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CONVENTION BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN

AND FRANCE FOR THE EXCHANGE OF

POSTAL PARCELS RENWEEN INDIA AND

FRANCE.

Signed at I'aria, December 1, 1897.

[Patifcations ea•c%miyed (it Paris, .(loury 8, 1898.E

II i;li lhcjesty the Queen of
the United 1Ciugdoui of Great
Pritaiu and Ireland, Empress of
India. and the .['resident of the
French Repuhlie, wishing to es-
tablish a service, fill the ex-
elt:utge of postal parcels between
UriLish India and France upon
the I)asis of the International
Conveutiou of Vicuna of the
4th ,Luly, 1.891, have resolved to
conclude a Convention to this
purpose, and have appointed as
their Flenipoteutiaries, that is
Lo say
Her Majesty the Queen of

the United Kingdom of Great
hritain and Ireland, Empress of
India, his Excellency Sir F.d-
nnuttl Monson, Her Ambassador
I?xtitordiuary and Plenipoteu-
Liary to the President of the
French Republic; and

The President of the Freueli
I epnblie, his Excellency M.
Cibriel Ibtnotaax, Minister for
Forei^u All'airs;

R'Lo, after Laving couuuuti-
enled to each other their fill

[89]

SA ildajeste hr Leine tin

Rovauute-Uui de in Graude-

liruktguc eL d'lrlaudc, Lapcra-

Lrice des fades, et to President

do la 1le1,nblique I'i'aneaise,

desir:uib organiser uu service

i ecLangc do colis postanx entie

los lodes I:ritnnuiques et In

France sur les bases de la

Convention Interuatiunnle do

Vienne du 4 .Juillet, 1891, ont
resole he eotelure line Convcu-

Lion ii cot effet, ct out nollnnc

pour lotus 1'leuipotentiaires,

savoi r :

Sa MIIJUA6 la Heine (lit
Rovaume-Uui de la Graiule-
Itretagne eL tl'lrlaude, Lugtera-

trice des Iudes, sell Excellence

Sir Edmund Mormon, son Am-

1assadeur Extraordiuaire et
1'le1lipotentiaire pros le ['resi-

dent do la l;epullique Fran-

gaise; of
Le Pre'sidmtt do la l:epu-

Llique Frangaise,son Excellence

M. Gabriel lfanotaux, Ministic

des A ffaires IEtrangeres ;
Lesqucls, aprbs s'btre cuut-

nnutique leurs pleins pouvoirs,
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powers, found ill good and due
form, have agreed upon the
following provisions :-

ARTICLE 1.

1. Uninsured parcels may be
forwarded under the dcmmliua-
tion of postal parcels, viz:-

From France and Algeria for
British India up to the weight
of 5 kilog.
Fran British India fur France

and Algeria up to the weight of
11 lbs. avoirdupois.

2. Tlic.P.ostal Administrations
of the two cettutrics, if their

respective Pegonlotions permit,

may fix br mutual consent the
rates and conditions applicable
to insured or value payahle

pascals.

AI(TICLL+ 11.

Thu Postal Adwiuistratious of

1;ritish India .unl France shall

provide for the transmission of

parcels between the two coun-

tries Lv means of the services at

their disposal.

ARTICLELICL1: Ill.

1.. l or tacth parcel forwarded
from France or Algeria to
British India the Postal Ad-
ntiuistratimr of France pars to
that of British India, viz.:

1st. A land rate of 1 fr 75 c

2ur1. Also a sea rate of 1 fr.
and 50 c. if the parcel is for-
warded viii Italy and by British
mail steamer starting from
Brindisi, or a sea rate of 2 fr, if

2
trouves et Lome ut due I'orwc,
sent cotveilus des dispositions
suivautes : -

A1:TiCLT 1.

1. 11 pent titre expedic, sous
la doaomination de col is pos-
taux, des cobs sans declaration
do valeur, savoir:
De la France et de l'Algerie

pour les Indus 1"litalmilitles,
.lusgtia concurrence de 5 kilog.
Des lnrdes 13ritamuques pour

la France et l'Ahgdrie, jusqu'a
concurrence do 11.livres avoir-
dnpoids.

2. Est reserve aux Adunini-
sLrations des Posies des deux
pays Ie (fruit d'6tablir, (hull
connuau motor(, si ]curs 1tcglc.-
utonts respeetifs he permettent,
les prix et conditions applicahles
aux coli, de valour dcelarce on
cuutre rmul,otn-Setucut.

