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TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED KINGDOM AND
THE UNITED STATES RESPECTING MEASURLES
FOR THE PRESIERVATION AND PROTECTION
O THTE FUR-SEALS.

Stgned ot Washangton, February 7, 1911,

Ralifications exchanged at Washinglon, July 7, 1911,
g ) i

Hig Majesty the King of the United Kingdem of Great Britain
and Treland and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor
of India, and the United States of America, being desirous of
adopting effcetive measures for the preservation and protectlon of
the fur sealq have resolved to conclude a Treaty for that purpose, and
to that end have named as their Plenipotentiaries :

His Britannic Majesty, the Right Honouarable James Bryce, 0.M.,
His Ambassador Extraordinary and Ilenipotentiary at Washington ;
and

The Tresident of the United States of Ainerica, I’hilander C.
Knox, Secretary of State of the United States ;

Who, having communicated to cach other their respective full
powers, Whldl were found to be in due and proper form, have agreed
to and eoncluded the following Articles

AnricLe 1.

The High Contracting Parties mutually and reciprocally agree
that their suhmcts and mtuen% respectively, and all persons suluect
to their laws and treaties, and their vessels shall.be prohibited while
this Article remains in force from engaging in pelagic sealing in that
part of the Behring Sea and North Dacific Ocean noxth of the
thirty-fifth degree of north latitude and cast of the one hundred and
eightieth mendmn and that every such person or vessel offending
against this prohibition may be seized and detained by the naval or
other duly commissioned ofticers of either of the High Contracting
Parties, but they shall be delivered as soon as pld.ctxcable to the
aul;homt,les of the nation to which they 1espect.1vel) belong, who alone
shall have jurisdiction to try the offence and impose the penalties for
the same, the witnesses and proof necessary to establish the offence
being also sent with them, or otherwise furnished to the proper
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jurisdictional authority with all reasonable-promptitude; and they
agree, further, respectively, to prohibit during the same period the
nse of any British or United States port by any persons for any
purposes whatsoever connected with the operations of pelagie sealing

in said_ waters, and to prohibit during the same period- the importa-~
tion or bringing of any fur-seal skins taken in such pelagic sealing

into any British or United States port, and by the necessay legisla-
tion and enforcement of appropriate penalties thereunder to.make
such prohibitions effective. -

Such prohibitions, however, shall not apply to Indians dwelling
on the coasts of the territory of Great Britain or of the United States
and carrying on pelagic sealing in canoes not transported by or used
in connection with other vessels, and propelled wholly by paddles,
oars, or sails, and manned hy wot wore than five persons each, in the
way hitherto practised by the Indians, without the use of fivcarms,
provided such Indians are not in the ewployment of other persons,
nor under contract for the delivery of the skins to any person.

ApricLy 2.

The United States agrees that ene-fifth (1) in mmber and in

value of the total nmmber of sealskins taken annually upon the
Pribilof Islands, or any other islands or shores of the waters above
defined, subject to the jurisdiction of the United Sgates, to which the

seal herd now frequenting the Pribilof Islands hereafter vesorts, shall .

be delivered at the end of each season to an authorised agent of the
Canadian Government in the I'ribilof Islands; Prosided, however,
That nothing herein countained shall restrict the right of the United
States at any time and from time to time to suspend altogether the
taking of sealskins on such islands or shores subject to its jurisdie-

tion, and to impose such restrictions and regulations upon the total .

number of skins to Le taken in any season and the manner and

times and places of taking them as may seem necessary o protect.

aud preserve the seal herd or to increase its ntnbers.

ARTICLE 3.

