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CONVENTION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT Ol
A PARCEL POST SERVICE BETWEEN TIIE
UNITED_STATES AND HONG KONG.

Signed at Washington, November 21, 1903.

~ Fon the purpose of making better postal arrangements between
Hong Kong and the United States of America, the Undersigned,
Arthur Stewart Raikes, His Dritannic Majesty’s Charge (" Affaires,
and Henry C. Puyne, Postmaster-General of the United States of
America, by virtue of authority vested in them, have agreed upon
the following Articles for the establishment of o Tarcels-lost
&%ystcm of exchanges between Hong Kong aud the United
States :—

ARTICLE L.

The provisions of this Convention relate only to parcels of
nail matter to he exchanged by the system hercin provided for,
and do not aftect the arrangements now existing under the
Universal DPostal Union Convention, which will continue as
heretofore; and all the Agreements hereinafter contained apply
cxelusively to mails exchanged under these Articles.

ARTICLE 1I.

1. There shall be adiitted to the mails exchanged under tlis
Convention, articles of merchandize and mail matter—except
lobiers, post-cards, and written matter—of all kinds, that are
admitted under any conditions to the domestic mails of the country
of rigin, except that no packet may exceed four pounds six ounces
(or two kilograms) in weight, nor the following dimensions : Greatest
length in any direction, three feet six inches; greatest length and

Lgivth combined, six feet; and wmust be so wrapped or enclosed as
to permit their contents to be easily examined by postinasters and
customs ofticers ; and except that the following articles are
prohibited admnisston to the wmails exchanged under this Con-
vention i—

Publications which viclate the copyright laws of the counlry
of destination ; poisons, and explosive or inflamnable substances ;
fatry substances, liquids, and those which easily liquely ; confections
and pastes; live or dead animals, except dead insects and reptiles
whea thoroughly dried ; fruits and vegetables which easily decom-
puse, and substances which exhale a bad odour; lottery tickets,
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lottery advertisements, or lottery cireulars;  all  obseene” or
immoral articles; articles which. may in any way damage or
desiroy the mmh or injure the persons handling them.

2. All admissible articles of merchandize mailed in one country
for the other, or received in one country from the other, shall he
free from any detention or inspection whatever, exeept such as is
required for collection of custons duties; and shall be forwarded
iy the-most speedy means to their d{,stmatwu being subject in
their transmission to the laws and Jurnlabmns of mch country,
respectively.

ARTICLE IIL

1. A letter or communication of the nature of personal
correspondence mush nob ar,wnnpa,ny be wrilten on, or cnelosed
w1th any parcel.

. It such be found, the letter will be placed in the mails if
sopal'ublc, and it the cominunication be inseparally attached, the
whole package will be rejected.  If, however, any such should
inadvertently be forwarded, the counbry of destination will collect:
on the letter or letbers double .rates of postuge according to the
Unlversql Tostal Union Convention,

3. No parcel may contain packages intended for duhvely at an
address other than that borne by the parcel itself, If such
enclosed packages be detected, they must be sent [orward singly
charged with new and distinet Taveels-Post rates.

ARTICLE 1V,

1. The following rates of postage shall in all cases be required
to be fully prepaid “With postage stamps of the country of ongm
viz. i —

2. In Hong Kong, for a parcel not exceeding one pound in
weight, thirty-five cents ; and for cach additional pound, or fraction
of o pound, thirty-five cents.

3. In the United States, for a parcel not exceeding one pound
in weight, twelve cents; and for each additional pound, or fraction
of a pound twelve cents.

. The parcels shall be prompily delivered to addressees at the
post OﬂlLLS of address in the country of destination, irce of charge
for postage; but the country of destination may, at its optien,
levy and ¢olleet from the addicssee for interior scrvice and deliverys
a charge the amount of whicli is to be fixed according to its own
reculations, but which shall in ne case exceed filteen cents in
Hong Kong, or five cents in the United States, for each parcel,
whatever its weight.

ARTICLE V.

. The sender will. at the time of mailing the package, receive
) bu titicate of Mailing from the Post Qffice Where the package is
wailed on a form like Form 1 annexed hereto.
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2. The sender of a package may have the same registered in
accordance with the regulations of the country of origin.