ARTICLE, 11.

Les Adutiaistrations des
]'ostes des sines Rritanniqucs
et do France assur•e•mnt Lt trans-
mission ties colis entre les deux
pars par les moyens de trans-
port Boat ones disposent.

ARTLCLF. III.

L Pour ebague colis expedie

do la France et de l'Algoric it
destination tics lodes Britain

piques, l'Administration dos
Postes de France pave it colic
des Indes, savoir :

(l.) Un droit territorial do
1fr.75c.

(2.) Additiounel lenten t tin
droit maritime do I fr. 50 c, si
Ic cobs est acheminc par la voie
d'[talie et despa.1uebots Aaglais
purtaut tie ]3rindisi, Ott lilt druid
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the parcel is forwarded Lv
Crit.ish steamer from Marseilles.

"rd. A delivery rate not ex-
coeding c.

For each 1 creel forwarded
from British India Lo Fiance ,I-
Algeria the Indian Postal
Administration pays to the,
Froneh Administnntiou, viz:-

Ist. A Lund rate of :.o c•cu-
times.

2nd. Also a sea rate of 2 N.
if the, parcel is forwarded b)-
Frcuc.h mail stc:nner.

3rd.. A delivery rate nit ex-
ceeding 2.5 c•eutimes.

4th. A stamp duty of 10 oeu-
tunes.

1. The cost of transit across
Italy, when ueet:ssary, is borne

liy the dispa.trhiug Postal Ad-
uniutstaation.

:1

maritime do 2 fr. si le colis est
achemime par la voie des pmgne-
hots Anglais partant do Afar-
seil le.

($.) Un droit pour le faeta^e
et l'accomplissement des fur-
utalites ell domne dont le nrou-
tant n'excedera pas 25 centimes.
four ehaque en]is expedid des

Indes Rritannigmes It destim;-
tiom do la. France et to 1'AIge rig
]':Admiuistratiou Indienne pave
a 1':\dwiuistration Pt:incoi e,
sacoir:-

1. Un droit territorial de
50 centimes.

2. i\rLliticnuwllennentuulhv^it
umritiwe do 2 fr. si I'achemine-
ment a lien par I inte•mediaire
des paquehoLs-poste FranFais.

3. Un droit pour to factage
et I'accomplissemeut des for-
malites ell douane dont le mon-
tant u'excede.a pas 25 centimes.

4. U n droit de timbre de
10 centimes.

2. I.e vas echnant, les frais
de transit; a ti avers le teritoiro
Italien, sent supportes par I'Ad-
ntiuistratien Testate expeditrice.

ARTICLE I\r.

The prepayment of postal par-
cels is c•ompnlsor^'.

AItT1CLE V.

''the conveyance between Con-
tinental Franceori the one hand,
and Algeria and Corsica on the
other, gives rise to a surcharge
of 25 centimes a parcel, as a sea
rate to be levied from the sender.

Parcels addressed to Corsica
or Algeria give rise to a land
surcharge of 25centimes a parcel,
to be paid by the sender.
A similar surcharge of 25

ARTICLE IV.

1.'ufll:tiuehisseurout Iles colic
postatix est obligatoire.

:\IITICL}, V.

Le transport entre In Franco
Coltinentale dune part, et I'Al-
gerie et III Gorse de l'aatre,
donne lieu a tine surtaxe de
25 centimes par colis, a titre do
droit maritime, a percevoir sir
I'expediteur.

Tout colis A destination de III
Corse et de I'Algi:rie donne lieu
a one surtaxe territorials de
25 centimes par colic, qui est a
la charge de 1'expediteur. Cette

13 2



166

centime is also levied from the
sender in the case of parcels
originating in the interior of
Corsica or Algeria.

These surcharges, when c01-
Icuteii, are eredited by- the
Indian Administration to the
French Administration.
The French G overuurcut re-

.serves to itself the right to ]on-
a Surcharge of 25 celltllnes in

the case of Instal parcels ex-
changed hetweeu Ihitish Indic
and Continental France.

ARTICLE AT

The ilu'cels to which the
present Conventfou apllies can-
not Le subjected to any Instal
charge other than those content-
plated be the foregoing Articles
III and V and cv Article VII
ILlla'-ing.

