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.DECLARATION BETWEEN THE UNITED KING-

DOM AND RUSSIA. RELATING TO THE

CONSTITUTION OF AN INTERNATIONAL

COMMISSION OF INQUIRY ON THE SUB=

JECT OF THE NORTH SEA INCIDENT.

Signed at St. Pete- rsbur.g h, Vnrnnber 2.5 (12). 1904.

Ddclaration.

LE Gouvernement de Sa Majeste' Britaunique et le Gouverne-

ment Iurpdrial do Russie s'dtant- finis d'accord pour confier a line
commission internationale d'enquete, rdunic conformdmeut aux
Articles IX-XIV de Is Convention de La Haye du 29 (17) Juillet

1899, pour le regleneit pacifique des conflits internatioletux, le
soin d'dclaircir par- un examen impartial et conseieitcieux 'es

questions de fait se rapportant it l'iucident qui s'est produit durant
In nuit du 21-22 (8-9) Octobre 1904 dans la nier du Nord,-au
tours duquel Is tir des pikes de canon de la flotte Russe occa-
sionna Is Porte d'un bateau et Is mort de deux personnes appar-
tenant it line flotille de pdcheu s Britanniques ainsi que des
dommages it d'autres bateaux de la Hite flotille et des blessures

nix equipages de quelques-uus de ces bateaux,-les Soussignds,
dtiment autorisds a cot effet. sent convenes des dispositions
suivantes:

ARTICLE I.

La commission internationals d'enquete sera composde do

cinq membres (Commissaires) dent deux seront des officiers de

kraut rang des marines Britannique et Impdriale Russo respective-

ment. Les Gouvernements de France et des Etats-Unis d'Amdrique

seront pride de choisir, chacun, un de lours officiers de marine de

haut rang comme membre de la commission. Le cinquidme

membre sera On d'accord par les quatre membres susmentionn e,,.
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Dans le cas on it ne se produira.it pas d'entente entre lea
quatre commissaires pour le choix du cinquieme membre de is
commission, Sa Majestd 1'Empereur d'Autriche, Roi de Hongrie,
sera invite a le nonnuer.

Chacune ties deux Hautes Parties Contractantes nominera
egalement un juriseonsulte-assesseur aver voix consultative et un
agout charges,4 titre ofpciel,-de. prendre-part -aux travaux_de la
commission. - - - -

ARTICLE II.

La commission-devra faire une engnete etdresser un rapport
sur toutes les circonstances relatives a l'incident de: ]a mer du
Nord, en-particulier, sui la question-ou git la responsabilite et sur
le degre de blame concernant les ressortissants des deux Elautes
Parties Contractantes ou d'autres pays, daus Is can oil lour
responsabilite' se trouverait.constatee par l'enquate. -

ARTICLE III.

La commission fixera lus details de ls- procedure qui sera suivie
par elle pour l'accomplissement de-la Cache qui hii est devolve.

ARTICLE IV.

Les deux Hautes Parties Contractantes s'engagent a four nir. A
la commission interuationale d'entuete, Bans ]a plus large mesure
gn'Elles jugeront possible, tour les moyens et les facilit4sneees-
yaires pour la connaissance-complete et. 1'appr4ciatioir exacte-des
faits en question,

ARTICLE V.

. La commission so re'unira a Paris aussitot.que faire se pourra,
apres Is. signature de cet arrangement.

ARTICLE VI.

La commission presentera aux deux Hautes Parties Contrac-
tantes son rapport sigue-par tous les membres de. la commission.

ARTICLE -VIE -

--La commission prendra: totites"ses Y^cisio»s -a1a niajo2te des
'voix des cinq commissaires:
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.ARTICLE VIII.

Les deux Hautes Parties Contractantes s'engagent a garder
chacune a sa charge , par rdciprocite' , les frais de l'enquete faire par
elle pr6alablement 3 la rdunion de la commission . Quart aux
ddpenses qui incomberont a- la commission internatiocale
d'enquere a partir du moment de sa reunion pour l 'installation
de ses services - et -les investigations ndcessaires , elles:seront faites
en commun par les deux Gouvernements.

Fn.foi de quoi lea Soussignds out signd Is prdsente Declaration
et y out appose le sceau de leurs armes.

Fait en double a Saint -Pdtershourg, le 25 (12 ) Novembre 1904.

CHARLES HARDINCE. Comte LAMSDORFF.
(L.S.) (L S.)

(Translation.)