5. An acknowledgment of the delivery of a registered
article shall bie retarned o the sender when requested ; but either
country may require of the sender prepayment of a fee therefor
not exceeding fifteen cents in Hong Kong or five cents in the
United States.

4. The addressees of registered articles shall be advised of the
arrival of a package addressed to them, by a nofice from the
Post Office at destination.

ARTICLE VI

1. The sender of each parcel shall make a Customs Deelaration,
pasted upon or attached to the paeckage, upon a special Form
provided for the purpose (see lFform 2 annexed hereto} giving a
wyeneral deseription of the parcel, an aczurate statement of its
contents and value, date of mailing, and the sender's signature
anit place of residence, and place of address.

2, The parcels in question shall be subject in the country of
destination to all customs dugies and all customs regulations in
force in that country for the protcction of its customs revenues;
and the eustoms duties properly chargeable thereon shall be
collected on delivery, in aceordance with the eustoms regulations
of the country of destination; but neither sender nor addressee
shall be subject to the payment of any charge for fines or penalties
o aceonnt of failure to comply with any customs regulation.

ARTICLE VI

Fach country shall retain to its own use the whole of the
postages, registration and delivery fees it eolleets on said pareels ;
consequently, this Convention will give rise to 1o separate
accounts hetween the two countries,

ARTICLE VI

1. The parcels shall be considered as a component part of the
mails exchanged direct between Hong Kong and the United States,
to be dispatched to destination by the country of origin at its cost
and by such means as it provides: but must be forwarded, at the
option of the dispatching oftiee, either in boxes prepared expressly
for the purpose or in ordinary mail sacks, marked © 'arcels-Post,”
and securely sealed with wax, or otherwise, as may be mutually
provided by regulations hereunder.

2. Xach country shall promptly return empéy to the dispatching
office by next mail, all such hags and boxes.

3. Although articles admitted under this Convention will be
transmitted as aforesaid between the exchange offices, they should
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he so carefully packed as to be safely fransmitted in the open
nails of either country, hoth in going to the exchange office in the
country of origin and to fhe oftice of address in the countey of
destination.

© 4. Each dispatch of a Parcels-Post mail must be accompanied
by a descriptive list, in duplicate, of all the pareels sent, showing
distinctly the list number of each parcel, the name of the sender,
the name of the addressee with addvess of destination, and the
declared eontents and value; and must be enclosed in one of tho
boxes or gacks of such dispatch (sce Form 3 annexed hereto),

ARTICLE IX.

Exehanges of mails under this Convention from any place in
either country to any place in the other, shall he effected throngh
the post oftices of both countries already designated as exchange
post oflices, or through such others as may Le hereafter agreed
uponr ;. under such regulations relative to the details of the
exchange as may be mutnally determined to he essential 1o the
secnrity and expedition of the mails and the proteetion of
the enstams revenuves.

ARTICLE X,

1. As soon as the mail shall have reached #he oflice of desti-
natiown, that oflice shall eheek the contents of the wail.

2, In the event of the parcel bill not having heen reecived, a
substitute should be at onee prepared.

3. Any ervors i the entries on the parcel hill which may he
diseovered, should, afler verification by a second officer, he
corrected and noted for report to the digpatehing office on a form.
“Verificaslon Certifieate,” whiclh should be sent in n special
envelope, .

4, It o parcel advised on the Bill he not received, after the
non-veceipt bas been veritied hy a second officer, the entry on the
Lill should be canecelled and the fact veported at once,

5. T a parcel he observed to he iusutficiently prepaid, it must
not Le taxed with deficient postage, but the civeumstance must be
veported on the verification certificate form.

6. Should a parcel be reccived in a damaged or fmperfect
condition, full particulars should be repoted on the same {formw .

7. If no vertfication certificate or note of error be received, a
parveel wail shall he considered as duly <elivered, having heen
found on examination corvect in all vespects, :

ARTICLE XT,

1. If a parcel eannot he delivered as addressed, or is refused, it
must he refwrned without eharge, directly to the dispatching
office of exehange, at the expivation of thivky days frowm its receipt
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ab the office of destination; and the country of origin may collect
from the semder for the retwn of the parcel, a sum equal to the
postage wlen first mailed.