.AU'I'10LE, VII.

The' redirection of postal par-
cels from cue country- to the
other, ill consequence of the re-
uwral of the addressees, as well
is the. return of ludoliaeverl
Iosta.l parcels, gives rise to an ad-
ditiouallevv of the charges fixed
by Articles III and V front the
addressees or tine senders, as the
case uaay Le, without prejudice
to the repayment of the customs
or other duties that may- lua-e
been paid.

AIITTCLE VIII.

It is forbidden to send by
Post parcels containing letters
or notes having the character
of correspondence, or articles

surtrxe lie 25 centimes est
egalculent icicle sill. l'expudi-

tcnr de tout cobs origimli -e de

i inturieur de In Corse et do

1'Algerie.

Ces surtaxes out, lc ens
cchuant, 1 onifices par l'Admi-
nistaxttion hulicuue a I'Adulini-
stration hraucaise.

Le Cloucm'nctneut Francais

se reserve In focal L6 de faire
usage d'nne surtaxe do 25 cen-

times al'ugard ties colis postlmx

euhaug'us enin'e les Indes Ilrituo-

iliques et In h?rance Conti-
nonLde.

ARTICLE, AT

Les crilis auxgnels a'apiligne
la presente Convention ne peu-
vent titre froppcas d1umu loot
postal autre que coax pruvus
par les Articles 111 et V larc-
cedents et par 1'Article VII
ci-apres.

APTICLE Vl1.

La reespeditimt des coli.s Ins-

taus de inn des deux pays sail'
I'autre, par suite do changemerrt
de residence des destinatairos,
ainsique Ic renaoi des colic ios-
taux tonlbus en rebut, dmrneut
lieu Ala perception suppleulml-
taire des taxes fixccs par les
Articles III et V, h in charge
des destinataires Cu, le cas
echcaut, des expuditeurs, sails
prejlrlicedu reulhoursementdes
droits do donate on antres ac-
gnittes.

ARTICLE VIII.

Il est interdit d'' expedier par
in voie do In poste des colis eon-
tenant snit des lettees oil des
notes ayaut to caraeture do



the admissiut or WI iielt is net

authorized by the. Customs or

other low or It;gulatins.

ARTICLE, Ix.

1. Except in the case of vi.•
rncjor, when a postal parcel has
ben lost, stole" or dautaged,the
sender, and in default of', or at
the request of, the sender, the
addressee, is entitled to compen-
sation equal to the actual
uueuut of the has or damage:
provided always that this com-
pensation uaty not exceed ill tile
case of any uninsured parcel
2'. Ti.

The sender of a lost parcel
has, moreover, the right to a re,-
futd of the postage.

The duty of payiu„ cout-
pensation rests with the Ad-
ministration to which the
dispatching office is subordinate.
]'his Administration has its
remedy against the eotaespond-
ing Administration when the
has, theft, or damage occurred
,,it the territory or in the service
of this latter Administration.

3. Until the contrary- he
proved, the responsibility rests
with the Administration which,
having received the parcel with-
out makingmty remarks, cannot
prove the delivery to the ad-
dressee, or if such be the case,
the return of the parcel.

4. The payment of compensa-
tion by the dispatching office
ought to take place as soon as
possile, and at the latest within
a year of the date of the applica-
tion. The responsible office is
bound to refund to the dispatch-
ing office, without delay, the
usouut of eompcnsat ion paid by
the latter.

oerrespnudauce, soil ties uhjets
clout 1'adutissiou west pas auto-
riscc par des l.cison Reglemeuts
de Donnie nn autres.

A.It]'fCCF. IS.

1. Sit ii Tie ens de li tree 11 iajeure.
Im•sgu'nn colic postal a etc perdu,
s
T

on avatie, I'expdditeur, et,
derma on stir In deutulde do

celui-ci, le destinataire a droiL ii
till) imlenmitu come ptndmtt au
ntoutmtt reel do lit Ptcrte Oil (lit
I'acarie. sans to"Wilds quo (cu.,
indemnite puisse depasser 25 it,.
Volt nu colic m•dinairc.

l.expediteur (Van colis perdu
it, on outre, droit It Itt restitul,iou
des frais hexpdditimi.