It is further agreed that as soon as this Article goes into effect
the United States shall pay to Great Britain the sum of two hundred
thousand dollars ($200,000) as an advance payment in leu of such

number of fur-seal sking, to which Great Britain would be entitled -
under the provisions of this Treaty, as would be equivalent to that .
amount reckoned at their market valne at London at the date of -
delivery, before dressing or curing and less cost of transportation
from the Pribilof Islamls; such market value in case of dispute to be :

determined by an umpire to be agreed.upon by the High Contracting

Parties, which skins shall be rvetained by the United States in .

satisfaction of such payment,

The United States further agrees that Great Britain's sharé of .
the sealskins taken on the Pribilof lslands shall not be less than .

one thousand (1,000) in any year even if such number is more than

one-fifth of the number to.which the autherised killing is restricted :

in such year, unless the killing of seals in such year or years shall

— 1‘?‘.
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have been absolutely prohibited by the United States for all purposes
except to supply food, clothing, and boat skins for the natives on the
islands, in which case the- United States agvees to pay to Great
Britain the sum of ten thousand dollars (§10,000) annually in lieu of
any share of skins during the years when wo killing is allawed, and-
Great Britain agrees that after deducting the skins of Great Britain’s
share which are to be retained by the United: States as above
provided to reimburse itself for the advance payment aforesaid, the
United States shall be entitled to relnburse itself for any annual
payments made as herein required, by retaining an additional mumber
of sealskins from Great Britain’s share over and above the specified
minimum allowance of oné thousand (1,000) sking in any subsequent
year or years when killing is again resumed, until the whole numwber
of the skins so retained shall equal, reckoned at their market value
deterinined as above provided for, the entire amount so paid; with
interest at the rate of four (4) per cent. per annum.

" If, ‘however, thé total nnmber of seals frequenting the Pribilof
Islands in any year falls below one hundred thousand (100,000),
enumerated by official count, then all killing, excepting the incon-
siderable supply necessary fur the support of the natives, as above
noted, may be suspended without allowance of skins or payment of
money equivalent until the number of such seals again exceeds one
hundred thousand (100,000), enwmerated in like manner,

v

AnrticLe 4.

The termn “pelagic sealing,” as used herein, is defined to be the
killing, capturing, or pursuing in any manner whatsoever of fur scals
at sea ‘outside terriorial waters.

ARTICLE B.

. The High Contracting Parties agree that they will each maintuin
a guard or patrol in the waters of the North Dlacific Ocean and
Behring Sea so far ag may be necessary for the enforcement of the
aforesaid prohibitions.

ARTICLE 6.

The foregoing Articles shall go into effect as soon as, but not
before, an international agreement is concluded and ratified by the
Governments of Great Britain, the United States, Jupan, and Russia,
by which each of those Powers shall undertake, by such stipulations
as may be mutually acceptable, to prohibit for a period of not less
than fifteen years, its own subjects or citizens, and all persons
subject to its laws and treatics, from engaging in pelagic sealing in
waters including the area defined in Article 1, and effectively to
enforce such prohibition,

The foregoing Articles of this Treaty shall continue in foree
during the period of fifteen (15) years from the day en which they go
into effect and thereafter until terminated hy twelve (12) months'
written notice given by either Great Dritain or the United States to
. the other, which notice may be given at the expiration of fourteen
years or at any time nfterwards.
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ArTICLE 7.

The High Contracting Parties engage to co- opemte with each

other in urging other Powers whose subjects or citizens may be
concerned in the fur-seal fisheries to forego, in virtue of appropriate
arrangements, the exercise of. the right of pelaﬂlc sealing, and algo to
pl.o‘nﬂnt the use of their ports and ﬂ'w in fhe furtherance of pelagic
scaling within the areas covered by such.arrangement.

ARnTicLE 8.

This Treaty shall be ratified by His Britanziie Ma]esty and-by the-

President of the United States, by and with the advice and consent
of the-Senate. thereof ; and ratifications slnll be exchanged _iu
Washington as soon as practmable -

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed hhlS .

Treaty in duplicate and have hereunto affixed their seals.

Done at Washington the seventh day of February, in the year of
our Lord one: Lhousand nine hundred and eleven,

(LS) JAMES BRYCE.
(LS. PHILANDER C. KNOX.
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