serolt nommds pour
trois,anudes; leers pouvoirs pom'-
runt titre ronouvelds.

Les niembres techniques seront
nonrmds all moment de lour entree
en forctions et cesseront de faire
partie du Comitd lit jour oil its
seront remplaces clans to poste
qu'ils occupaient.

La Commission Impdriale dd-
signera le secrdtaire gdndral (lit
Cormite mixte.

En foi de quoi , les Soussignes,
ditment autorises a eet effet, out
dresse' le present Accord,qu'ils ont
rev"etu de lours cachets.

The French official members
shall be chosen up .to a total of
five by virtue of the administra-
tive functions exercised by them,
and shall he the Directors of
the Engineer, Medical, and
Pensions Services of' the
Ministry of War, the Director of
Departmental and Communal Ad-
ministration in the Ministry of
the Interior, a General or Superior
Officer attached to General
Headquarters or to the Stall' of
the Army. The sixth member
shall be a juriscousnlt.

The honorary members and the
jurisconsult shall be appointed
for three years; their powers may
be renewed.

The official members shall be
appointed at the moment they
assume office, and shall cease, to
form part of the Committee from
the day when they shall be
superseded in the posts occupied
by them.

The Imperial Commission shall
select the secretary-general of the
Mixed Committee.

In witness whereof the Under-
signed, duly authorised to that
effect, have drawn up the present
Agreement and have affixed
thereto their seals.

Fait a Paris, en double exem-
plaire, Is 26 novembre, 1918.

(L.S.)

(L.S.)

Done at Paris, in duplicate, the
26th November, 1918.

DERBY.

S. PICHON.

Printed by Il is Aaje,ly'= Stationery Office
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