His Britannic Majesty' s Government and the Imperial Russian
Government having agreed to intrtist .to an International Commis-
sion of Inquiry , assembled conformably to Articles IX to XIV of
The-Hague Convention of the 29th (17th ) July, 1899, for the pacific
settlement of international disputes, the task of elucidating by
means of an impartial and conscientious investigation the questions
of fact connected with the incident which occurred during. the
night of the 21st-22nd (8th-9th ) October, 1904 , in the North Sea,-
on which occasion the firing of the guns of the Russian fleet
caused the loss of a boat and the death of two persons belonging to
it British fishing fleet, as well as damages to other boats of that
fleet and injuries to the crews of some of those hbats,-the Under-
signed ,. being- duly authorized thereto, have, agreed upon the
following provisions:-

ARTICLE 1.

The International t:onunixsirm of Inquiry shall lie composed of
five members ( Commissioners ), of whom two shall be officers of
high rank in the British and Imperial Russian navies respectively.

The Governments of France and of the United States of America

shall each be requested to select one of their naval officers of high

rank as a member of the Commission . The fifth member shall be

chosen by agreement between the four - members above mentioned.

In the event of no agreement- being arrived at between the
four Commissioners as to the selection of the fifth member of the
Commission , His `Imperial ' and - Royal - Majesty "-ihc. Etapceor of
Austria, King of Hungary, shall be " invited fo select.him :-'.
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Each of the two High , Contracting Parties shall likewise
appoint a legal Assessor to advise the Commissioners, and an
Agent officially empowered, to take part in the labours of the
Commission.

ART [CLE ,II.

The_ Commission- shall: inquire into. and report on-all the
circumstances relative to .the: North Sea.incident, and particularly
on the question as to where the responsibility lies, and the degree
of:blame attaching.-to. the sub ject:of :the two High. Contracting
Parties or to the subjects of other,-countries in the. event of,their
responsibility bring established by the-inquiry.

ARTICLE LII.

The Commission shall settle thedetails of the procedure which
it will follow for the purpose of accomplishing the. task with which
it has been intrusted. .. - '

ARTICLE IV.

The two- High Contracting Parties undertake to supply:the
International Commission -of Inquiry, to the utmost extent which
they may find possible, with all the means and facilities necessary,
in order to enable it .to acquaint itself thoroughly with and
appreciate correctly the matters in dispute.

The Commission shall assemble at Paris as eoon as possible
after the signature of this Agreement.

ARTICLE VI.

The Commission shall present its Report to the two High
Contracting Parties signed by all the members of the Corn-
mission. - - - -

ARTICLE VIL

The Commission . shall take all . its decisions by a wajority of
the votes of the . five Commissioner
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1HTICLE VIII.

The two High Contracting Parties undertake each to bear, on
reciprocal terms, the expenses of the inquiry wade by it previous
w the assembly of the Commission. The expenses incurred by the
international. Commission, after the date of, its assembly, in
organizing its staff and iii eonductirig the invi stigatimis which it
will have to make, shall be shared equally by the two Govern-
ments.

In witness whereof the Undersigned have signed the present
Declaration and have affixed thereto their seals.

Done in duplicate at St. Petersburgh , November 25 (12),
1904.

(Signed ) (Signed)
CHARLES HARDINGE. Comte LAMSDORFF.

Protocols.

Las Souesignes se sent reuuis aujourd'hui a l'H6tel du blinistsre
Imperial des Affaires Etrangeres pour procdder a Is signature d'une
Ddelaration entre Is Gouvernement de Sa Majeste Britannique et
Is Gouvernement imperial de Russie concernant (.'institution d'une
commission internationale d'enquete an sujet de ]'incident do is
mer du Nord.

Apres lecture des instruments respectifs, lesquels out std
trouvds en bonne at due forme, la signature de Indite Declaration
a on lieu selon ]'usage.

En foi de quoi lea Soussignes out dresse Is present protocols at
Pont rev@tu du sceau de leurs armes.

Fait en double a Sainbd'etersbourg, le 25 (12) Novembre 1904.

CHdCLES HARDINGE.
(L.S.)

Comte LAMSDORFF.
(L.S.)

(Translation.)

THE Undersigned met together to-day at the Imperial Ministry
for Foreign Affairs in order to sign a Declaration between the
Government of His Britannic Majesty and the Imperial Russian
Government relating to the constitution of an International Com-
mission of Inquiry on the subject of the North Sea incident.

The respective copies having been read over and found in good



and due form, the signature of the said Declaration took place in
the usual manner.

In witness whereof the Undersigned have drawn up the present
Protocol; and have-affiked thereto the seal of their arms.

Done in duplicate' at-St. Petersburgh, the 25th (12th)
November, 1904.

(Signed)
CHARLES HARDINGE.

(Signed)
Count LAMSDOIWF.