2. When the contents of a parcel which cannot be delivered
are Hable to delerioration or corruption, Lhey may be destroyed al
onee, if necessary, or if expedient, sold, witheut previous notice or
Judicial formality, for the henefit of the vight person; the par-
ticalars of each sale being nsticed hy one post office to the other.

3. An order for re-direction or re-forwarding must be accom-
panicd by the amount due for postage necessary for the refurn of
the article to the office of origin, at the ordinary parcel rates.

ARTICLE XIL

The Tost Office Depavtient of cither of the  contracting
countries will nol be responsible for the loss or damage of auy
pivee], and o indemnity can consequently be claimed by the
sender or addressee in either country.

ARTICLE XIJI.

The Postinaster-Gencead of Heng Kong, and the Postmaster-
Cieneral of the United States of America, shall have aathority to
jointly make such further regulations of omder and detail as way
he found necessary Lo carry out the present Convention from time
to time; and may, by agrecment, preseribe conditions fur the
admission to the walls of any of the articles prohibited by
Article T of this Convention,

ARTICLE XTIV,

This Convention shall take effect and operations thercunder
shall begin on the first day of January, 1904, and shall continue
in force until terminated by mutual agrecment; bub may be
annulled at the desire of cither Department, upon six months’
previous notice given to the other.

Done in duplicate, and signed at, Washington, the twenty-first
day of November One thousand nine hundred and three.

(L.3) (Signed) ARTHULR 5. RAIKES,
Ifis Dritannic Majesty's Chargd & Affwires.

(L.8) (Signed) HENRY C PAYNE,
DPostmaster-General of lhe Uniled States
of Ameriea.
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The foregoing Parcels-Post Convention between Hong Kong
and the United States of Awerica has been mnegotiated amd
coneluded with my advice and consent, and is hereby approved
and ratified. .

D testimony whereof, T have cansed the Seal of the United
States tu be herennto aflixed, this 231d day of November, 1003.

(Bigned) . THEODORE ROOSEVELT.

Scal of
The United
States,

By the President:
Joun Hay,
Secretary of Stale.

Waskington, November 235, 1903,
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Form No. 1.
Purcels-Post.

A parcel addrossed as under has been pnsted here this day.

This certificate is given to inform the sender of the posting of a pavrecl,
and does not indicate that any liabiliGy in respeet of such parcel attnches
to the Tostmaster-Generals

ForM No. 2.
. A.
Parcels-Post between Hong Kong and the United States.

Date. Plaec to which
Forms of Customs Declaration. the parcel is
Stamp. addressed.

Description of

Parcel : [state Contenti Value Per cent Cf;tf:;)
whether box, bag, ontents. ‘ : i charze ¢
basket, et::.] ) ! ATEeS.
)
$ $

Total .. ¥ $

(% For use of Post Office only, and to be filled up at the oflice of exchange:

Parce! Bill No.......... ; Numher of rates propaid......... ; Entry No..........
B.

Parcels-Post from......ccoeeeeninens Veerrereienees

The import duty assessed by an officer of customs on contents Date.

of this parcel amounts to §............, which must be paid Stamp.
before the parcel is delivered.

Parcels-Post from,...........covviiiiiivianiiniaes Date,

This parcel has heen passed by an officer of enstoms, and must|  Stamyp.
delivered Free of Charge.

Postmaster-General.



Forym No. 3. e
Date Stamp of Date Stamp of
the receiving

! the dispatchin .
‘ g Parcels from........ vedok ferees exchanze

_exchange
Post Oftice, Post Office.

e

Pareel Bill No,......, dated.........19...;

L]

PCE 880 " viiiiengenii

* Sheet Novewoiinin,

Entry Origin Name Address of | Declared | Declared B,O' of )
No of of - Parcel content lue rates | Remnrks.
" | Pareel, | Sender, - contents. vulle | geopaid,
. §
- N
Taotals ($ °

* When more than one sheet is fcquired for the entry of the pareels
sent by the'mail, it will be suficient if the nndermentioned pavticulars arve
-entercd o the last sheet of the Maveel Bill.

1bs.
Total number of parcels sent hy the mail...... Total weight of mail.....,
v Number of hoxes, sacks, ete., forming Deduet weight of
. the mail.,.... hoxes, ete.... ...
Net weight of parcels......
Signatnre of disputching officer” Sigmature of receiving officer

Post Office : T77 SR Fost Office :