2. de payer l'in-
demnitd incombe it I'Adminisla'a-
tioa ([out releve he hurea.n ex-
pediteur. list reserve il. coLto
:\dutinistratiou he reconrs centre
l':Adutiuistt;ation corre.spondautc,
lorsque In perte, la spoliation, oil
l'avarie a en lien sur Ie terribbe
on data le service de cette der-
uiere Administration.

;I. 'Jusqu':e preuve do cou-
traire, In respousabilitc incombe
1 I':Adatinistration qui, avant
recu le cobs sans faire d'ohserva-
Lion, no pent etahlir ni In do
livrauce an destinatairo, ni, Nil
y it lieu, It rcexpcdition do It
colic.

4. LepaimueutdcI'indeumitc
par l'oflice expediteur doit avoir
lien le plus tot possible, et all
plus Lard, clans le dt lai d'un all
ii partir (lit jour de In rcelmna-
tion. T,'oflice responsable est
tenu the renthourser sails retard it
]'office expediteur le montant de
l'iudemnite payee par celui-ei.
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5. It is understood that the

atgdicatinu fur compensation

will only he eutertoiuei if made

within a rear of the posting of

the parcel; after the lapse of this

period the applicant has no right,

to ally compensation.

6. If the loss, damage, or theft
ice rlei in umme of conveyance
between the offices of cxcmrige
of the two countries, without its
being possible to determine ill
oV iaii,h of the two services it fool:
place„ the tiro Adatinistrations
:•ouvnila"I hear each a half of
the loss.

7. The Administrations cease
to he responsible for postal pru'-
cchs of which the owners hour.
ac•ce}.Led delive^ .

AI-T'ICLI; X.

Was internal legislation of
eae11 of the coiitrractiug oonu-
tries remains applicable as re-
gards everything nut pnwided
for hr the stipulations contained
in It " ! present Convention.

AI TICY Xl.

The Postal administrations of
the two noutacting countries
uamn the offices or places which
they aihnit to the exchange of
postal parcels 1 etween the two
comitrics; they regulate the
mole of transulissinn of these
parcels, and settle all other
matters ofdetail and mdcrnecea-
sary for Lie proper carrying tilt
of the present Convention.

s R'I'ICLF: Xil:

The Postal Administrations
of British India mitt p'rauco
shall fix by mutual consent, in

1i

b. 11 est entendu (Inc, In rc-
clanmtion n'est advise clue duns
to (Mai Won an it plivi,ir (lit
dui)bt du colic it la poste; passe
on twine, In rdcdaumnt lea unit
a anenne, indemnith.

6. Si la perte, 1'avarie, nil 1:1
spoliation a on lien en eon:S
de trauspurt tutre In lmrcatu
d'cchauago des dens pays, sous
111l'il soft possihlo d'etahlir dan.s
lecluel dos leas services is tan,
s'est accompli, los des Admini-
stnntions suppnrlont to donnuagae
pnr tomtit.

7. Les Administrations res-
seutd'2?tre responsnbies des Ibis
postmix Boat des l)'ants rhoit,
ant prix livrai ou.

ARTICLE, S.

La Idgi.slaLion intdrionrc do
chaem dies pays cmttractauts
1emeure applicable en tout ce
I1 nest NS pay" par les stipu-
lations cr,ntennes dnus la pro,
sonto Convention.

ARTICLE X I.

Los Administrations des
Pastes des dens pays contras-,
Units ddsigueut dos bureaux on
]ocsditds gn'elles arlmettent <a
l'cahange internatioua} des cobs
postaux; elles reglent In mode
do transmission de ces colic et
arretent trrutos des alitres
mesin-es do ddhail et d'ordre
necessaires pour assurer 1'oK
cutiet de la presente Conven-
tion.

ARTICLE Xll.

L 4diuinistantimt des Indes
Rritanuiilues et l'Administra-
tion des Posies de France lixe-
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aecord:ancc with the procedure
laid down by the Vienna Couven-

Lion of the 4th .July 1891, the
coudiLious uuderwinclhticreumay
he exchanged I,etweeu their res-

pective oflices of exchange postal
parcels originating in, or ad-
dressed Lo, foreign eawtriesand
especially Persia., and sent in
transit Llmougl one or the other
conntrv.

rout (Pull couuutut aceOrd,
d':tpres ]c regime 6tabli par la
Convention do Vienne alit 4
.l uillet,1.891, les conditions aux-
quelles pourront titre eelauges
cntre tears bureaux d'echnmgc
respectifs les cobs postanx ori-
ginaires on ft destination des
pays clangers et notaunucnt
de ]it Verse, qui euprnnleru nL
l'iutermcdiaire do 1'1111 des deny
pays pour cerespoudre avuc
l'aatre.

A1f1'lui)i: X..I11.

.A5 50011 as this is allowed l^-

tim iutcraal ]legal atious of
British ,Indio., the system of
certificates of deliver- is force
between countries that are
pacurLics to the Vicuna Convention
of time 4th July, 189i, shall he
cxtewlod by mntu:d consent.,
1. %- tile AdIllinktratiolls of tile
two contracting parties, to the
parcels addressul Ilrom one of

the two States to the ot'le•.

AICfICI E SI1'.

The French Clove-11111011L has
the right to have the clauses of
this Convention put into effect
on contract lines by railway and
by wale.. It unty at the antic
Limo restrict tine service to
p:uccls originating in, or ad-

lines.

Thu Trench Postal Adminis-
tration will arrange with these
contract services for the com-
plete carrying out of the above
clauses of the Convection, and
for the orgauizatioa of the parcel
exchange.

ALTICih \111.

I les que lcs I**I'lcumcuts iutc
rieurs des lodes Britanniilaes lc
pernwttront, to regime dos avis
do rdceptiou en vigucur tutu is ]us
relations entre pays participant
it la Convention do Vienne do
4.Juillct, 1831, seta utendu, d'un
coaaauu accord , par les Admi-
nistrations des deny Parties
Coutractautes , aux colis postaax
,dresses do Fun des dens ]:tats
Bans l'autrc.

AICI'ICI,I', Xi\',

Est reserve Couvernement
Tran;ais, 10 droit tlc faire exl'-

cuter Jos clauses de la prosuute
Convention pm' lus ettreprises

do chcwiu de for et de naviga-

tion. 11 pourra cu mane temp's

limiter cc service aux cobs 1no-

venant on a destination tic lo-

cations ties services par ces

entreprises.
L'Adininistration des Postes

de France s'enteudra aver les
entreprises de chenuns de four et
de navigation pour assurer in
complete execution, par ces dcr-
uicres, de toutes les clauses de
]a Convention ci-dessus, et pour
organiser le service d'cehange.



8

It will also act as the iuter-
mediary in all matters all'eel.iug
thorn and the Postal Adminis-
tration of British India.

Elie lcur servira d'iutmeiC-
diaire pour toutes leers rcbttions
avvu l'Adnliuistration des Posies
des hides Britanniques.

ARTICLE SV.

1. The present Com°cution,
after having been published
according to the special Laws of
each of the two States, shall be
bought into fovee on it date to
be agreed upon by the Postal
Administrations of the two
countries.

2. It shall remain ill force
until one of the two Contracting
Parties shall have given notice
to the other, que yeariu advance,
of its intention to termiuateit.

AI1T1CLh' xv1.

The prescut Convention will
be ratified and the latilicatious
will he eXch ; uiged at 1.'aris as
soon as possible.

Ill witness whereof ilie Under-
signed duly authorized for that
pnrp se have signed the present
Convention and have affixed
thereto their seals.

Done in duplicate at Paris,
the 1st of Dcewnber,1897,

ARTICLE X V.

1. La prusente Convention
sera lnise a exeentlml h partir
du jour dent conviendront lcs
Administrations des I'ostes des
deux pays, spies quo la pro-
mulgation en aura etc faith selon
les Lois particulieres a ehacua
des deexStats.

2. Elle demenrera obligatoire
jusqu'a cc que l'uue des deux
Parties Contractmltes alt an-
noncu a 1'auta'c, mais un an it
I'avauce, son intenti nI Well faire
cesser lcs eli'ets.

ARTICLE XVI.

La prusente Convention sera
ratilide, et les ratifications oil
smmltuch .ulgies a Paris allssit6t
quo faire se pourra.

Ise foi do quoi , les L'icuipe-
tuntiaires respectifs out siguc ht
prusente Convention , qu'ils out
revcCuo de lours cachets.

'Tait it Paris, en double excul-
plaire, Ic 1='' DCwnlbre, 1897.

(L.S.) EDMUND M NSON.
(L.S.) G. HANOTAUX.
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